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P0INT5  TO  NOTE. 

The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diaby  fob  1901  was 
sent  out  last  week  to  all  our  home- subscribers.  With  a  few 
exceptions  the  copies  have  gone  by  the  Globe  Express,  carriage 
paid  to  destination.  If  any  charge  is  demanded  on  delivery,  we 
would  be  obliged  if  subscribers  would  pay  and  take  a  receipt, 
then  send  it  to  us,  when  we  shall  refund  the  money.  Extra 
copies  of  the  Diaby  can  be  obtained  by  subscribers  at  2s.  6(7.  each, 
carriage  paid. 

Each  Diaby  contains  a  coupon  for  a  ten -guinea  prize  competi- 
tion. To  share  in  this  the  blank  post-cards  have  simply  to  be 
filled  up  and  returned  to  42  Cannon  Street.  We  hope  there  will 
be  a  good  response.  It  is  an  interesting  as  well  as  profitable 
competition. 

The  Wintee  Issue  of  the  Chemist  and  Druggist  will  be 
published  on  January  26,  1901.  It  will  be  a  splendid  number  for 
advertising  in,  and  we  strongly  recommend  business  firms  to  pre- 
pare a  good  advertisement  for  it.  If  the  advertisement  is  to  take 
the  form  of  an  inset  (a  style  of  advertising  which  we  have  proved 
to  be  highly  profitable  and  satisfactory),  applications  for  complete 
directions  should  be  addressed  to  the  publisher  of  the  C.  &  £>., 
42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.  The  date  of  the  issue  is  fixed 
and  certain  Saturday,  January  26,  1901,  and  it  will  go  to  12,000  of 
the  best  buyers  of  druggists'  goods  in  the  British  Empire  and 
countries  trading  therewith. 


Summary 


We  describe  a  number  of  useful  novelties  (p.  967). 
The  Valentine  and   Saccharin  lawsuits  are 


explains  his  method  for  detecting  arsenic 


now  finished 
(p.  963). 

Mb.  William  Kibki 
in  beer  (p.  968). 

Henry  Russell,  the  song-writer,  commenced  his  career  in  a 
chemist's  shop  (p.  940). 

Reprints  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill  are  offered  to  subscribers  who 
can  make  good  use  of  them  (p.  958). 

Some  Mystery  has  surrounded  the  cannabis  indica  duty.  The 
facts  of  the  matter  are  given  on  p.  957. 

The  Portsmouth  Magistrates  held  that  heavy  magnesia 
carbonate  is  magnesia  ponderosa  (p.  964). 

Sunday  Hours  have  been  discussed  by  Exeter  chemists  in  a 
way  to  excite  interest  in  other  localities  (p.  953). 

Messes.  R.  Stansfield,  R.  W.  Holt,  B.  Edman,  and  T.  S. 
Partridge  are  the  new  pharmaceutical  annuitants  (p.  947). 

We  Have  Extracted  some  interesting  particulars  respecting 
the  auction  of  the  Kensington  Stores  and  print  them  on  p.  940. 

The  percentage  of  extractive  matter  in  liq.  cascara  sagrada  is 
giving  some  trouble  in  Ireland,  and  we  invite  opinions  on  the 
subject  (p.  959). 

Egyptian  Hyoscyamus  muticus  and  Datura  alba  are  excellent 
and  cheap  sources  of  hyoscyamine,  according  to  Messrs.  Dunstan 
and  Browne  (p.  948). 

Quinine  is  ~5d.  per  oz.  cheaper  officially,  and  phenacetin  is 
Is.  per  lb.  lower.  Chloral- hydrate  has  had  a  big  drop.  Vanilla  and 
castorum  were  both  lower  in  auction.  Menthol  is  still  rising  (p.  975). 

The  Peoperties  of  santalenic  acid,  an  oxidation-product  of 
sandalwood  oil,  were  the  subject  of  a  paper  by  Mr.  A.  C.  Chap- 
man, read  to  the  Chemical  Society  (p.  948). 

A  Carnoustie  Man  has  been  prosecuted  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  for  selling  Wallace's  specific.  The  Dundee  Sheriff  found 
a  technical  offence,  but  inflicted  no  penalty  (p.  963). 

We  Conclude  our  summary  of  and  comments  on  the  Indian 
and  Colonial  Addendum  to  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  and  add 
pithy  remarks  by  the  Times  respecting  it  (p.  959). 

The  Pharmacy  Bill  is  received  with  favour  on  the  whole. 
There  are  some  letters  about  it  pro  and  con  on  p.  971.  Several 
local  associations  have  discussed  the  Bill  (p.  951  and  p.  970). 

A  Littleborough  Chemist  supplied  a  lad  of  19  with  2  oz  of 
liq.  morph.  hydrochlor.,  with  which  the  purchaser  committed 
suicide.    The  matter  has  been  reported  to  the  police  (p.  941). 

The  Ilkeston  Magistrates  think  that  small  shopkeepers 
store  medicines  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  and  on  that  ground 
let  off  a  grocer  who  sold  weak  sal  volatile.  A  case  is  to  be  stated 
(p.  964). 

The  Chicken  is  the  subject  of  Mr.  Fred  Reynolds's  bird  this 
week.  It  has  a  terrific  bill,  seven  claws,  and  has  been  hatched 
from  an  egg  presented  to  the  Council  birds  by  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor (p.  954). 

Apprentices  are  scarce  in  Scotland  especially.  We  show  that 
proportionately  more  apprentices  are  trained  there  than  else- 
where in  Grent  Britain  ;  also  that  the  demand  for  qualified 
assistants  has  declined  of  late  (p.  956). 

Oil  of  Akee  is  obtained  from  the  fruit  of  Blirjhia  sapiida,  an 
African  tree  cultivated  in  the  West  Indies.  It  is  concrete,  and 
Messrs.  Holmes  and  Garsed  told  all  they  knew  about  it  to  the 
Bloomsbury  evening  meeting  this  week  (p.  946). 

Bismuth  Subnitrate  should  not  be  such  a  worry  after  Mr. 
Upsher  Smith's  paper,  reported  on  p.  946.  He  has  examined 
the  assay  processes,  and  recommends  changes  on  the  B.P.  mono- 
graph. He  also  reports  upon  English-made  samples,  and  shows 
that  one  is  excessively  acid  (p.  9i6.) 

Mr.  A.  C.  Abraham  submitted  to  his  Liverpool  confreres  last 
week  a  draft  Pharmacy  Bill  providing  for  registration  of  chemists' 
shops  ;  also  to  emphasise  and  enforce  the  responsibility  of  qualified 
proprietors,  to  ensure  the  display  of  the  names  of  the  owners  on 
the  shop-front,  and  other  minor  and  penalising  provisions 
(p.  949). 

A  Sheffield  Doctob  told  his  dispenser  to  put  up  a  morphine 
and  atropine  mixture  ;  between  them  the  matter  was  bungled  and 
the  patient  died  (p.  941).  Another  doctor,  in  Manchester,  dictated 
a  prescription  by  telephone  to  a  girl  of  17,  who  acted  as  dispenser 
at  one  of  his  surgeries.  The  medicine  was  for  her  mother,  who 
died.  At  the  inquest  stringent  remarks  in  regard  to  the  employ- 
ment of  unqualified  dispensers  were  made  (p.  941). 
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Lsca".  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

A  Frorne  innkeeper  has  bsen  fined  hi.  and  costs  for  selling 
'  sweetened  "  tobaccos  containing  glycerin  in  one  case  and 
liquotice  in  another. 

Thomas  0.  Smith  (30)  has  been  sent  to  gaol  for  two  months 
for  stealing  Ql.  4s.  Id.  from  his  employers,  Messrs.  Duck  & 
Son,  chemists,  Cardiff. 

Mr.  John  Cossey,  of  Norwich,  has  secured  the  contract  for 
the  supply  of  trusses  to  St.  Faith's  Workhouse,  Norwich, 
during  the  current  half-year. 

The  Bedford  Board  of  Guardians  have  decided  to  appoint 
a  chemist  half-yearly  in  rotation,  and  to  keep  a  supply  of 
necessary  drugs  in  the  workhouse. 

At  Liverpool  Police  Court  on  December  12  a  milk-dealer 
was  mulcted  in  fines  and  costs  amounting  to  Ql.  14s.  for 
selling  milk  which  contained  formalin  as  a  preservative. 

For  the  purposes  of  a  National  Physical  Science  Labora- 
tory, the  Queen  has  granted  to  the  Boyal  Society  Bushey 
House,  Bushoy  Park,  which  was  formerly  occupied  by  the 
Due  de  Nemours. 

Theophilus  Pennington,  chemist's  apprentice,  was  fined 
2,1.,  or  a  month's  imprisonment,  at  St.  Helens,  on  December  6, 
for  stealing  5s.  bd.  belonging  to  his  employers,  the  Wigan 
Drug  Company  (Limited). 

Sarah  Robinson  was  sentenced  to  one  day's  imprisonment 
at  Slough,  on  December  5,  for  stealing  two  boxes  of  chlorate- 
of-potash  pellets,  value  Is.,  from  the  establishment  of  Mr. 
Charles  Edward  Lewis,  chemist  and  druggist,  Eton. 

The  funeral  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Lawson  Johnston,  chair- 
man of  Bovril  (Limited),  took  place  at  Norwood  Cemetery  on 
December  5.  A  sympathetic  appreciation  of  Mr.  Johnston 
by  l;  One  who  knew  him  "  has  been  privately  circulated. 

Frederick  Eawlings,  the  Stockport  "  cancer-specialist," 
appeared  at  the  Leeds  Assizes,  on  December  5,  on  a  charge 
of  manslaughter,  under  circumstances  reported  in  our  issue 
of  November  24,  page  833.  The  grand  jury,  however,  threw 
out  the  bill,  and  Eawlings  was  discharged. 

Mark  Whittaker,  patent-medicine  vendor,  Clayton-le- 
Koors,  has  been  committed  for  trial  on  a  charge  of  man- 
slaughter. It  is  alleged  that  Whittaker,  by  improperly 
treating  a  wound  (see  G.  B.,  November  24,  page  834), 
caused  the  death,  through  blood-poisoning,  of  a  young  collier. 

Mr.  H.  Wilson,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  the  new  P.S.G.B.  Divisional 
Secretary  for  Southampton,  has  created  a  precedent  by 
informing  every  chemist  in  his  district  of  his  appointment, 
and  asking  their  co-operation.  The  letter  which  he  ad- 
dressed to  his  confrires  contained  a  copy  of  the  new  regula- 
tions applicable  to  Divisional  Secretaries. 

At  North  London  Police  Court  on  December  8,  George 
Woodhouse  Porrett,  chemist  and  druggist,  Well  Street, 
Hackney,  was  summoned  for  neglecting  to  support  his  wife  ; 
but  the  Magistrate,  after  hearing  the  evidence,  held  that  as 
defendant  had  a  bona- jide  belief  that  the  wife  had  mis- 
conducted herself,  that  was  a  sufficient  answer  to  the 
complaint,  and  the  summons  was  dismissed. 

In  the  course  of  an  obituary  notice  of  the  late  Henry 
Russell,  the  song-writer,  the  Times  says,  "  His  first  actual  start 
in  life  was  at  the  age  of  10  behind  the  counter  of  a  chemist's 
shop  ;  but  as  he  found  one  day — happily  in  good  time — that 
he  had  given  to  a  customer  who  asked  for  Epsom  salts 
enough  poison  to  kill  fifty  persons,  he  thought  he  was  not 
suited  to  that  business  and  accordingly  left  it." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Linnean  Society,  held  on  December  6, 
Mr.  Henry  Groves  gave  an  abstract  of  a  paper  by  Mr.  G. 
Claridge  Druce  on  the  "  British  Thrifts."  It  was  shown  that 
they  might  be  divided  into  two  sections,  according  to  the 
character  of  the  fruit.     The  author  also  proposed  that 


Armeria  should  be  dropped  as  a  generic  name,  and  that 
Statiee  should  be  used  for  the  thrifts  and  Lhnonhnn  for  the 
sea-lavenders. 

In  an  adulteration-case  heard  at  Gainsborough  on 
December  4,  Dr.  Muter,  the  county  analyst,  certified  that  a 
sample  of  whisky  showed  proof  whisky  71-5,  water  29  5,  and 
that  the  spirit  was  diluted  4  5  below  the  legal  limit.  The 
solicitor  for  the  defence  pointed  out  that  the  analyst's 
figures  totalled  101,  and  he  asked  for  a  dismissal  on  that 
account.  The  Bench  adjourned  the  case  to  enable  Dr. 
Muter  to  attend. 

Naval  Dispensers. 

Mr.  Eldred  Irving,  of  Liverpool,  and  Mr.  Geo.  F.  Clayton, 
of  Walthamst6w,  who  passed  the  examination  held  by 
ths  Civil  Service  Commissioners  last  month,  have  been 
appointed  to  Haslar,  vice  Messrs.  G.  H.  Howells  and  F.  W. 
Downar,  resigned. 

Doesn't  Like  London. 

A  chemist's  assistant  named  Cyril  Duncan,  living  at  143 
Kennington  Park  Eoad,  appeared  as  prosecutor  at  Mary- 
lebone  Police  Court  on  December  7.  He  had  only  recently 
come  to  London,  he  said,  and  on  the  previous  night  had  gone 
for  a  ride  in  the  twopenny  tube.  On  alighting  at  Marble 
Arch  he  was  accosted  by  a  man  named  Samuel  Dixon, 
who,  he  alleged,  coaxed  him  to  a  dingy  place  in  Formosa 
Street,  Paddington,  where  he  (Dixon)  took  his  watch,  coat, 
and  all  the  money  he  had.  Duncan  managed  to  git  out  of 
the  place,  however,  and  had  Dixon  arrested.  Several  of 
Duncan's  belongings  were  found  at  Dixon's  place,  and  the 
latter  was  committed  for  trial. 

A  Bankrupt-stock. 

At  the  Kensington  Stores  in  Hammersmith  Eoad,  W.,  on 
December  7,  a  motley  gathering  of  brokers  and  sale-room 
habitues,  with  a  thin  sprinkling  of  chemists,  assembled  with 
intent  to  purchase  the  stock  of  medicines,  drugs,  and  per- 
fumery there  displayed  and  advertised  for  sale  by  public 
auction.  There  were  many  poisons  within  (and  without) 
the  meaning  of  the  Act  sold  during  the  course  of  the  day, 
but  no  public  intimation  was  given  as  to  restriction  of  sale, 
and  enough  poison  was  indiscriminately  disposed  "to  kill 
half  London,"  as  a  chemist  who  was  present  remarked.  The 
keenest  competition  was  for  the  soap  and  perfumery  lots, 
many  of  these  going  much  overvalue,  but  there  were  several 
genuine  bargains  in  patent  medicines,  bottles,  and  sundries 
picked  up.  As  examples  of  the  questionable  bargains, 
twenty-two  boxes  of  Premier  Vinolia  soap  sold  for  22s.,  and 
a  large  lot  of  patent  medicines  (only  about  half  of  which 
were  saleable)  went  for  84s.,  almost  double  the  value.  One 
chemist  bought  for  10s.  four  lots,  comprising  about  twenty- 
two  gross  of  bottles  of  varying  sizes  and  kinds,  "  six  pounds  of 
cretonic  comph  in  4  gallon  jar,  8  lbs.  of  aq.  sanitac.  cone, 
and  18  lbs.  ammonia  carb.  in  10  gallons  of  stone  ware  ;  two 
gross  (about)  of  bottles,  various,  pill  and  ointment  boxes, 
&c."  The  value  of  this  haul  was  further  enhanced  when 
the  lucky  purchaser  discovered  about  3  gals,  of  eucalyptus 
oil  stored  in  the  "  stone- ware."  The  following  two  lots,  sold 
for  10s.  to  a  dauntless  broker,  are  as  they  appeared  in  the 
catalogue  :— 

Half  pound  pulv.  alces  oanellu,  A  lb.  p.  rad.  jalapa,  1  lb.  amnion, 
suits,  ^  lb.  acid  tannic,  A  lb.  p.  kramerke,  2\  lbs.  quasia,  4  lbs.  bac 
tunic,  %  lb.  amona  meal,  1  lb.  pulv.  acaciie  tyk,  3f  lbs.  fiuci  suit, 
4  lbs.  trock.  potass  chlor.,  1  pulv.  sapo  caffc,  h  lb.  soda  nitias  pur, 
A  lb.  triticum  repens,  5  lb.  amnion,  chlor.  pur,  2  ozs.  cupri  acct., 
15  dozen  willow  boxes,  7  bundles  tow,  28  lbs.  bovac  acic.  and  31 
dozen  wooden  boxes. 

Three  and  a  quarter  pounds  lig-haeniistix,  2k  lbs.  ac-oxalic, 
13  lbs.  rid  sarsa,  1  lb.  14  ozs.  rad.  gentian,  4  lbs.  pot.  biclirom., 
2  lbs.  liyd.  amnion.,  2  lbs.  red  sarca,  3_j  lbs.  rad.  anchuse,  3|  lbs. 
cere  flaxam,  7  lbs.  fol.  senna,  2  lbs.  mag.  carb.  levis,  J  lb.  carb 
quilline,  1  lb.  pulv.  zinget  jam,  OPP,  If  lbs.  sodoe  nil,  pulv. 
curcumae,  VER,  1  lb.  pulv.  acaciie,  2h  lbs.  fol.  buchu,  h  lb.  luclien 
hybern,  5  lb.  p.  glycyrrh  dec,  2  lbs.  zinci  oxide  (Hubbuck's),  2h  lbs. 
plurriti  acct.,  If  lbs.,  p.  lapis  catam,  1  lb.  rose  pink  and  3f  lbs. 
pulv.  acid  boric. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  compilers  have  played  fast  and 
loose,  not  only  with  B  P.  nomenclature,  but  also  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  as  the  urbane  auctioneer 
gave  no  indication  that  he  was  a  qualified  chemist. 
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Verbal  Prescriptions. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Sheffield  on  December  7,  on  the 
body  of  Mrs.  Catherine  Wood,  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Henry 
Mitchell  Benson,  the  lady's  medical  attendant,  was  to  the 
effect  that  she  had  been  suffering  from  an  inflammation  of 
the  ear.  In  the  course  of  his  treatment  he  resolved  to 
administer  a  draught  to  make  his  patient  sleep,  and  told  his 
dispenser  to  put  up  2  gr.  of  acetate  of  morphia  dissolved  in 
rectified  spirit.    Continuing,  he  said:— 

I  also  asked  him  [th1  dispenser]  what  preparations  we  had  of 
atropine,  and  he  said,  "  The  liquor  atropine  sulphate."  I  said, 
"  What  strength  is  that  ?  Is  it  the  new  or  the  old  British  Phar- 
macopoeia '?  "  He  answered,  "  lb  is  1  in  100,"  and  I  said,  "  Put 
me  up  two-hundredths  of  that."  At  that  moment  the  telephone- 
bell  was  ringing,  and  I  went  to  it  to  make  an  appointment  with 
Dr.  Porter.  I  left  the  dispenser  in  the  surgery.  When  I  came 
back  I  found  the  draught  in  the  ounce  bottle  with  what  appeared 
to  be  2  or  3  dr.  or  teaspoonfuls  in  it.  I  went  to  the 
window  with  this  and  held  it  up  It  was  a  poison-bottle.  I 
stepped  to  the  side  and  filled  it  up  with  filtered  water.  I  poured 
half  of  it  into  the  sink. 

The  Coroner  (Mr.  Bagshawe) :  Why  did  you  do  that,  may 
I  ask  '? 

Witness :  Because  I  wanted  to  give  one  dose  instead  of  two. 

When  he  reached  deceased's  house,  Mr.  Benson  poured  a 
little  more  of  the  draught  away  before  adding  water  to 
administer  to  the  patient.  It  was  eventually  administered, 
and  the  patient  died  nest  day,  in  spite  of  the  exertions  of 
Mr.  Benson  and  Dr.  Carter  and  Mr.  Pye-Smith,  whom  he 
called  in.  The  death  Mr.  Benson  candidly  stated  to  be  due 
to  an  overdose  of  morphia  and  atropine,  contained  in  the 
draught  which  had  been  given  under  his  instructions.  On 
this  point  the  following  conversation  took  place  between 
the  Coroner  and  the  doctor  : — 

Can  you  tell  the  jury  why  a  mistake  of  this  sort  should  have 
occurred  ?  How  can  you  explain  such  a  serious  mistake  as  this  ? 
■ — It  must  have  been  a  mistake  between  myself  and  the  dispenser 
when  verbally  giving  the  quantities. 

Haven't  you  been  instructed,  Mr.  Benson,  that  in  prescribing 
powerful  drugs  like  this,  it  is  most  necessary  indeed  to  give 
the  prescription  in  writing  '? — Yes. 

It  has  come  within  my  own  knowledge  that,  when  powerful  pre- 
scriptions have  been  prescribed,  that  there  has  been  no  evidence 
in  writing  of  what  they  have  contained.  Is  it  not  necessary  to 
have  them  in  writing  ? — Yes. 

The  dispenser,  Edwin  Wood,  stated  that  his  instructions 
were  to  put  2  gr.  of  morphia  and  about  1  dr.  of  atropine 
sulphate  [liquor  ?]  in  a  bottle  and  leave  it  there.  He  did  not 
know  what  the  mixture  was  to  be  used  for.  He  was  quite 
certain  he  had  made  no  mistake.  After  further  evidence, 
the  jury  decided  that  deceased  died  from  the  effects  of  an 
overdose  of  morphia  and  atropine  administered  by  Mr. 
Henry  Mitchell  Benson,  the  medical  attendant,  and  that 
death  arose  by  misadventure. 

Covering. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Littleborough  on  December  7,  on 
the  body  of  a  tailor's  apprentice,  named  Dearden,  who  died 
from  morphia-poisoning,  it  was  stated  that  two  empty 
bottles  were  found  under  the  pillow  in  deceased's  bed.  One. 
a  2-oz.  bottle,  had  contained  solution  of  hydrochloride  of 
morphia,  and  the  label  bore  the  name  of  Joseph  Sidebottom, 
chemist,  Church  Street,  Littleborough.  The  label  had  been 
scratched  off  the  other  bottle,  which  had  held  sweet  spirit 
of  nitre.  The  evidence  of  Joseph  Sidebottom,  who  stated 
that  he  carried  on  business  in  Littleborough,  but  lived  at 
Church,  near  Accrington,  was  to  the  effect  that  he  supplied 
deceased  with  a  solution  of  morphia  "  for  sleeplessness."  He 
(witness)  was  the  only  qualified  member  of  the  firm,  and 
worked  the  two  businesses  by  travelling  backwards  and 
forwards.  By  request  of  the  Coroner  (Mr.  F.  N.  Molesworth), 
witness  wrote  down  the  name  of  the  solution  supplied  to 
deceased,  and,  on  comparing  the  handwriting  with  that  on 
the  labelled  bottle  in  his  possession,  the  Coroner  drew 
witness's  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  handwriting  was  not 
the  same.  Witness  then  admitted  that  the  solution  was 
supplied  by  his  brother,  and  that  he  was  not  in  the  shop 
himself  at  the  time.  The  Coroner  thereupon  refused  to  hear 
any  further  evidence  from  Joseph  Sidebottom,  and  sent  for 
the  brother  who  supplied  the  morphia.  The  latter  admitted 
selling  the  solution  to  deceased,  and  said  there  was  no  one 


present  at  the  time  of  the  sale  but  his  father  and  himself. 
After  hearing  further  evidence  the  jury  announced  that  they 
were  of  opinion  that  death  was  due  to  morphia-poisoning,  but 
whether  the  poison  was  taken  accidentally  or  wilfully  there 
was  no  evidence  to  show.  Joseph  Sidebottom, when  called  in 
to  sign  his  depositions,  declined  to  do  so,  on  the  ground  that 
certain  statements  contained  therein  were  not  true.  Mr. 
Sidebottom  made  an  appeal  to  the  jury  for  consideration  of 
the  unfortunate  position  he  was  placed  in  but  a  rider  was 
added  to  the  verdict  censuring  Mr.  Sidebottom,  and  the 
Coroner  instructed  the  police-sergeant  to  report  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  to  the  superintendent. 

The  Doctor's  Dispenser. 

At  an  inquest  on  the  body  of  a  woman  named  Shepherd, 
held  before  Mr.  Sidney  Smelt,  the  Manchester  City  Coroner,  on 
December  7,  it  was  stated  that  Mr.  C  H.  Thompson,  M.B., 
who  resides  at  Clayton,  has  four  surgeries  kept  by  house- 
keepers. One  of  these,  at  Beswick  Street,  is  kept  by  a  Mrs. 
Brady  and  her  daughter,  17  years  of  age.  On  December  5 
Mr.  Shepherd  sent  to  the  Beswick  Street  surgery  for  the 
doctor.  Miss  Brady  telephoned  to  Mr.  Thompson,  who 
declined  to  see  Mrs.  Shepherd  that  night,  but  telephoned  to 
Miss  Brady  to  ask  her  mother  to  give  Mrs.  Shepherd  a 
mixture  containing  "  1  oz.  of  mag.  sulph.,  1  dr.  of  nux 
vomica,  and  6  oz.  of  water."  The  patient  was  also  to  have 
one  c3lornel  pill.  The  mixture  was  given  to  Mrs.  Shepherd, 
who  died  shortly  afterwards.  Miss  Brady  dispensed  the 
mixture,  and  deposed  that  she  had  once  before  made  up 
medicine  in  the  doctor's  absence,  and  several  times  in  his 
presence.  A  post-mortem  examination  showed  that  death 
had  resulted  from  pneumonia,  but  Dr.  Heslop  said  the  treat- 
ment was  not  proper  for  pneumonia.  The  Coroner  strongly 
condemned  the  action  of  Mr.  Thompson,  who  had  refused 
point-blank  to  attend  the  inquest.  For  a  girl  of  17  to 
act  as  a  doctor's  assistant  was,  he  said,  a  very  dangerous 
practice.  Dr.  Heslop  stated  that  unqualified  dispensers  were 
allowed.  The  Coroner  said  Mr.  Thompson  had  prescribed 
for  a  woman  whom  he  had  not  seen.  How  could  he  know 
what  was  the  matter  with  her  ?  It  was  a  most  extraordinary 
proceeding  for  a  doctor  to  carry  on  his  practice  in  that  way. 
At  the  request  of  the  jury  the  Coroner  consented  to  report 
the  matter  to  the  Medical  Council,  and  a  verdict  of  death 
from  pneumonia  was  returned.  The  day  following  the 
reports  of  the  inquest  in  the  local  press,  Mr.  Thompson  wrote 
stating  that  Miss  Brady  had  mixed  the  medicine  on  her  own- 
responsibility.  His  directions  had  been  sent  to  her  mother, 
who  was  his  housekeeper  ;  that  the  medicine  was  harmless  ; 
that  there  was  no  law  with  regard  to  unqualified  dispensers 
that  he  was  aware  of  ;  and  that  he  knew  of  no  medical  man 
in  that  neighbourhood  who  employed  a  qualified  dispenser. 

Leeds  Notes. 

Mr.  W.  Hutton,  chemist,  Dial  Street,  is  performing  the 
secretarial  duties  in  connection  with  a  big  treat  to  the  sand- 
wichmen  of  the  city  on  Christmas  Day. 

A  Leeds  correspondent  complains  that  the  C.  S;  B.  has 
been  removed  from  the  table  at  the  Church  Institute,  Albion 
Place,  and  transferred  by  the  Chemists'  Association  to  the 
Institute  Secretary's  office.  As  a  general  reader  interested 
in  the  C.  $  D.'s  readable  pages,  he  demurs  at  this  action 
of  the  Association,  though  he  admits  that  the  journal  may 
be  seen  at  any  chemist's  counter  for  the  asking.  [We 
are  glad  to  hear  of  the  change. — Editor.] 

From  the  "West  of  England. 
The  old-established  business  premises  of  Warner  &  Co  , 
chemists  to  the  Queen,  Bristol,  have  recently  been  renovated 
inside  and  out,  and  the  style  of  fitting  adopted  is  in  marked 
contrast  to  that  of  some  of  the  firm's  up-to-date  com- 
petitors. 

Bristol,  in  common  with  many  other  largely-populated 
centres,  suffers  keenly  from  extreme  cutting,  notwithstanding 
which  Messrs.  Hodder  &  Co.  contemplate  opening  another 
branch  at  Christmas  in  Whiteladies  Road — a  district  already 
well  supplied  with  pharmacies. 

The  pharmaceutical  fraternity  of  Clifton  have  received  an 
acquisition  to  their  ranks  in  the  person  of  Mr.  P.  H.  Sirvai, 
a  Parsee  gentleman  from  Bombay,  who  is  serving  his  appren- 
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ticeship  with  the  historic  firm  of  Giles,  Schacht  &  Co.  As 
the  Parsee  is  usually  a  successful  businessman,  Mr.  Sirvai's 
pharmaceutical  career  will  be  watched  with  interest  by  his 
friends  in  England  and  India. 

Exeter  City  Analyst. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Exeter  City  Council  on  December  12, 
a  sub-committee  reported  that  they  were  of  opinion  that  the 
course  suggested  by  Mr.  C.  J.  Moor,  the  city  analyst,  to 
appoint  his  partner,  Mr.  Martin  Priest,  as  additional  analyst, 
still  retaining  Mr.  Moor  as  analyst,  was  one  that  they  could 
not  recommend  the  Council  to  adopt.  They  did  not  wish, 
however,  to  place  obstacles  in  Mr.  Moor's  way,  and  recom- 
mended that  he  be  released  from  his  appointment  on 
January  1.  The  committee  further  recommended  that 
advertisements  be  at  once  issued  inviting  applications  for 
the  appointment  upon  the  terms  already  fixed  by  the  Council, 
the  appointment  to  be  made  by  the  Council  on  December  27. 
The  report  was  adopted. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

A  suggestion  has  been  made  that  in  Hereford  and  other 
cider-districts  pomological  stations  be  established  in  order 
to  promote  the  cultivation  of  the  best  varieties  of  cider- 
fruits,  as  in  France  and  other  continental  countries. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Dental  Hospital  it  was 
stated  that  a  good  time  was  coming  for  dentists  in  the  city 
when  the  Elan  river  water  was  brought  to  the  town.  The 
consumption  of  the  water,  it  is  predicted,  will  cause  such 
an  epidemic  of  dental  caries  that  artificial  teeth  will  be  in 
universal  demand. 

The  window-scratching  fiend  was  detected  practising  on 
Mr.  A.  Bird's  window  in  Worcester  Street  last  week.  The 
destroyer  was  a  Jewish  tailor,  named  Harris  Woolf,  whose 
solicitor  pleaded  absent-mindedness  on  his  client's  behalf  ; 
but  the  plea  was  not  strong  enough  to  prevent  Woolf 
being  fined  25s.,  including  damages  to  window,  or  the 
alternative  of  month. 

The  analytical  raid  this  week  has  been  upon  camphorated 
oil,  tincture  of  iodine,  and  compound  tincture  of  benzoin. 
Four  ounces  of  each  were  taken,  and  they  were  duly  divided 
in  partes  tres.  The  authorities  have  tried  the  same  drugs 
before.  [Local  subscribers  who  are  amongst  the  sampled 
will  find  notes  of  past  cases  in  the  The  Chemists'  and 
Druggists'  Diary,  1901,  pages  507,  515,  and  516.— Editor.] 

Mr.  John  Bellamy,  of  Bellamy  &  Wakefield,  pharma- 
ceutical chemists,  laid  the  foundation-stone  of  a  new  block 
of  shops  and  offices  to  be  erected  by  the  Birmingham  New 
Buildings  Company  at  the  junction  of  Paradise  Street  and 
Easy  Row.  The  freehold  site  (bringing  in  a  ground-rental 
of  600Z.  per  annum)  belongs  to  Mr.  Bellamy,  and  the  corner- 
piece  of  the  building  will  be  occupied  by  Messrs.  Bellamy  & 
Wakefield. 

The  St.  Helens  Explosion. 

The  hearing  of  the  action  by  the  St.  Helens  Corporation 
against  the  United  Alkali  Company  for  damage  to  the  St. 
Helens  gasworks,  as  a  result  of  the  chlorate-of-potash  explo- 
sion at  Kurtz's  Chemical-works,  occupied  four  days  at  the 
Nisi  Prius  Court,  Liverpool  Assizes,  this  week.  After  hear- 
ing a  formidable  array  of  expert  evidence  on  both  sides,  the 
jury  ultimately  came  to  the  conclusion  that  chlorate  of 
potassium  was  not  of  itself  a  dangerous  substance ;  that 
before  the  date  of  the  accident  it  was  not  known  to  the 
defendants  that  it  was  an  explosive  unmixed  with  other 
substances,  but  that  the  defendants  ought  to  have  known 
that  it  was  explosive  ;  that  the  defendants  in  manufacture 
and  storage  of  potassium  chlorate  did  not  take  all  reasonable 
care  and  precaution  to  prevent  accident  by  fire  and  explo- 
sion ;  that  that  want  of  care  contributed  to  the  accident,  and 
that  the  fire  was  not  one  which  happened  by  mere  chance 
without  negligence.  Counsel  for  the  Corporation  asked  for 
judgment  for  the  plaintiffs  on  these  findings,  but  the  ques- 
tion was  reserved  for  discussion  in  London. 

The  Week's  Poisonings. 

Nineteen  fatalities  from  poisoning  are  reported  sixteen  of 
which  are  due  to  scheduled  poisons.  Laudanum  heads  the 
list  with  six  deaths  to  its  credit,  carbolic  acid  is  responsible 
for  four,  and  chloroform  for  three ;  the  remaining  three 


|  being  prussic  acid  (taken  by  a  veterinary  surgeon's  assis- 
tant), morphia,  and  rat-poison.  At  Coventry  a  child  drank 
from  a  ginger-beer  bottle  which  contained  zinc  dissolved  in 
hydrochloric  acid,  with  fatal  results;  while  at  Walker  a 
woman  drank  a  liniment  in  mistake  for  medicine.  In  one  of 
the  carbolic  fatalities,  the  poison  had  been  obtained  from 
the  Sanitary  Department  of  the  Halifax  Corporation,  and  the 
bottle  in  which  it  was  sent  out  was  not  labelled  "  Poison." 
The  jury  requested  the  Coroner  to  intimate  to  the  sanitary 
authorities  that  some  indication  of  the  poisonous  properties 
of  carbolic  acid  should  be  given  on  the  bottles  in  which  it 
was  supplied. 

An  inquiry  was  opened  at  Cardiff,  on  December  11,  into  the 
death  of  a  Bristol  commercial  traveller,  who  had  been  found 
dead  in  bed  in  a  Cardiff  house  where  he  was  lodging.  Be- 
side him  was  a  glass  containing  a  bluish  powder,  which  on 
analysis  by  Mr.  John  Munday,  chemist,  was  found  to  contain 
a  very  large  proportion  of  strychnine,  and  which  in  Mr. 
Munday's  opinion  was  a  vermin-destroyer.  The  inquiry  was 
adjourned  in  order  that  post-mortem  examination  might  be 
made. 

A  Dispenser's  Holiday. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Hewitt,  who  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  has  been 
dispenser  to  the  Holborn  Union,  has  recently  had  some 
trouble  with  the  Guardians,  on  account  of  his  holiday.  This 
he  spent  at  the  Paris  Exhibition,  where  he  met  with  an 
accident,  spraining  his  ankle,  which  delayed  his  return. 
This  was  duly  explained  by  Mrs.  Hewitt,  and  a  medical 
certificate  was  sent  along  with  her  letter.  This  was  reported 
in  the  C.  D.  at  the  time.  However,  Mr.  Hewitt  found  it 
necessary  to  lay  the  whole  facts  of  the  matter  before  the 
Board  at  the  meeting  on  Wednesday  evening  of  this  week, 
and,  in  order  to  remove  any  doubt  whatever  that  may  have 
arisen  in  regard  to  his  accident,  invited  the  Board  to  make 
the  fullest  inquiry.  Mr.  Geo.  Eade  (Chairman  of  the  Dis- 
pensary Committee)  said  that  if  Mr.  Hewitt  had  explained 
as  fully  before,  some  unpleasantness  might  have  been  saved. 


3rteb  mews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  intereting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 

The  Lord-Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council  have  approved  the 
appointment  of  Messrs.  James  Henry,  LL.D.,  D.  O'Sullivan, 
M.P.S.I.,  and  Mr.  James  Guiler,  M.P.S  I.,  Belfast,  as 
pharmaceutical  examiners. 

The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  the  Council  was  convened 
for  Wednesday,  December  5,  at  67  Lower  Mount  Street, 
Dublin,  but  owing  to  the  want  of  a  quorum  no  meeting  took 
place.  The  following  members  of  Council  attended  : — The 
President  (Mr.  Beggs),  the  Vice-President  (Mr.  Bernard), 
and  Messrs.  W.  F.  Wells,  Simpson,  Grindley,  and  Brown. 

January  Examinations.  —The  last  day  for  lodging  applica- 
tions for  the  Preliminary  examination  will  be  Tuesday, 
December  18.  The  last  day  for  lodging  applications  for  the 
Pharmaceutical  Assistant,  Registered  Druggist,  and  Pharma- 
ceutical Licence  examinations  will  ba  Monday,  Decem- 
ber 24. 

The  Solids  of  Ipecac.  Wine. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Tullamore  Board  of  Guardians 
the  Clerk  said  that  a  difference  of  opinion  had  arisen 
between  the  analyst  and  the  contractor  over  ipecac,  wine. 
The  analyst  said  it  should  contain  more  solid  matter,  while 
the  contractor  maintained  that  the  absence  of  solid  matter 
from  the  wine  was  a  distinct  advantage.  The  Board  left  the 
matter  between  the  two. 

A  Fatal  Burn. 
At  an  inquest  held  in  Belfast  last  week  regarding  the 
death  in  the  Royal  Hospital  of  a  boy  of  16  from  blood- 
poisoning  following  a  burn,  it  transpired  that  little  attention 
was  given  to  the  burn  at  first,  but  when  it  began  to  swell 
friends  of  the  boy  went  to  the  shop  of  Mr.  Wm.  Shaw, 
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registered  druggist,  Grosvenor  Road,  where  a  lotion  and 
ointment  were  supplied,  Mr.  Shaw  stating  that  the  lotion 
should  not  get  near  the  open  sore.  Subsequently  the  lad 
went  to  the  Royal  Hospital  for  treatment,  where  he  died. 
Coroner  Finnegan,  having  seen  the  lotion,  said  that  it 
seemed  to  be  methylated  spirit.  Dr.  Parker  said  that  death 
arose  from  blood-poisoning.  The  methylated  spirit  would 
have  acted  as  an  irritant.  The  Coroner,  in  addressing  the 
jury,  said  there  was  far  too  much  of  that  sort  of  thing  going 
on  in  Belfast.  He  did  not  say  that  the  application  of  the 
methylated  spirit  brought  about  death,  but  the  druggist  had 
no  business  whatever  to  have  acted  in  the  way  he  did.  The 
jury  fonnd  that  death  was  caused  by  blood-poisoning,  and 
they  added  a  rider  stating  that  Mr.  Shaw  should  not  have 
prescribed  for  the  deceased. 


Scotcb  1ftew0, 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Personal. 

Councillor  Richard  Clark,  of  Raimes,  Clark  &  Co.,  wholesale 
druggists,  Edinburgh,  has  been  elected  Chairman  of  the 
Edinburgh  Parish  Council  and  of  the  Lunacy  Board. 

Chemical-works  Accident. 
A  Russian  Pole  named  George  Reynolds,  employed  as  a 
labourer  at  the  ammonia-works  of  William  Dixon  (Limited), 
Crown  Street,  Glasgow,  was  suffocated  on  December  8  while 
cleaning  a  still  in  connection  with  the  ammonia-boiler. 

Poisoning  Alleged. 

A  young  servant,  named  Mary  Dalryrnple,  is  in  Glasgow 
Prison  on  suspicion  of  attempting  to  poison  her  master, 
Dr.  Anthony  Vost,  of  Alva,  by  putting  salt  of  sorrel  into  his 
tea.  It  is  stated  that  the  young  woman's  mind  has  become 
unhinged. 

Scotch  Inquests. 

At  the  Edinburgh  Sheriff  Court  on  December  6,  public 
inquiries  were  held  into  the  causes  of  a  number  of  fatal  acci- 
dents. Amongst  the  cases  investigated  was  the  death  of  James 
Campbell,  a  labourer,  who  was  burned  on  October  30  while 
in  the  employment  of  Messrs.  T.  &  H.  Smith  &  Co.,  chemical- 
manufacturers,  Edinburgh,  and  died  in  the  Royal  Infirmary. 

Celluloid  Dangers. 

The  explosive  character  of  celluloid  has  been  again 
exemplified  by  the  accident  which  occurred  to  Lady  Saltoun, 
at  Lochinch,  Castle  Kennedy,  last  week.  Lady  Saltoun  was 
sitting  before  the  Are,  when  the  comb  in  her  hair  suddenly 
ignited,  and  her  hair  was  ablaze  in  a  moment.  Lady 
Ailsa  extinguished  the  flimes  with  difficulty,  but  not  before 
Lady  Saltoun  was  severely  burned. 

A  Chemist's  Death. 

At  Alloa  last  week  the  dead  bodies  of  James  Ambrose 
Robertson,  chemist  and  druggist,,  and  his  aunt,  Miss 
Ambrose,  were  found  in  a  house  together,  and  morphia- 
poisoning  is  suspected  as  the  cause.  Robertson  was  formerly 
in  business  in  Fraserburgh,  but  removed  to  Birnam,  where  he 
carried  on  business  for  nearly  a  year.  During  the  past 
summer  he  had  been  suffering  from  mental  disorder,  and  it 
is  probable  that  the  tragedy  had  been  perpetrated  in  a  fit 
of  insanity.  Robertson's  latest  address  was  Dudley  Avenue, 
Leith. 

[When  Mr.  Robertson  was  in  Fraserburgh  we  had  a  good  deal 
of  correspondence  from  him,  and  in  our  issue  of  July  30,  1898,  was 
printed  a  description  of  a  small  pharmacy  which  he  established 
at  Baltasound,  in  Unst,  for  the  convenience  of  the  herring-fishers. 
This  he  called  "the  northest  pharmacy  in  Britain."  Mr. 
Robertson  called  the  short  season's  business  there  "  a  perpetual 
picnic."  "  We  sleep  (he  added)  one  on  the  floor  and  one  below  the 
counter ;  we  catch  and  fry  our  own  fish ;  we  shave  behind  the 
front  counter  ;  we  wash  in  the  open  air  on  a  box  alongside  the 
pharmacy,  and  receive  our  customers  while  we  are  breakfasting  at 
the  front  counter."     In  his  Fraserburgh  business  he  employed 


methods  more  appropriate  to  abig  go-ahead  manufacturing  town. 
Shortly  after  he  gave  up  business  there  wo  had  a  call  from  him. 
He  wanted  our  advice  as  to  starting  business  in  the  newly- 
acquired  British  territory  iu  China — Wei-hni-wei.  He  was 
exceedingly  sanguine  of  success,  especially  in  the  direction  of  new 
experience,  and  was  in  communication  with  the  Foreign  Office 
and  other  Government  authorities  as  to  his  venture.  One  could 
not  fail  to  observe  the  thoroughness  of  the  man  in  business 
matters;  but  there  was  that  lack  of  power  in  directing  which 
betokens  intellectual  weakness. —Editor.] 

Carbolic  Acid  — Poison. 

We  are  informed  by  an  Aberdeen  paper  that  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Standing  Joint  Committee  of  the  County  Council  in 
Aberdeen  last  week,  "a  letter  was  read  from  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  anent  the  sale  of  carbolic  acid,  and  stating  that 
considering  the  number  of  deaths  caused  by  that  acid, 
especially  of  a  suicidal  character,  that  the  acid  would  now 
be  regarded  as  a  poison.  The  result  is  that  in  future  a 
person  wishing  to  purchase  carbolic  acid  will  have  first  to 
secure  a  line  from  a  medical  man  "  This  information  is  a 
trifle  belated,  and  "a  wee  bit"  on  the  side  of  inac- 
curacy. 


jfrencb  IRewa. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Obituary. — M.  Bain,  proprietor  of  the  Phannacie  Linde- 
wald,  Mentone,  one  of  the  English  pharmacies  in  that 
beautiful  Riviera  resort,  has  died  after  a  long  and  painful 
illness.  The  funeral,  which  took  place  on  December  11,  was 
attended  by  most  of  the  chemists  of  Mentone,  amongst  whom 
M.  Bain  was  held  in  the  utmost  esteem.  M.  Bain's  phar- 
macy was  mentioned  in  an  article  contributed  to  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  of  July  27,  1895,  page  163,  by 
another  brilliant  pharmacist  who  has  also  gone  before,  Mr. 
W.  Lloyd  Williams. 

A  Successful  Golfer.— Mr.  A.  B.  Lambert  (of  the 
Lambert  Pharmacal  Company,  St.  Louis,  U.S.A.)  has  won 
the  silver  tankard  presented  to  the  members  of  the  Paris 
Golf  Club  by  Messrs.  Williams  &  Co.  The  final  tie  was 
played  on  December  4  over  the  club's  links  at  Mesnil-le-Roi. 
It  was  a  close  contest  between  Messrs.  Lambert  and  Albertini. 
Among  Mr.  Lambert's  recent  successes  are  the  winning  of 
the  "Handicap  des  Amateurs"  at  the  International  Golf 
Tournament  at  Compiegne,  the  "  Prix  du  Deuce  of  Clubs," 
and  the  November  medal  at  Mesnil. 

A  Reform  Relative  to  Mineral  Waters. — The  Paris 
Academy  of  Medicine  appointed  a  committee  some  time  ago 
to  examine  the  present  state  of  the  trade  in  mineral  waters, 
and  the  conditions  under  which  it  is  carried  on.  A  report  on 
the  subject  was  submitted  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Academy, 
which  contained  the  following  suggestions  : — 

1.  An  inquiry  should  be  made  at  the  instance  of  the  Academy, 
if  necessary,  in  each  locality,  regarding  the  various  sources 
authorised  up  to  the  present  time.  The  permission  should  be 
withdrawn  from  the  owners  of  those  wells  who  have  ceased  to 
sell  the  water  for  more  than  three  years.  A  general  list  of 
authorised  sources  should  be  drawn  up  and  published  by  the 
Academy. 

2.  Measures  should  be  taken  to  control  variations  in  mineral 
waters,  also  wells  likely  to  lose  their  peculiar  qualities. 

3.  Mineral-water  companies  should  be  requested  to  strictly  con- 
form to  the  conditions  of  their  authorisations,  and  in  the  event  of 
not  doing  so  their  permits  should  be  confiscated. 

4.  The  analysis  and  date  of  bottling  should  be  inscribed  on 
all  bottles  offered  for  sale. 

5.  It  is  advisable  to  oi'ganise  a  control  of  mineral-water  sources 
and  thermal  establishments.  Local  inspe3tors,  for  wdiose  nomina- 
tion the  Academy  places  itself  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government, 
should  not  be  allowed  to  practise  medicine  in  any  of  the  towns 
over  which  they  would  have  control. 

The  suggestions  were  voted  unanimously  by  the  Academy. 

Hospital  Revelry. — The  Salic  dc  garde,  or  sitting-room, 
of  the  house-pharmacists  at  the  Saint  Antoine  Hospital,  has 
been  temporarily  closed  by  order  of  the  Managing  Committee 
of  the  Paris  Hospitals.  This  disciplinary  measure  is  a 
rigorous  one,  and  is  due  to  an  escapade  on  the  part  of  the 
young  pharmacists  connected  with  the  hospital  which 
occurred  last  September.     It  appears  that  one  of  the 
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pharmacists,  who  was  on  night  duty,  asked  one  of  his 
colleagues  to  replace  him  ;  the  latter  accepted,  but  was  rash 
enough  to  induce  a  young  lady  to  relieve  the  monotony  of 
his  vigil  by  her  company.  Towards  midnight  some  other 
young  pharmacists  came  to  the  Salle  de  garde  with  more 
ladies,  and  they  all  agreed  that  the  best  thing  to  do  would 
be  to  have  supper.  It  must  have  been  a  pretty  noisy  affair, 
for  a  complaint  was  lodged  against  them  next  day,  the  result 
being  that  one  of  the  men  was  suspended  from  his  work  at 
the  hospital  for  three  months,  and  another  fined  a  month's 
pay,  the  room  being  also  closed  until  further  notice.  The 


The  Salle  de  Gaede. 

general  room,  known  as  the  Salle  de  garde,  which  is  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  house-pharmacists  in  all  the  Paris 
hospitals,  serves  both  as  a  sitting  and  dining  room.  The 
hospital  supplies  the  pharmacists  who  are  on  duty  with  their 
meals  ;  but  the  general  rule  is  for  all  the  pharmacists  to 
subscribe  a  certain  sum  in  addition,  and  they  all  take  their 
meals  together  on  a  comparatively  economical  basis.  The 
room  itself  is  generally  very  plainly  furnished,  but  when 
there  is  a  musician  in  the  party  a  piano  is  usually  hired,  and 
so  musical  evenings  of  a  pleasant  character  are  often  held. 
This  explains  how  the  door  is  open,  so  to  speak,  for  over- 
stepping the  mark,  as  seems  to  have  happened  at  the  Saint 
Antoine  Hospital ;  but  such  an  occurrence  is  almost  unknown, 
and  serves  to  bring  into  relief  the  general  good  behaviour 
of  the  hospital  pharmacists. 


Colonial  anb  foreign  IRews. 


Special  Consular  Reports  in  Germany.— The  German 
central  bureau  for  preparing  commercial  treaties  directs  the 
attention  of  the  business  community  to  a  new  method  lately 
adopted  by  the  German  Government  in  issuing,  "after  the 
mode  of  the  United  States  Department  of  State,"  special 
Consular  reports  upon  certain  products,  trade  matters,  or 
economical  questions.  These  reports — in  reply  to  a  line  of 
interrogatories  or  specified  instructions — are  prepared  by 
German  Consuls,  and  then  published  and  gratuitously  dis- 
tributed by  the  German  Government. 

Registration  in  Spain. — The  much-debated  question  of 
the  compulsory  registration  of  Spanish  pharmacists  has  at 
length  been  settled.  A  "Colegio  de  Farmaceuticos "  will 
be  established  in  the  capital  of  every  province,  in  which  all 
persons  trading  as  pharmacists  must  be  registered  either  as 
owner,  director,  or  assistant.  The  members  must  submit  to 
the  "  Colegio  "  all  contracts  made  for  the  supply  of  medica- 
ments to  societies.  The  "Colegio"  also  has  far-reaching 
disciplinary  rights,  and  may  suspend  an  offender  for  a  period 
of  five  months. 

Liquid  Carbonic-acid  Gas. — One  of  the  most  interesting 
chemical-industries  in  Wurtemberg,  says  H.M.  Consul  there, 
is  the  manufacture  of  liquid  carbonic-acid  gas,  which  has 
during  the  past  two  years  made   great  progress.  The 


carbonic  acid  is  procured  from  natural-gas  springs  at  Eyach, 
on  the  Neckar.  It  is  conducted  into  pipes,  dried  with 
chloride  of  calcium,  and  then  compressed  into  the"  liquid 
state  by  machines  driven  by  the  water-power  of  the  Neckar. 
The  liquid  carbonic-acid  gas  is  afterwards  filtered  through 
charcoal  and  filled  into  specially  constructed  steel  cylinders 
with  a  capacity  of  from  20  to  40  lbs. 

Raising  the  Wind. — A  firm  of  chocolate-manufacturers 
at  Buenos  Ayres  had  a  visit  recently  by  two  men,  who  were 
anxious  to  sell  to  the  firm  several  thousands  of  labels  which 
they  had  printed,  with  the  name  of  the  chocolate  of  their 
manufacture.  When  told  that  the  firm  did  not  require  them 
they  threatened  to  sell  them  to  another  chocolate-maker  in 
order  that  he  might  use  them  They  asked  $30  per  thousand, 
whereas  the  usual  cost  was  something  under  $5  per  thousand. 
Eventually  the  police  were  called  in,  and  the  audacity  met 
its  proper  reward  by  imprisonment. 

Drug-taxes  Discussed. — A  lively  discussion  as  to  recent 
rulings  on  bankruptcy  matters,  and  the  prospects  of  a  reduc- 
tion of  war-taxes  on  drugs  and  medicines,  developed  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Board  of  Trade 
at  Boston  on  November  27.  The  discussion  was  started  by  a 
statement  of  Edward  Atkinson,  a  well-known  anti-Imperialist, 
that  the  action  of  the  Board  in  recommending  the  repeal  of 
taxes  on  Jamaica  ginger,  &c,  was  in  the  interests  of  the 
liquor-traffic.  Gorham  Oilman,  of  the  Druggists'  Association, 
protested  against  the  remarks  as  uncalled  for  and  unworthy 
of  the  organisation,  and  a  warm  discussion  ensued.  The 
meeting  was  otherwise  successful,  thirty-nine  out  of  forty- 
six  organisations  in  the  Board  being  represented. 

Tariff-changes  in  Western  Australia  —The  follow- 
ing are  in  the  list  of  decisions  affecting  the  classification 
of  articles  under  the  tariff  of  Western  Australia  : — 


Aphicide — toilet-soap 

Bark,  lor  tanning — as  tanning  materials... 
Benzole,  in  bulk 

„      in  bottles  

Carbolic-acid  crystals  (in  bottles) ... 
Catgut  -  as  druggists' sundries 
Charts,  temperature — as  druggists'  sun- 
dries   

Chloride  of  lime,  for  mining-purposes  and 
imported  in  bulk — as  disinfectant  ... 
Cocoa,  Vi-,  Dr.  Tibbles's — as  cocoa 
Concentrated  vinegar — as  vinegar 
Corks,  indiarubber  ... 

Dextrin  maltose— as  starch   

Eyes,  artificial 
Filter-paper — as  filter-cloth 
Hair-brushes,  silver-mounted 
Kola-nut  tonic — if  non-spirituous... 

Ligatures — as  surgical  appliances  

Petal-dust — as  perfumery  ... 
Phenazone — as  drugs 
Potash  permanganate 

„     prussiate — as  drugs 

Quinquina-Dubonnet— as  wine   

Scent-bottles,  silver-mounted   

Sen-Sen — as  perfumery 
Tooth-paste — as  druggists'  sundries 
Vibrona  and  vibrona  port — as  still  wine  ... 
Wine,  quinine— as  still  wine 


ad  val. 


ad  val. 


gall. 

ad  val. 


20  per  cent. 

free 

free 
15  per  cent. 


free 

6<Z. 
15  per  cent. 


10  per  cent. 
15  per  cent. 


ad  val. 
gall. 
ad  val. 


gall. 


20  per  cent. 
15  per  cent. 

free 
15  per  cent. 

6s.  6d. 
15  per  cent. 
JO  per  cent. 
15  per  cent. 
6s.  Gd. 
6s.  Gd. 

West  Indian  Spirits. — A  Blue-book  has  been  issued  this 
week  containing  some  further  papers  relating  to  the  cost  of 
local  Excise  restrictions  on  the  production  of  spirits  in  the 
West  Indies.  It  comprises  a  number  of  communications 
from  officials  and  others  in  the  different  colonies  on  the 
subject,  from  which  it  appears  that  in  some  of  the  islands  the 
present  restrictions  are  no  burden,  while  in  others  it  is 
contended  by  the  manufacturers  that  they  considerably 
hamper  the  business  of  a  distiller.  This  is  particularly  the 
case  in  British  Guiana  and  Jamaica.  In  the  latter  colony  it  is 
stated  by  the  Committee  of  the  Royal  Jamaica  Society  of 
Agriculture  and  Commerce  that  if  the  Jamaica  Government 
was  to  put  in  force  the  same  system  of  supervision  as  in 
Britain,  it  would  cost  the  colony  15,0002.  per  annum,  which 
under  present  conditions  would  be  thrown  on  the  distillers 
in  the  island.  The  correspondence  contains  statistics  in 
regard  to  the  spirit-industry  in  the  colonies  which  show  that 
British  Guiana  and  Jamaica,  the  two  colonies  which 
especially  object  to  the  restrictions  in  force,  are  by  far  the 
largest  producers  and  exporters. 
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South  Hfrican  Iflews. 

(From  our  Cape  Town  Correspondent.) 

Sale  op  Opium  in  the  Transvaal.— Si  far  I  have 
not  observed  that  the  Imperial  Military  Governor  of  Johannes- 
burg- has  done  anything  towards  prohibiting  the  sale  of 
opium.  Intoxicating  liqours  of  all  kinds  he  controls  the 
sales  of  with  a  firm  hand.  In  the  O.R.C.  it  has  been 
made  illegal  to  sell  dagga. 

Locusts. — A  member  of  the  Cape  Government  (the  Hon 
John  Frost)  has  been  to  the  east  of  the  Colony,  where  he 
cDnf erred  with  farmers  and  others  as  to  the  best  means  of 
destroying  locusts  and  similar  insects  known  as  voetgangers. 
How  he  is  going  to  rid  the  districts  of  locusts  has  not 
transpired — in  all  probability  he  will  leave  that  to  Dr. 
Edington  (who  is  now  on  a  visit  to  the  old  country)  and  his 
staff  at  Grahamstown ;  but  for  the  voetgangers  he  prescribes 
mottled  and  Sunlight  soaps.  No  doubt  we  shall  be  reading 
at  no  distant  date  why  a  locust  looks  older  than  a  voetganger. 

Transvaal  Trade. — Communication  by  rail,  wire,  and 
mail  with  the  Transvaal  is  still  interrupted.  A  subscriber 
writing  from  the  Golden  City  tells  me  that  a  German  firm  of 
chemists  were  appointed  commandeering  officers  by  the  late 
GDvernm3nt,  and  discharged  their  duties  to  the  satisfaction 
of  their  ex-chief.  The  wholesale  stores  that  remained  open 
in  change  of  the  firm's  representatives  escaped  attention  at 
the  hands  of  the  Germans  in  question,  but  the  retail  establish- 
ments which  had  to  close  down  early  in  the  year  were 
practically  denuded  of  everything  that  could  be  used.  It 
goes  without  saying  that  property  is  now  respected  in  Johan- 
nesburg in  the  absence  of  owners.  [We  have  received  a  letter 
by  this  mail  from  an  experienced  traveller  who  has  struck 
Cape  Town  on  his  way  west,  and  has  had  a  good  opportunity 
of  judging  of  the  state  of  things  in  South  Africa,  and 
he  says:  '-The  trade  of  this  country  at  the  present 
writing  is  in  a  thoroughly  disorganised  condition.  The 
papers  said  the  war  was  over.  It  is  many  moons  from  being 
over — and  Johannesburg  will  be  no  fit  resting-place  for  the 
weary  Ambassador  of  Commerce  for  another  year."  This 
confirms  other  advices  to  the  same  effect. — Editor  ] 

Bubonic  Plague  Threatened. — It  would  be  difficult  to 
imagine  anything  more  disastrous  that  could  happen  to 
South  Africa  than  a  general  outbreak  of  bubonic  plague. 
Yet  we  have  it  from  no  less  a  person  than  Dr.  Gregory, 
acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Cape  Colony,  that  a  few 
isolated  cases  are  under  his  observation  at  Izeli,  near  King 
Williamstown,  which  have  occurred  among  the  coloured 
population.  How  the  disease  got  there  is  not  at  all  plain, 
but  it  is  freely  asserted  that  a  native  brought  it  with  him 
from  the  Labour  Depot,  Modder  River.  The  native  is  reported 
to  have  completely  recovered,  while  three  others  who  con- 
tracted the  disease  died  within  a  few  days  after  the  first 
symptoms  appeared.  No  whites  have  been  attacked,  and 
Dr.  Gregory  states  that  the  fair  system  of  disease-notification 
in  operation,  together  with  a  sparsely  populated  district, 
will  do  much  towards  controlling  the  outbreak.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  less  than  two  years  ago  Oriental  plague  was 
reported  to  have  broken  out  in  a  small  Transvaal  dorp,  though 
it  was  never  conclusively  determined  by  the  various  medical 
officers  from  the  South  African  States,  present  at  a  conference 
on  the  subject,  that  the  cases  were  bubonic  plague.  South 
Africa  has  not,  however,  been  totally  immune  :  it  is  but  a  few 
years  since  a  vessel  arrived  in  Table  Bay  from  a  South  Ameri- 
can port  with  plague  on  board.  The  ship  was  promptly  quaran- 
tined at  Saldanha  Bay,  and  the  stringent  regulations  enforced 
by  the  Government  saved  this  continent.  Dr.  Hornabrook,  who 
-  has  much  plague-experience,  and  Dr.  Mitchell  are  with  Dr. 
Gregory.  The  Cape  Government  has  proclaimed  all  ports  on 
the  east  coast  of  South  America,  also  the  Island  of 
Madagascar,  as  infected.  It  is  safe  to  assume,  therefore, 
that  all  vessels  hailing  from  these  ports  will  have  to  undergo 
supervision  of  the  strictest  order.  The  principal  municipalities 
in  the  Colony,  whilst  wishing  to  allay  unnecessary  alarm,  are 
making  arrangements  so  as  to  be  able  to  cope  with  any 
spread.  Plague  in  Cape  Town  would  prove  more  of  a  calamity 
than  the  war  can  ever  be.  In  the  coloured  quarters  of  the 
city  Indians  and  the  various  African  natives  live  together  in 
a  way  that  would  almost  make  Bombay  blush — unhealthy, 
unsanitary,  un-everything,  in  fact,  that  is  civilised. 


flDarrtage. 


Corstorphine — Russell.— At  Glasgow,  on  December  6, 
John  James  Corstorphine,  chairman  and  managing  director 
of  the  Scottish  Drug  Depot  (Limited),  Edinburgh,  to  Maggie 
Fulton  Russell,  widow  of  the  late  William  Russell,  Glasgow. 


Brooks.  —  On  November  23,  Mr.  Charles  Theodosius 
Brooks,  chemist  and  druggist,  Lower  Edmonton.    Aged  47. 

Goulden. — At  Hazelgrove,  near  Stockport,  on  December  2, 
Mr.  William  Thomas  Oswald  Goulden,  chemist  and  druggist. 
Aged  80.  Mr.  Goulden,  who  was  the  oldest  tradesman  of  the 
town,  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  fellow  citizens. 

Loney. — The  death  has  occurred  in  South  Africa  of  Mr. 
W.  H.  Loney,  chemist,  late  of  Eltham  (Kent).  Mr.  Loney 
went  out  to  Australia  two  years  ago  to  assist  his  uncle,  Mr. 
T.  Loney,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  William  Street,  Sydney, 
in  his  business.  On  the  outbreak  of  the  war  in  South 
Africa  Mr.  Loney  volunteered  for  active  service,  and  went 
out  with  one  of  the  N.S.W.  contingents.  On  arrival  in 
South  Africa  he  was  appointed  a  dispenser,  and  subsequently 
became  sergeant-compounder. 

Miller. — At  Sheffield  last  week  Mr.  John  Thomas  Miller, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  late  of  CrookesmoorRoad.  Aged  77. 
Mr.  Miller  was  educated  with  a  view  to  becoming  a  doctor, 
but  health  considerations  obliged  him  to  abandon  that  work 
He  had  many  scientific  gifts,  and  was  a  competent  analytical 
chemist.  Being  of  a  retiring  disposition,  Mr.  Miller  took  no 
great  part  in  public  affairs,  but  was  much  esteemed  by  the 
poor  of  his  neighbourhood  and  by  a  large  circle  of  friends. 
Having  no  near  relatives,  he  has  ordained  in  his  will  that 
after  all  expenses  and  some  small  legacies  have  been  paid, 
the  residue  of  his  estate  shall  be  equally  divided  between 
the  Sheffield  Boys'  and  Girls'  Charity  Schools. 

Piper. — On  December  11,  at  Shrewsbury,  Lieut.  E.  J. 
Piper,  5th  Battalion  Imperial  Yeomanry.  Aged  49.  Mr. 
Piper,  who  was  invalided  home  from  South  Africa,  was  a 
son  of  the  late  Mr.  Piper,  of  Messrs.  Evans,  Gadd  &  Co.,  of 
Exeter,  and  elder  brother  of  Mr.  Fred  Piper,  of  Messrs. 
Barron,  Harveys  &  Co.,  Giltspur  Street. 

Pond.— On  December  6,  at  102  Brixton  Hill,  S.W., 
Mr.  Benjamin  Charles  Pond,  of  the  firm  of  B.  C.  Pond  &  Son, 
chemists.  Aged  62.  Mr.  Pond  first  started  in  business  in  New 
Park  Road,  Brixton,  but  left  there  about  twenty-five  years 
ago  to  occupy  the  then  newly  erected  premises  at  102  Brixton 
Hill,  where  he  carried  on  business  until  his  death.  Mr.  Pond 
had  also  a  business  in  the  Pavement,  Clapham,  and  another 
in  Auckland,  N.Z.,  which  is  managed  by  his  brother.  The 
businesses  were  carried  on  in  conjunction  with  his  son,  Mr. 
W.  E.  Pond,  who  had  been  in  partnership  with  his  father  for 
some  years.  His  eldest  son,  the  late  Prof.  C.  A.  M.  Pond,  who 
had  a  distinguished  career  at  Cambridge,  and  subsequently 
at  Vienna,  was  appointed  professor  of  classics  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  New  Zealand,  but  died  soon  after  his  appointment. 

Robertson. — At  Alloa,  on  Desember  8,  James  Ambrose 
Robertson,  chemist  and  druggist. 

Waller. — At  Durban,  South  Africa,  of  enteric  fever,  Mr. 
John  Waller,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Stanley,  co. 
Durham.  Mr.  Waller  served  his  apprenticeship  with  Mr. 
Joseph  Robinson,  chemist,  Stanley,  and  subsequently  emi- 
grated to  South  Africa.  When  the  war  broke  out  Mr.  Waller 
volunteered  for  service  with  the  Ambulance  Corps,  and  was 
for  several  months  in  the  field.  A  short  time  before  his 
death,  however,  he  had  returned  to  reoccrupy  his  situation 
with  Messrs.  Reed  &  Champion,  the  well-known  Durban 
chemists. 

Webb. — On  December  5,  at  Belfast,  Margaret  Jane,  wife 
of  Mr.  George  A.  Webb,  L.P.S.I. 

Wilson. — At  Leamington,  on  November  22,  Joseph  Wilson, 
chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  83. 
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EVENING  MEETING. 

THE  second  evening  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  at 
17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C.,  on  December  11,  the 
Vice-President  (Mr.  C.  B.  Allen)  in  the  chair.  There  were 
fewer  than  forty  persons  present,  amongst  them  being  Dr. 
Attfield,  Professors  Collie  and  Greenish,  and  Messrs.  W. 
Martindale,  F.  C.  J.  Bird,  J.  W.  Bowen,  W.  Watson  Will,  H. 
Wilson,  and  F.  Davis.  The  Chairman,  after  explaining 
that  the  President  was  unable  to  be  present  as  he  intended, 
called  upon  Mr.  Holmes  to  read  his 

Notes  on  Oil  op  Akee. 

Mr.  Holmes,  who  treated  the  botanical  part  of  the  paper, 
said  the  subject  had  been  suggested  to  him  by  Mr.  Fawcett, 
Director  of  the  Botanic  Gardens  of  Jamaica.  A  gentleman 
in  Jamaica  was  anxious  to  obtain  a  drying-oil  similar  to 
linseed  oil,  and  he  heard  that  akee  had  been  used  for  that 
purpose,  but  no  trustworthy  experience  could  be  obtained, 
and  he  got  specimens  of  the  oil,  handed  them  over  to 
the  Director,  who  in  turn  sent  them  to  Mr.  Holmes,  suggest- 
ing that  investigations  might  be  made  on  the  subject  in  the 
Research  Laboratory.  Regarding  the  history  of  the  akee- 
plant,  Mr.  Holmes  said  it  is  a  native  of  the  West  Coast  of 
Africa,  probably  having  been  taken  to  Jamaica  in  a  slave- 
ship  in  1776,  just  as  kola  and  other  African  drugs  were. 
The  plant  is  Bligliia  sapida,  and  it  grows  to  a  height  of 
30  feet ;  it  has  a  rough  bark,  the  leaves  are  paripinnate  and 
lanceolate,  the  flowers  have  small  white  axillary  racemes, 
the  fruit  (about  the  size  of  a  goose-egg)  is  divided  into  three 
carpels,  the  seed  is  black  and  shiny,  about  the  size  of  a 
nutmeg,  and  placed  at  the  base  in  an  arillus  which  is  akee. 
This  arillus  yields  an  oil,  and  after  cooking  it  is  eaten 
like  chestnuts.  It  is  said  to  possess  a  milky  flavour  when 
eaten  with  butter  and  salt  fish. 

Mr.  Garsed,  Salter  Research  Fellow,  examined  the  oil. 
He  found  it  to  be  a  yellow  butter-like  fat  with  a  peculiar 
faint  odour  and  an  oily,  unpleasant  taste.  He  tabulated  the 
results  of  his  investigations  as  follows  : — 


Test 

Akee  Oil 

Palm  Oil 

Olive  Oil 

Sp.  gr  

Melting-point 
Solid  ifying-point 
Hehner  value 
Saponification  -  value 
Reichert  value 

Iodine-value  

Acid-value   

0-859  * 
25-35°  C. 

20°  C. 
93 

194-6 
0-9 
49-1 
20-1 

0-8586  * 
27°-42-5 

94-2-97 
196-3-202-5' 
0-5 
51-52-4 

0-917 

2-5° 
+  2°-  -  4° 
95-4 

185-196 
0-3 
81-6-84-5 

M'lxed  Insoluble  Fatty  Acids. 

Test 

Akee  Oil 

Palm  Oil 

Olive  Oil 

Sp-  gr  

Melting-point 
Solidifying-point 
Saponification  -  value 
Iodine-value  

42  to  46 
40  to  38 
207-7 
58-4 

0-8369  * 
47-7  to  52 
44  to  45 
206-5  to  207-3 

0-843  * 
22  to  26 
21  to  24 

86.1  to  90-2 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Garsed  said  the  oil  might  probably  be 
used  for  most  of  the  purposes  for  which  palm  oil  is  used  at 
present,  but  they  had  not  particulars  either  of  the  price  or 
anything  else  to  be  able  to  give  any  definite  idea  of  what  its 
commercial  value  would  be. 


Discussion. 

The  Chairman  said  the  communication  was  interesting 
as  coming  from  the  Colonies,  and  he  was  sure  it  would  be  a 
source  of  gratification  to  all  that  their  younger  men  were 

*  These  were  taken  at  slightly  under  100°  C.  (water  at  15-5°  C.) 


capable  of  taking  up  a  subject  such  as  this  and  treating  it  so 
thoroughly  as  Mr.  Garsed  had  done. 

Dr.  Collie  having  made  a  few  appreciative  remarks, 

Mr.  Peter  MacEwan  said  that  vegetable  oil  of  this 
character  is  not  altogether  wanted  to  take  the  place  of  palm 
oil  in  soap-manufacture,  but  there  is  not  in  pharmacy  a 
vegetable  oil  of  the  same  consistence  as  akee  with  its  bland 
properties.  He  thought  it  would  be  of  interest  to  have  a 
further  supply  of  the  oil  with  a  view  to  having  it  tried  for 
medicinal  and  pharmaceutical  purposes. 

Mr.  W.  Martindale,  after  mentioning  that  he  met  Mr. 
Fawcett  in  Jamaica  about  a  year  ago,  said  that,  although 
akee  did  not  seem  to  be  so  easily-oxidised  an  oil  as  linseed, 
it  might  replace  some  culinary  oils,  like  cocoanut,  which 
have  a  disagreeable  smell  and  bad  keeping-properties.  The 
question  whether  they  would  be  able  to  grow  the  plants  to 
an  extent  to  compete  with  the  palm  oil  or  cocoanut  oil  was 
one  which,  however,  he  considered  extremely  doubtful. 

Mr.  Holmes  and  Mr.  Garsed  briefly  replied. 

The  next  paper  read  was  on 

The  Bismuth  Subnitrate  op  Commerce. 
By  Mr.  F.  A.  Upsher  Smith. 

The  author  first  described  his  experiments  with  the 
official  sulphide  method  of  estimating  bismuth,  and  the  oxide 
method.  Howard  and  Merck  have  stated  that  the  results 
are  too  high,  the  latter  authority  adding  that  the  bismuth 
sulphide  precipitated  always  contains  sulphur.  Mr.  Smith 
showed  that  if  the  precautions  mentioned  by  Fresenius  are 
taken  the  results  are  fairly  accurate,  but  the  process  be- 
comes so  exceedingly  tedious  that  it  ceases  to  be  of  value  to 
the  pharmacist.  He  therefore  preferred  the  oxide  method, 
as  a  practically  accurate  figure  can  be  obtained  by  simple 
incineration  of  a  known  weight  of  the  salt.  All  that  is 
necessary  is  to  put  the  portion  in  a  flat  porcelain  dish,  and 
heat  it  over  a  Bunsen  burner,  a  sheet  of  asbestos  millboard 
being  placed  between. 

Mr.  Smith  next  devoted  attention  to  the  estimation  of 
N,05  in  the  subnitrate,  and  discussed  the  work  of  Curtman, 
Kebler,  and  Thorns  on  the  subject.  Briefly,  the  method  is 
to  treat  a  weighed  portion  of  the  bismuth  with  excess  of 
standard  alkali,  and  to  calculate  from  the  result  the  amount 
of  N,05  in  the  specimen.  Mr.  Smith's  work  successfully 
proves  that  in  the  cold  the  method  is  unreliable  ;  thus  the 
pharmacopceial  salt  BiOM03.H20  theoretically  requires 
17  72  of  N205.  In  the  cold  amounts  between  134  and  15  5 
were  obtained,  whereas  by  the  hot  method  the  same  speci- 
mens yielded  17-7  to  19  4. 

The  determination  of  the  water  present  in  the  samples  was 
the  third  point  to  which  attention  was  devoted,  and  Mr. 
Smith  found,  contrary  to  the  statement  of  Kebler,  that  ex- 
posure of  the  sample  in  a  desiccator  over  sulphuric  acid 
does  not  suffice  to  withdraw  the  water.  The  best  method  of 
doing  that  is  to  heat  the  sample  to  120°  C,  preferably  over 
a  Bunsen  burner,  because  in  a  desiccator  the  moisture  is 
dispelled  somewhat  slowly.  Thus  it  took  twelve  hours  to 
get  rid  of  1  per  cent,  of  water  present  in  one  specimen.  Mr. 
Smith  then  submitted  his  results  of  the  examination  of 
bismuth  subnitrate  as  made  by  four  London  manufacturers. 
These  gave  the  following  figures  : — 


A 

B 

C 

D 

Bi203   

N305  (hot)  

H20   

80-09 
19-45 
0-995 

79-40 
17-78 
2-72 

80-335 
18-01 
2-57 

80-345 
18-555 
2-995 

Totals 

100-535 

99-90 

100-915 

101-893 

N203  (cold) 

15-59 

14-19 

14-11 

13-43 

Mr.  Smith  concluded  by  giving  the  following  summary  of 
his  results : — 

1,  Bismuth  subnitrate  obtained  from  four  English  makers  found 
to  be  uniform  in  composition,  as  regards  Bi205 ;  varying  slightly 
in  acidity  and  in  moisture. 
'     2.  English  samples  contain  less  oxide  than  some  American, 
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3.  More  basic  and  slightly  more  acid  than  the  B.P.  formula. 

4.  For  purposes  of  calculation  a  formula  corresponding  to  80 
per  cent,  oxide  must  be  taken  instead  of  the  B.P.  formula. 

5.  It  is  undesirable  to  publish  a  formula  without  giving  method 
of  preparation. 

6.  Determine  as  oxide  by  ignition  instead  of  as  sulphide. 

7.  A  method  might  be  given  of  determining  N20,,  if  the  method 
of  preparation  is  not  given. 

Keeping  these  in  view  he  recommended  that  the  follow- 
ing should  be  the  monograph  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  of  the 
future : — 

Bismuth  oxynitrate,  BiON03.H20,  prepared  by  the  interaction 
of  bismuth  nitrate  and  water.  Containing  not  less  than  80  per 
cent.  Bi203,  nor  less  than  17  5  per  cent,  nor  more  than  19'5  per 
cent.  N205. 

Characters  and  Tests. — A  heavy  white  inodorous  powder  con- 
sisting of  minute  crystals  with  an  acid  reaction  on  litmus.  It 
should  answer  to  the  general  characters  and  tests  enumerated 
under  "  Bismuth  oxycarbonate."  It  should  afford  only  the 
slightest  reactions  with  the  tests  for  carbonates.  It  should  yield 
the  reactions  characteristic  of  nitrates.  If  1  gramme  be  just  dis- 
solved in  nitric  acid  and  the  liquid  mixed  with  5  c.c.  of  an  aqueous 
solution  containing  2  grammes  of  citric  acid  and  sufficient  solution 
of  ammonia  to  give  decided  alkalinity,  neither  precipitate  nor 
opalescence  should  be  produced.  By  boiling  the  mixture  while 
still  faintly  alkaline  (absence  of  calcium  phosphate),  each  gramme 
should  yield  on  ignition  at  a  red  heat,  with  the  evolution  of 
reddish-brown  fumes,  a  residue  weighing  not  less  than  0'79 
gramme,  nor  more  than  0  81  gramme  (corresponding  to  79  per- 
cent, to  81  per  cent,  of  bismuth  oxide).  Two  grammes  mixed  with 
5  c.c.  of  water,  10  c.c.  of  volumetric  normal  potassium-hydroxide 
solution  added,  and  heated  on  a  water-bath  with  occasional  stirring 
during  half  an  hour,  and  afterwards  filtered  and  the  filter  washed, 
should  require  not  more  than  31'75  c.c.  nor  less  than  27'3  c.c.  of 
volumetric  decinormal  hydrochloric  acid  solution  for  neutralisa- 
tion, using  phenolphthalein  as  the  indicator  (corresponding  to 
175  per  cent,  to  19-5  per  cent.  N20.v)  Heated  at  120°  C.,  the  salt 
loses  from  2  per  cent,  to  3  per  cent,  of  its  weight. 

Dosc-b  to  20  gr. 

Discussion. 

The  Chairman  said  the  paper  was  highly  creditable  to 
the  author,  and  must  have  entailed  an  enormous  amount  of 
work  and  trouble. 

Professor  Greenish  said  he  was  not  surprised  that  the 
paper  was  a  thorough  one,  as  he  had  known  Mr.  Upsher 
Smith  for  many  years  as  a  painstaking  and  conscientious 
worker.  There  was  only  one  point  on  which  he  ventured  to 
disagree  with  Mr.  Upsher  Smith,  and  that  was  in  his  recom- 
mendation regarding  the  necessity  for  determining  the 
nitric  acid.  He  thought,  if  the  proportion  of  bismuth  oxide 
were  determined,  that,  with  other  factors,  should  suffice. 

Mr.  Harold  Wilson  was  of  opinion  that  a  determination 
of  the  oxide  was  quite  sufficient  for  all  practical  purposes, 
the  absolute  constancy  of  a  salt  not  being  of  very  great 
importance.  He  thought  that,  the  B  P.  method  of  making 
liquor  bismuthi  bsing  so  unsatisfactory,  the  preparation 
might  be  made  from  a  more  definite  compound  of  bismuth 
— the  subcarbonate,  for  instance — or  even  with  bismuth  itself. 
He  deprecated  the  idea  of  putting  more  detailed  tests  into 
the  Pharmacopoeia. 

Mr.  Peter  MacEwan  said  that  for  several  years  there 
had  been  much  complaint  amongst  dispensers  that  subnitrate 
of  bismuth,  when  dispensed  in  mixtures  with  tragacanth 
and  so  forth,  acted  in  a  most  erratic  manner,  the  explanations 
advanced  being  that  there  were  more  acid  samples  of  bismuth 
on  the  market  now  than  formerly.  He  thought  that  Mr. 
Upsher  Smith's  investigations,  however,  showed  that  this 
explanation  was  not  universally  applicable,  for  only 
sample  A  contained  acid  in  excess  of  the  theoretical  amount 
of  Bi.,03  found  ;  the  other  three  contain  slight  excesses  of 
Bi203  over  that  required  for  the  N,0-  determined.  It  also 
appeared  from  the  water-figures  that  the  B.P.  formula  might 
require  revision,  as  none  of  the  salts  contained  anything  like 
the  theoretical  amount  of  water.  Another  important  point 
which  was  brought  out  was  that  one  of  the  samples  was 
much  lighter  than  the  other  three,  and,  having  regard  to 
the  therapeutical  use  of  bismuth  by  prescribers  as  a  sort  of 
whitewash  for  the  stomach,  he  thought  that  the  lighter  it 
was  the  better. 

Dr.  Attfield  expressed  admiration  of  Mr.  Upsher  Smith's 
work,  and  particularly  commended  his  attitude  as  one  which 
would  best  tend  to  improve  the  National  Pharmacopoeia. 
It  is  perfectly  well  known,  he  said,  that  the  sulphide  test 


is  not  thoroughly  trustworthy,  and  the  oxide  method  is 
much  better.  There  is  one  other  method  to  which  he 
referred  in  his  report  in  which  bismuth  is  separated 
by  formaldehyde,  and  he  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  some- 
one who  has  examined  that  process.  He  also  urged  upon 
investigators  the  necessity  of  verification  of  original  matter. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  absence  of  notification  resulted  in 
the  failure  of  the  first  B.P.,  but  arrangements  have  now 
been  made  whereby  a  tolerably  accurate  notification  is 
obtained,  and  he  urged  that  in  making  researches  care 
should  be  taken  that  every  result  obtained  should  be  verified 
more  than  once.  Notification  and  verification  are  required. 
He  thought  with  the  other  gentleman  who  had  spoken 
that  Mr.  Upsher  Smith's  was  a  model  paper,  and  he  would 
suggest  |that  others  criticising  the  Pharmacopoeia  should 
sum  up  their  conclusions  as  pithily  as  Mr.  Smith  had  done, 
detailing  what  they  desired  to  see  altered.  Their  results 
would  be  more  likely  to  be  accepted,  and  it  would  save  an 
immense  amount  of  trouble  to  the  compilers. 

Mr.  W.  Martindale  said  the  B.P.  method  of  making 
bismuth  subnitrate  was  always  unsatisfactory,  and  he  saw 
no  reason  why  a  more  soluble  salt,  such  as  the  subcarbonate 
or  the  oxychloride,  should  not  be  used  in  its  stead.  These 
are  quite  as  efficient  as  the  subnitrate,  and,  apart  from  the 
whitewashing  influence  referred  to,  bismuth  salts  had  the 
important  property  of  absorbing  the  gases  given  off  in 
gastric  fermentation. 

Mr.  Upsher  Smith,  replying,  said  in  spite  of  Professor 
Greenish 's  criticism  he  was  still  of  opinion  that  unless  a 
detailed  method  of  making  the  salt  is  given,  the  estima- 
tion of  N205  is  absolutely'  necessary,  as  it  is  that  portion  of 
the  salt  which  gives  so  much  trouble  to  the  dispenser. 

Votes  of  thanks  having  been  accorded  to  the  lecturers, 
the  Chairman  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Holmes  had  on  the  table  samples  of  nearly  all  the  drugs 
which  are  mentioned  in  the  Indian  and  Colonial  Addendum. 
These  were  inspected  by  many  present.  He  also  drew 
attention  to  a  series  of  photographs  presented  by  Mr. 
William  Mair,  F.C.S.,  illustrating  the  method  of  preparing 
Indian  hemp  for  commerce.  The  Chairman  intimated  that 
the  next  meeting  would  be  held  on  February  12,  when  Pro- 
fessor Greenish  would  make  a  communication  from  the 
Kesearch  Laboratory. 


ELECTION  OF  ANNUITANTS. 

The  election  of  four  annuitants  of  the  Benevolent  Fund 
took  place  at  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C.,  on  December  11. 
The  scrutineers  met  at  10  A.M.,  Mr.  E.  N.  Butt  being  elected 
chairman.  The  counting  of  votes  was  finished  about 
4  o'clock,  when  an  adjourned  meeting  was  held  over  which 
the  Vice-President  (Mr.  C.  B.  Allen)  presided.  The  Chair- 
man announced  the  result  of  the  voting  as  follows  : — 


Stansfield,  Richard    7,998 

Holt,  Richard  Wylde    7,829 

Edman,  Bonner    3,930 

Partridge,  Thomas  S   3,511 

Liddiard,  Ann    2,280 

Gregory,  Eliza    1,912 


The  first  four  candidates  were  thereupon  declared  successful. 
A  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Butt  and  the  scrutineers  concluded 
the  meeting. 


Government  Quinine. — The  Director  of  the  Madras 
Goverment  Cinchona-plantations  has  submitted  his  report 
on  the  sales  of  quinine-powders  during  1899-1900,  and  the 
Government  has  expressed  satisfaction  with  the  progress  it 
has  made  as  a  retailer  of  pice-packets.  Each  packet  contains 
102  powders  of  5  gr.  each.  By  the  agency  of  postmasters 
5,501  packets,  containing  in  all  400J  lbs.  (6,412  oz.)  of 
quinine  approximately,  were  sold,  representing  an  increase 
of  15  4  per  cent,  over  the  number  of  packets  sold  in  the 
preceding  year.  Sales  by  revenue  officials  amounted  to  527 
packets,  containing  38}  lbs.  of  quinine  approximately,  an 
increase  of  4  per  cent,  on  the  sales  of  1893-99.  The  price 
per  powder  during  the  year  was  3  pies.  It  has  been  reduced 
to  2  pies  with  effect  from  the  beginning  of  the  current 
year,  and  the  reduction  in  price  may,  Government  thinks, 
be  expected  to  lead  to  a  further  expansion  in  the  sales  of  the 
drug  in  this  form.  At  the  same  time,  it  has  entirely  done 
away  with  the  pice-packet. 


948 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


December  15,  1900 


Winter  Session. 


Notices  of  meetings  to  be  held  are  inserted  under  "  Coming 
Events."  If  meetings  are  not  attended  by  reporters,  secre- 
taries of  associations  would  oblige  by  communicating  with 
the  Editor.   

Chemical  Society. 

The  meeting  on  Thursday  evening,  December  7,  proved  to 
be  rather  interesting,  pharmaceutical^.    First  there  was  a 

Ballot  for  the  Election  of  Fellows. 

The  preliminary  proceedings  were  no  sooner  over  than  the 
President  named  two  scrutineers,  one  being  Dr.  Travers, 
who,  however,  considered  it  better  not  to  act,  as  he  wished 
to  say  something  about  a  candidate.  Mr.  Francis  Carr  was 
therefore  appointed  in  his  place.  The  ballot  having  been 
opened,  Dr.  Travers  was  called  upon,  and  he  explained  that 
Mr.  G.  S.  V.  Wills  was  the  candidate  he  objected  to,  because 
he  issued  a  price-list  from  his  shop,  the  Imperial  Pharmacy, 
South  Croydon,  containing  advertisements  of  Imperial  liver- 
pills  and  other  things,  and  he  detailed  his  titles  such  as 
"  Fellow  of  the  Linnasan  Society,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Micro- 
scopical Society,  Member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,"  &c. 
Perhaps  he  would  add  "Fellow  of  the  Chemical  Society  "  if 
he  were  elected,  and  that  was  what  he  (Dr.  Travers)  objected 
to.  This  motion  was  applauded.  Later  in  the  evening  it 
transpired  that  Mr.  Wills  was  rejected.  The  new  fellows 
included  the  following  connected  with  pharmacy  : — Messrs. 
F.  N.  Binks,  Dublin;  A.  L.  W.  Fechtner,  Hull;  William 
Gasson,  Kimberley,  S  A. ;  John  Gibson,  Hexham  ;  and  W.  A. 
Hargreaves,  Port  Adelaide,  S.  Aust.  The  first  paper  read 
was  by  Mr.  A.  C.  Chapman  on 

Santalenic  Acid. 

A  few  years  ago  the  author  mentioned  to  the  Society  that 
on  oxidising  sandalwood  oil  with  potassium  permanganate, 
he  got  a  solid  acid ;  this  is  what  he  has  now  investigated. 
He  has  obtained  it  pure  in  pearl-like  crystalline  plates,  in- 
soluble in  water,  but  soluble  in  spirit  and  other  oil  solvents. 
The  combustion  figures  suggest  C^H,^  as  the  formula.  Its 
melting-point  is  76°  C,  boiling-point,  189°  C.  (pres.  28  mm.), 
and  sp.  rot.  [a]D  +  1805.  Mr.  Chapman  has  prepared 
several  salts  of  the  acid,  including  a  methyl  ester,  and  has 
obtained  evidence  of  another  acid  resulting  from  the  oxida- 
tion, but  that  he  leaves  to  anyone  else  to  examine.  He  is 
done  with  the  subject. 

Dr.  Alexander  Scott,  one  of  the  Hon.  Secretaries  of  the 
Society,  followed  with  a  communication  on 

Ammonium  Bromide  and  the  Atomic  Weight  of 
Nitrogen. 

He  is  trying  to  get  hydrogen  to  oxygen  ratio,  and  hoped  to 
get  a  useful  figure  by  comparing  the  equivalents  of  NH2 
(hydrazine),  NH3  (ammonia),  and  NH30  (hydroxylaminp). 
The  examination  of  ammonium  bromide  came  into  the  ex- 
periments, Br  being  determined  as  AgBr,  with  silver  nitrate 
made  from  silver  manufactured  by  Dr.  Scott  himself,  and 
which  Sir  William  Crookes  finds  to  contain  fewer  lines  of 
impurity  than  any  other  he  has  ever  examined.  Dr.  Scott's 
figure  for  NH.Br  was  97-996  (mean),  but  Stas  gave  98  032, 
and  these  give  N  - 14'010  (Scott)  or  14'046  (Stas).  Dr.  Scott 
explained  in  a  most  interesting  manner  how  he  tried  to 
get  nearer  Stas.  He  mentioned  that  his  own  ammonium 
bromide  is  white,  and  remains  so  up  to  180°  C.  when  sub- 
limed in  ammonium  vapour,  but  Stas's  bromide  became 
grey. 

Professor  H.  E.  Armstrong  and  the  President  referred 
in  appreciative  terms  to  the  value  of  the  work  that  Dr.  Scott 
is  doing.  Next  came  a  paper  on  oxalacetic  acid  by  Messrs. 
Fenton  and  H.  Owen  Jones  ;  then  Dr.  James  J.  Dobbie,  of 
Glasgow,  communicated  one  on 

The  Alkaloids  of  "Corydalis  Cava." 

The  root  of  this  plant  is  known  in  medicine  as  Badix 
aristolocMce.  It  contains  two  alkaloids  differing  from  each 
other  by  CH2,  viz. : — 

Corydaline,  Ci,H,sN(OCH-,)4 
Corybulbine,  C1(jHlcNO(OCHs)3. 

Dr.  Dobbie  and  two  of  his  pupils,  by  the  preparation  of  cory- 


daloline,  ClsH.N(OH)r  prove  the  presence  of  four  methoxy  1 
groups  in  corydaline,  and  they  find  that  by  Gautier's  method 
for  converting  morphine  into  codeine  corybulbine  can  be 
made  into  corydaline — i.e.,  by  treating  with  methyl  iodide 
in  alcoholic-potash  solution.  The  artificial  corydaline  and 
its  salts  so  prepared  are  identical  with  the  natural.  Beautiful 
specimens  were  exhibited  side  by  side. 

Optical  Inversion 

was  the  next  subject,  Mr.  W.  J.  Pope  beirjg  the  communi- 
cator. His  paper  was  on  "  The  Inversion  of  the  Optically 
Active  Ac-tetrahydro-£-naphthylamines,  prepared  by  the  Aid 
of  Dextro-  and  Lsevo-bromocamphorsulphonic  Acids."  It 
proved  to  be  another  discovery  by  this  brilliant  young 
investigator,  his  colleague  being  Mr.  A.  W.  Harvey.  They 
show  for  the  first  time  that  optical  inversion  takes  place  in 
the  liberation  of  a  base  from  its  salts,  and  they  suggested 
a  space-figure  for  pentad  nitrogen  to  account  for  it. 

New  Sources  of  Hyoscyamine. 

This  may  be  taken  as  the  title  of  the  last  paper,  read  by 
Professor  Dunstan  and  Mr.  Harold  Brown.  Previously 
they  showed  that  Hyoscyamus  nmticm,  grown  in  India,  yields 

0  1  per  cent,  of  hyoscyamine.  Gadamer,  working  on  dried 
plant  grown  in  Egypt,  found  by  Keller's  process  (volumetric) 

1  393  per  cent,  in  the  leaves,  1  34  in  the  seed-capsules  and 
seeds,  0  569  in  Ihe  stem,  and  0  77  in  the  root  (see  C.  <$■  D., 
January  14,  1899,  page  61).  Professor  Duns' an  has  obtained 
supplies  from  Egypt  through  Mr.  E.  A.  Floyer,  Superintendent 
of  Telegraphs,  and  finds  0  87  per  cent,  in  the  seeds  and 
0  59  per  cent,  in  the  stem  and  leaves,  the  yield  being  pure 
hyoscyamine  gravimetrically  determined,  and  therefore  less 
in  amount  than  by  the  volumetric  process.  The  authors 
have  also  examined  Datura  stramonium  from  Egypt,  and 
find  it  to  yield  0  35  per  cent,  of  hyoscyamine.  Both  plants 
can  be  got  from  Egypt  in  abundance  at  a  cheap  rate.  Hyos- 
cyamine is  the  only  alkaloid  they  contain,  and  Professor 
Dunstan  suggests  that  this  is  an  excellent  chance  for 
English  chemical-manufacturers  to  recover  some  of  the  trade 
in  alkaloid  making. 

Mr.  C.  E.  Groves  remarked  upon  the  importance  of 
investigation  in  regard  to  the  alkaloidal  strerjglh  of  the 
same  drug  grown  under  different  climatic  conditions,  and 
this,  with  the  announcement  of  the  ballot,  brought  the 
meeting  to  a  close. 


Liverpool  Chemists'  Association. 

A  special  meeting  was  held  on  Thursday,  December  6,  at 
the  Royal  Institution.  The  President  (Mr.  A.  S.  Buck) 
occupied  the  chair,  and  there  was  a  good  attendance  of 
members.  Mr.  C.  W.  Cooke  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Association. 

Miscellaneous  Communications. 

Mr.  John  Smith  called  attention  to  the  question  of  the 
presence  of  arsenic  in  beer,  and  asked  if  any  of  the  members 
had  come  across  any  cases. 

Mr.  A.  C  Abraham  said  that  from  what  he  had  observed 
for  some  time  past,  and  had  gathered  from  medical  men, 
there  was  reason  to  believe  that  many  cases  of  so-called 
alcoholic  neuritis  is  due  to  the  slow  action  of  arsenic 
through  its  gradual  absorption  into  the  system  from  beer. 

Mr.  Marsden  said  that  he  had  failed  to  get  satisfactory 
results  with  the  B  P.  tests  of  naphthol  (beta-naphthol) 
excepting  that  of  the  ferric  chloride,  which  gave  good 
results. 

Dr.  Symes  called  attention  to  the  action  of  the  authorities 
in  Scotland  in  suppressing  the  illegal  sale  of  poisons  by  un- 
qualified persons  in  doctors'  shops,  his  remarks  especially 
referring  to  the  Medical  Council  case,  and  he  added  that 
they  were  moving  in  the  right  direction  in  Scotland. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Abraham  then  read  his  paper  on 

A  Draft  Pharmacy  Bill. 

He  said  two  conditions  are  necessary  in  a  Pharmacy  Bill — 
it  must  satisfy  pharmacists  and  the  just  requirements  of  the 
Government.  It  should  not  be  forgotten — what  is  well  known 
at  Bloomsbury  Square — that  the  permanent  Government 
officials,  to  whom  the  Government  of  the  day  is  bound  to 
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appeal,  have  very  distinct  ideas  of  their  own  as  to  what 
chemists  may  justly  claim,  and  what  it  would  be  expedient 
in  the  public  interest  to  grant  them  in  the  way  of  protection. 
A  consideration  what  this  implies,  together  with  a  considera- 
tion of  the  way  in  which  the  intentions  of  the  Pharmacy  Act, 
1868,  have  been  entirely  nullified  by  the  course  of  events,  and 
the  decisions  of  the  Law  Courts,  has  convinced  the  author 
that  no  amendment  of  the  1868  Act  can  be  framed  which 
will  be  satisfactory.  Returning  to  Mr.  Broadhead's  Bill,  he  said 
it  is  absolutely  certain  that  no  British  Parliament  would  pass 
the  titles  clause  of  the  Bill,  as  it  would  be  palpably  unfair 
to  bond-fide  companies,  such  as  Messrs.  Southall,  Messrs. 
Symes  &  Co.,  and  others  of  the  same  character.  Moreover, 
although  this  clause  might  prevent  companies  from  using 
the  titles,  it  would  not  prevent  them  from  conducting  their 
businesses  exactly  as  before.  A  pestle  and  mortar  or  a  few 
coloured  carboys  would  do  to  delude  the  British  public 
probably  quite  as  well.  A  qualified  man  would  (whenever 
there  was  any  fear  of  being  caught)  conduct  the  sales  of 
poisons,  and  his  name  might  be  used  on  labels  in  conjunction 
with  that  of  the  company.  The  ideal  state  of  things — viz,, 
that  the  proprietor  of  every  place  where  the  practice  of 
pharmacy  is  conducted  should  be  a  qualified  man— is,  he  con- 
sidered, utterly  Utopian,  and  it  could  only  be  got  by 
entirely  separating  the  practice  of  pharmacy  in  its  highest 
sense — i.e.,  the  manufacture  and  dispensing  of  drugs — from 
their  retail  sale,  and  this  probably  few  chemists  would  desire. 
Taking  everything  into  consideration,  he  believed  that  all 
that  we  should  now  ask  for  are  such  provisions  as  shall 
ensure  that  nobody  uses  a  title  to  which  he  is  not  entitled, 
and  that  before  anyone  enters  any  place  of  business  where 
the  practice  of  pharmacy  is  carried  on  he  shall  know  what 
qualified  men  are  on  the  premises  either  in  the  position  of 
manager  or  assistant.  He  therefore  submitted  a  draft  of  a 
Bill  containing  the  following  provisions  : — 

1.  That  all  places  where  the  titles  "  pharmaceutical  chemist,' 
"  pharmacist,"  "  chemist,"  "  chemist  and  druggist,"  or  any  other 
title  or  titles  which  may  be  held  to  denote  or  lead  the  public  to 
suppose  that  the  practice  of  pharmacy  is  there  carried  on,  or 
where  such  business  is  actually  carried  on  whether  the  aforesaid 
titles  are  employed  or  not,  or  the  sale  of  poisons  conducted,  shall 
be  registered  by  the  Registrar  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  aa 
hereinafter  provided. 

2.  That  the  sale  of  any  poisons  or  the  dispensing  of  any  pre- 
scription of  a  duly  qualified  medical  man  at  any  place  which  is 
not  so  registered  shall,  subject  to  such  exceptions  as  are  herein- 
after named,  render  the  proprietor  or  proprietors  thereof  liable  to 
a  pemlty  of  50?. 

3.  That  the  Registrar  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  shall, 
before  registering  any  place  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  require  an 
affidavit  to  be  produced,  sworn  before  a  Commissioner  of  Oaths 
by  a  duly  qualified  pharmaceutical  chemist  or  chemist  and  drug- 
gist registered  under  the  Act  of  1868,  setting  forth  that  he  or  she, 
being  a  duly  qualified  person  under  the  said  Act,  will  take  the 
responsibility  of  bona  fide  managing  and  conducting  the  business 
there  carried  on,  and  that  he  or  she  does  so  under  the  authority 
of  and  as  the  servant  of  the  firm,  partnership,  or  company  named 
therein,  or  on  his  own  account,  as  the  case  may  be.  And,  further, 
the  firm,  partnership,  or  company  so  employing  him  i  should  he 
not  be  carrying  on  the  business  on  his  own  account)  shall  by  the 
affidavit  of  the  said  firm  or  partnership,  or  in  the  case  of  a  com- 
pany by  the  joint  affidavit  of  the  secretary  and  managing  director 
of  the  same,  duly  authorised  on  behalf  of  their  company,  acquiesce 
in  the  management  of  the  same  by  ths  aforementioned,  and  hold 
themselves  responsible  for  his  acts  and  defaults. 

4.  That  such  firm,  partnership,  or  company  shall  be  liable  for 
the  acts  or  defaults  of  their  manager,  and  may  be  sued  in  the 
same  way  as  a  person  carrying  on  business  on  his  own  account. 

5.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  tne  Registrar  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  to  register  any  place  under  this  Act  if  the  name 
of  the  manager  is  already  registered  as  manager  of  another  place. 

6.  That  on  the  door  of  every  place  registered  as  aforenamed  a 
plate  or  board  shall  be  affixed  whereon  shall  be  legally  printed,  or 
painted,  or  otherwise  denoted,  in  letters  of  a  size  not  under  1  inch 
m  height  or  under  §  inch  across,  first,  the  name  or  title  under 
which  the  business  is  carried  on  ;  secondly,  the  name  or  names  of 
the  proprietor  or  proprietors,  whether  qualified  or  not ;  thirdly,  if 
not  managed  by  the  proprietor,  of  the  manager,  and  all  others 
qualified  under  the  Pharmacy  Act  who  may  be  employed  upon 
such  premises. 

7.  Any  person  or  firm,  partnership,  or  company,  who  shall  allow 
the  name  of  any  person  registered  under  the  Act  of  1868  to 
appear  upon  his  door  although  such  person  be  not  bona  fide 
employed  on  the  premises,  or  shall  otherwise  contravene  the  pro- 
vision of  Clause  6,  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  of  10?. 

8.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  firm,  partnership,  or  company 


to  style  themselves  "pharmaceutical  chemists  "  or  otherwise,  as 
provided  in  Clause  1,  unless  all  the  members  or  shareholders,  as 
the  case  may  be,  shall  legally  hold  the  qualification  named. 
Nevertheless,  it  shall  bo  lawful  for  any  firm,  partnership,  or 
company  to  exhibit  the  name  or  names  of  any  or  all  of  the 
qualified  members  of  the  firm,  partnership,  or  company,  with 
their  qualifications,  in  or  upon  their  premises,  provided  always 
that  such  names  shall  be  exhibited  in  conjunction  with  that  of 
the  firm,  partnership,  or  company,  and  not  more  prominently,  and 
also  provided  that  no  such  names  shall  be  exhibited  except  such 
as  may  be  affixed  to  the  door  as  provided  by  Clause  6. 

9.  This  Act  shall  in  no  way  affect  the  dispensing  by  duly  quali- 
fied medical  men  of  prescriptions  written  by  themselves  or  their 
partners  for  their  own  or  their  partners'  patients,  nor  by  the 
hands  of  unqualified  persons  under  the  conditions  aforesaid,  so 
long  as  such  unqualified  persons  shall  act  under  their  eye  control 
and  direction. 

10.  It  shall,  however,  be  an  offence  under  the  Act  for  medical 
men  to  keep  open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons  and  the  dispens- 
ing of  the  prescriptions  of  duly  qualified  medical  men  unless 
registered  under  this  Act. 

11.  The  penalty  of  5?.  named  in  Clause  17  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  1868,  shall  be  increased  to  10?. 

12.  This  Act  shall  be  styled  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1900. 

Having  explained  each  clause,  Mr.  Abraham  spoke  of 
the  present  anomalous  condition  with  respect  to  medical 
men  which  exists  in  this  country,  but  in  no  other  country  in 
Europe — viz.,  that  although  they  have  no  qualification  worth 
speaking  of  to  enable  them  either  to  judge  of  the  quality  of 
drugs  or  to  dispense  them,  they  are  exempt  from  the  Pharmacy 
Act  to  a  large  extent ;  and  he  considered  it  ridiculous  that 
a  medical  man  should  be  able  to  give  a  death-certificate  in 
the  case  of  a  patient  who  may  have  died  from  the  effects  of 
medicine  which  he  has  himself  dispensed,  or  which  may 
have  been  dispensed  by  his  gardener  or  his  coachman.  All 
the  men  of  light  and  leading  in  the  profession  would  support 
us  in  endeavouring  to  check  any  irregularities  of  this  kind. 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones  sounded  a  most  important  note  some  time 
since,  when  he  pointed  out  that  at  the  present  time  we  are 
turning  out  qualified  men  largely  to  work  for  which  no 
qualification  is  required,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  doctors 
in  so  many  parts  of  the  country  do  their  own  dispensing. 
Mr.  Abraham  concluded  by  saying  that  his  Pharmacy  Bill 
will  not  satisfy  a  very  great  many,  and  he  is  perfectly 
certain  that  nothing  ever  will.  Circumstances  have  arisen 
which  have  developed  a  keen  competition  from  which  a 
large  number  of  chemists  have  suffered  considerable  loss, 
and  nothing  will  probably  satisfy  them  but  the  removal  of 
such  competition,  whether  the  interests  of  the  public  require 
it  or  not.  For  them  the  position  is  absolutely  hopeless,  as 
nobody  supposes  that  Parliament  will  ever  pass  any  enact- 
ment that  will  satisfy  them.  There  is,  however,  another  class 
of  men  who  are  prepared  to  stand  on  their  own  merits,  and  for 
them  the  position  is  very  different,  as  there  is  a  field  open 
for  those  who  are  prepared  to  conduct  their  business  on 
reasonable  lines,  and  the  public  will  not  grudge  to  them  a 
fair  day's  wage  for  a  fair  day's  work. 

Discussion. 

Dr.  Symes  said  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  was  anxious 
to  have  ideas  on  these  matters,  and  perhaps  a  draft  Pharmacy 
Bill  was  the  best  form  for  providing  those  ideas.  Mr. 
Abraham's  proposals  were,  however,  impracticable,  and 
would  only  worry  the  chemist,  who  had  worries  enough  at 
present.  It  was  not  a  question  so  much  of  poisons  as  it  was 
dispensing ;  but  the  Government  had  not  given  much 
encouragement  in  that  direction,  and  the  chemist  would  have 
to  stand  or  fall  by  the  poisons.  He  would  defer  further 
remarks  until  the  new  Bill  brought  out  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  was  before  the  members. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Abraham  said  he  would  be  very  glad  to  with- 
hold his  Bill  until  the  Council's  had  been  well  before  the 
trade. 

Mr.  John  Smith,  Mr.  Harold  Wyatt,  jun.,  Mr.  T.  S. 
Wokes,  Mr.  John  J.  Smith,  and  Mr.  T.  F.  Abraham  also 
spoke,  the  general  opinion  being  to  defer  thorough  discussion 
of  the  proposals  until  the  Pharmaceutical  Council's  Bill  was 
available  for  consideration. 


Exeter  Association  of  Chemists  and  Druggists. 

At  the  Albert  Memorial  Museum,  Exeter,  on  December  10 
a  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held.    Mr.  T.  C.  Milton 
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(President),  who  was  in  the  chair,  first  proposed  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  Mr.  Hinton  Lake  for  his  services  as  Local  Secre- 
tary for  so  many  years,  which  was  heartily  accorded. 

Sunday  Hours. 

A  lengthy  discussion  then  took  place  as  to  the  advisability 
of  restricting  the  hours  of  attendance  at  business  on 
Sundays,  a  motion  to  that  effect  being  brought  forward  by 
Mr.  Stocker,  who  suggested  tbat  a  small  committee  should 
be  appointed  to  go  into  the  matter.  He  had  found  that 
there  was  a  general  desire  for  some  limitation  of  the  hours 
of  attendance,  at  present  so  exacting.  Most  of  them  would, 
perhaps,  find  a  difficulty  in  arranging  with  the  medical 
gentlemen  who  had  been  accustomed  to  look  to  them  to 
provide  any  requirements  during  all  hours,  but  he  felt 
that  would  only  be  an  initial  difficulty,  which  could  be 
overcome,  and  when  overcome  would  give  them  a  spell  of 
liberty  and  opportunity  for  social  and  other  recreation. 

The  President  and  Mr.  Stone  both  thought  the  idea  a 
good  one.  The  latter  gentleman  stated  that  he  only  kept 
open  one  hour  on  a  Sunday — from  8  to  9  p.m. 

Mr.  Stocker  said  he  practically  kept  open  all  day,  and 
Mr.  Rowsell  had  been  in  the  habit  of  keeping  one  assistant 
on  duty  day  and  night,  but  now  adopted  a  system  by  which 
someone  would  be  in  attendance  from  10  to  11  a.m.,  1  to 
2.30  p.m.,  5  to  6  p.m.,  and  8  to  9  30  p.m. 

Mr.  Stone  thought  the  feeling  of  the  medical  men  on  the 
subject  should  be  ascertained,  and  the  President  suggested 
that  the  Association  send  out  a  circular  to  the  medical  men 
asking  advice. 

A  Doctor  who  was  present  said  it  was  most  important  that 
the  medical  profession  should  be  able  to  get  their  physic 
the  first  thing  in  the  morning.  If  the  Association  fixed 
their  hours  of  attendance  at  three  times  a  day,  that  ought  to 
be  sufficient  for  everybody. 

Mr.  Stocker  pointed  out  that  the  stores,  not  only  in 
Exeter,  but  all  over  the  country,  shirked  responsibility  in 
regard  to  night  or  Sunday  trade. 

The  Doctor  strongly  denounced  the  public  desire  for 
cheap  medicines,  and  said  the  public  ought  to  be  educated 
on  the  responsibilities  of  the  chemist.  Where  a  chemist 
was  single-handed  a  notice  of  the  hours  of  attendance  was 
all  that  the  public  could  expect.  He  suggested  that  the 
chemists  should  have  a  large  letter-box  bearing  the  words, 
"  Prescriptions  put  into  this  box  will  be  attended  to."  It 
would  save  a  lot  of  trouble. 

After  a  lengthy  discussion,  Mr.  Stocker  accepted  a  reso- 
lution moved  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Lake,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Rowsell,  to  the  effect — 

That  the  hours  of  attendance  on  Sundays  be  restricted  as 
follows  : — Up  to  10.30  a.m.  ;  1  to  2.30  p.m.  ;  from  6  p.m. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously,  and  the  Presi- 
dent and  Messrs.  Stocker  and  J.  H.  Lake  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  carry  it  into  effect.  It  was  suggested  that 
official  notices  to  this  effect  should  be  published  in  the 
windows  of  chemists,  and  that  the  medical  profession  should 
be  notified. 

The  consideration  of  the  new  Pharmacy  Bill  was  deferred 
to  a  future  meeting. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 

Manchester  Section. 

The  members  at  a  meeting  on  December  7  discussed  the 
arsenic-in-beer  question.  Mr.  Harry  Grtmshaw,  who 
presided  in  the  absence  of  the  Chairman,  thought  it  hardly 
fair  to  speak  of  any  beer  as  "loaded"  with  arsenic,  and 
wanted  to  know  the  best  qualitative  test.  Mr.  J.  Carter 
Bell  (Salford)  had  tried  several  processes,  but  had  not  found 
much  difference  in  them  as  regards  accurate  results.  He  had 
not  seen  anyone  yet  give  a  quantitative  analysis.  The  worst 
sample  he  had  had  examined  contained  02  gr.  of  arsenic  to 
1  gal.  of  beer.  The  worst  sample  analysed  by  Dr.  Gerland 
contained  i  gr.  of  arsenic  in  a  pint,  while  Mr.  Frank 
Scudder's  worst  sample  only  gave  014  gr.  to  1  gal.  It  was 
highly  important,  the  latter  gentleman  thought,  that  the 
medical  profession  should  know  whether  a  minute  amount  of 
arsenic  was  more  injurious  when  taken  in  combination  with 
alcohol.    He  considered  the  term  "  loaded  with  arsenic  "  was 


applicable  to  some  of  the  beers  analysed,  for  beer  ought  not 
to  contain  arsenic  at  all. 

A  paper  on  the  Patent  Laws — which  had  been  written  by 
Professor  Abel  in  reply  to  the  recent  paper  on  the  same 
subject  by  Mr.  Ivan  Levinstein — was  read  by  Mr.  Carter 
Bell,  and  evoked  the  wholesale  condemnation  of  a  number 
of  those  present;  but  as  neither  Professor  Abel  nor  Mr. 
Levinstein  was  there,  it  was  ruled  that  the  discussion  was 
irregular. 

A  paper  on  "  Clays,"  by  Messrs.  W.  Jackson  and 
E.  M.  Rich,  brought  the  serious  proceedings  to  a  close,  and 
conviviality  began. 


Grimsby  and  District  Chemists'  and 
Drug-gists'  Association. 

At  the  Grimsby  Town  Hall  on  December  6,  Mr.  Charles 
Turner,  F.C.S.  (director  of  the  Manchester  College  of 
Pharmacy),  addressed  the  members  of  this  Association  on 
4i  The  Food  of  Plants."  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  R. 
Cook  (President  of  the  Association),  and  there  was  a  good 
attendance.  The  lecture,  which  was  illustrated  with  lime- 
light slides,  proved  to  be  of  a  very  practical  nature.  Mr. 
Turner  dwelt  upon  the  nutrient  food  provided  by  the  parent 
plant  for  its  offspring,  and  pointed  out  the  value  of  rain  as  a 
food  and  drink.  The  remarkable  movements  of  plants  in 
search  of  moist  soil  for  the  germination  of  sesds,  the 
rotation  of  crops,  and  unusual  mineral  ingredients  were 
tersely  explained  and  illustrated  with  examples.  The  effect 
of  light  on  plants  and  the  contrivances  for  obtaining  light 
for  the  development  of  orchids,  arums,  &c,  and  the  parasitic 
plants  were  ably  dealt  with.  Altogether  the  lecture  was 
most  instructive,  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded 
to  Mr.  Turner  at  the  close. 


Liverpool  Pharmaceutical  Students'  Society. 

The  first  literary  meeting  of  the  present  session  was  held  on 
Thursday,  December  6,  at  6  Sandon  Terrace.  Mr.  Prosper  H. 
Marsden  (Vice-President)  occupied  the  chair  until  the  arrival 
of  the  President  (Mr.  C.  W.  Cooke). 

Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley  showed  a  large  specimen  of  kauri  gum, 
and  then  read  a  paper  on 

Section  Cutting  and  Staining. 

He  spoke  of  the  advantages  of  being  able  to  cut  good 
sections  by  hand.     He  also  showed  a  simple  form  of 
microtome  in  common  use  in  botanical  laboratories,  and 
illustrated  his  remarks  by  cutting  some  excellent  sections, 
which  were  subsequently  stained  and  exhibited.    Mr.  Cowley 
told  how  stains  have  a  certain  selective  action,  and  showed 
how  this  fact  is  turned  to  advantage  in  double  staining. 
This  was  demonstrated  by  making  a  T.S.  of  a  twig  of  larch, 
immersing  it  in  a  solution  of  methyl  violet,  taking  out,  wash- 
ing with  alcohol  to  remove  excess  of  stain,  and  subsequently 
immersing  in  safranin.    Double  staining  was  shown  to  be 
due  to  a  process  of  displacement.    The  first  stain  colours  the 
whole  tissue,  and  the  second  displaces  a  certain  amount  of 
the  first.    Much  judgment  is  required  to  know  when  to  stop 
the  process,  but  this  may  be  acquired  by  practice.  A  mixture 
of  methyl  violet  and  fuchsine  makes  an  excellent  stain  where 
quick  results  are  required,  although  the  content  is  not  very 
great.    Mr.  Cowley  recommended  the  use  of  weak  stains.  It 
is  better,  he  said,  to  leave  a  section  a  long  time  in  a  weak 
solution  than  to  use  a  stronger  solution.  The  action  of  certain 
simple  stains  was  touched  upon  ;  safranin,  a  weak  alcoholic 
solution,  being  a  very  excellent   general   stain.  Iodine 
stains  cell-wall  yellow,  and  is  a  useful    stain.  Aniline 
colours  are  excellent  for  staining  cork,  and  the  lecturer 
referred  to  the  use  made  of  stains  in  detecting  plant-con- 
stituents.   Cellulose,  for  instance,  is  staired  by  chloride 
of  zinc  and  by  sulphuric  acid.  Lignin,  which  is  present  in  hard 
cell-walls,  may  be  detected  and  stained  by  pbloroglucine  and 
hydrochloric  acid.    The  cells  of  epidermis  of  common  onion 
were  stained  with  safranin,  and  the  nuclei  were  seen  under 
the  microscope.    A  transverse  section  of  cucumber-stem  was 
also  stained,  and  showed  collenchymatous  tissue  below  epider- 
mis, two  bundles  of  vessels,  sieve-tubes,  and  medullary  phloem 
bundles.     The  use  of  liq.  sod.  chlorinat.  in  bleaching  thick 
sections  was  demonstrated.    This  solution  will  make  a  section 
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transparent  which  otherwise  might  be  rejected.  Caustic 
potash  is  also  an  excellent  clearing-agent.  There  are,  how- 
ever, disadvantages  in  the  use  of  both  these,  in  that  the  cell- 
wall  loses  some  of  its  characters,  swelling  considerably.  By 
soaking  the  section  (after  chlorinated  soda  or  caustic  potash) 
in  acetic  acid  this  may  be  corrected  ;  in  the  latter  case  the 
potash  is  neutralised,  and  in  the  former  the  free  chlorine 
expelled. 


Tees  =  side  Chemists'  Association. 

On  Wednesday  afternoon,  December  5,  the  chemists  of 
Middlesborough  met  together  to  form  the  Middlesborough 
branch  of  the  Tees-side  Chemists'  Association.  Replies 
received  from  the  other  riverside  towns  show  that  it  is  prac- 
tically certain  that  they  will  soon  have  their  own  branch  of  the 
association  also.  The  feeling  of  the  meeting  was  that  any 
new  proprietary  article  coming  into  the  district  without  per- 
mission of  the  Association  would  have  poor  chance  of  success. 
The  principal  cutters  showed  a  strong  desire  to  bring  up 
prices  to  a  reasonable  level.  A  unanimous  and  friendly 
meeting  terminated  with  a  determination  to  make  some 
alteration  in  the  present  trade  outlook,  even  if  it  is  only  in  a 
small  way  at  the  commencement.  Mr.  Thomas  Buck  was 
elected  President,  and  Mr.  Thompson,  Martin  Road,  Middles- 
borough, Hon.  Secretary.  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  is  expected  to 
address  the  Association  in  January, 


Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the  Victoria 
Hotel,  Manchester,  on  December  12,  the  President  (Mr. 
George  S.  Woolley)  in  the  chair.  After  the  preliminaries, 
the  President  stated  the  object  of  the  meeting  was  a 
discussion  on  the 

Draft  Pharmacy  Bill. 
Mr.  Taylor,  a  member  of  the  Council,  was  present  to  give 
any  explanation  members  might  desire.  The  Bill  seemed  to 
have  been  favourably  received,  but  some  months  must 
elapse  before  it  could  be  introduced  into  Parliament.  He 
(the  President)  had  gone  through  the  Bill  very  carefully, 
and  found  that  the  companies  were  pretty  successfully  dealt 
with.  He  did  not  think  there  was  anything  in  the  Bill  that 
any  legitimately  formed  company  could  object  to.  He  be- 
longed to  a  limited-liability  company  himself,  however,  and 
was  hardly  the  person  to  express  an  opinion,  which  might  be 
looked  upon  as  prejudiced. 

Mr.  Taylor  said  the  Bill  had  been  the  work  of  laymen, 
but  it  was  sufficiently  clear  to  be  understandable  by  any- 
one. Mr.  Taylor  read  the  first  clause,  and  showed  that  it 
was  a  new  departure  so  far  as  English  pharmacy  law  was 
concerned.  Hitherto  the  owner  of  the  shop  was  not  liable 
if  an  unqualified  person  sold  a  poison,  but  this  made  the 
owner  liable  as  well  as  the  unregistered  person. 

Mr.  Kirkby  :  Only  in  the  case  of  selling  poisons. 

Mr.  Taylor  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  that  laid  it  open  to 
the  person  liable  for  leaving  his  shop  in  the  care  of  an 
unregistered  person,  althoughlie  did  not  think  that  was  the 
intention  of  the  clause,  which  aimed  at  the  keeping  of  branch 
shops  by  unqualified  persons.  Referring  to  Clause  2,  he  said 
it  only  dealt  with  corporate  bodies,  which  meant  limited 
companies. 

The  Chairman  :  Then  you  must  say  so. 

Mr.  Taylor  said  he  believed  there  was  some  difficulty 
with  regard  to  Scotland.  Two  legal  experts  differed  as  to 
the  interpretation  of  Scotch  law  relating  to  corporate  bodies 
and  companies.  They  might  take  it,  however,  that  corporate 
bodies  meant  limited  companies. 

The  President  thought  ordinary  companies  should  be 
specified. 

Clauses  3  and  4  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Kirkby  said  if  they  got  it  secured  that  directors  of 
companies  should  be  registered  persons,  they  would  have 
made  a  great  advance. 

The  President  thought  Clauses  2  and  4  seemed  to  be 
antagonistic.  Clause  4  aimed  at  every  director  being  quali- 
fied, whereas  Clause  2  took  that  away.  The  clauses  did  not 
seem  to  run  on  the  same  lines.  He  thought  Clause  5  was 
a  very  good  and  proper  one,  and  distinctly  for  the  public 


benefit.  After  Clauses  6  and  7  were  read,  Mr.  KlBKBY 
inquired  whether  a  university  could  be  considered  a  legally 
qualified  authority.  Mr.  Taylor  replied  that  he  should 
consider  it  in  that  light,  seeing  that  it  had  the  power  to 
confer  degrees. 

Mr.  Kemp  cougratulated  the  committee  who  had  drafted 
the  Bill,  which  was  a  decided  step  in  the  right  direction. 
There  would  be  a  great  outcry  from  some  members  of  the 
craft  against  the  first  clause,  as  there  were  many  branch- 
shops  under  the  care  of  unqualified  managers.  The  qualified 
owner  walked  from  one  shop  to  another  during  the  day  to 
put  in  the  appearance  of  a  responsible  person,  and  that  sort 
of  procedure  was  derogatory  to  the  craft  and  did  not  contri- 
bute to  the  welfare  of  the  public.  As  to  the  second,  Lord 
Brougham  had  said  a  coach-and-six  could  be  driven  through 
any  Act  of  Parliament,  and  clever  people  might  drive  one 
through  this.  He  could  conceive  a  company  or  corporate 
body  putting  up  a  notice  to  the  effect  that  they  were  "not 
registered,"  which  would  put  them  out  of  court,  like  the 
people  who  sold  milk  as  mixed  with  so  much  per  cent,  of 
water. 

Mr.  Taylor  held  that  that  was  covered  by  Clause  3,  as  an 
offence  under  Section  15,  which  protected  the  title. 

Mr.  Kemp  was  of  opinion  that  the  committee  had  not 
gone  far  enough  in  Clause  3.  It  was  quite  as  important  for 
the  public  welfare  that  the  rnaking-up  of  prescriptions  which 
did  not  contain  poisons  should  be  dispensed  by  qualified 
persons  as  those  containing  poisons,  and  he  moved — 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  it  is  desirable  that  the 
words  "  the  dispensing  and  compounding  of  the  prescriptions  of 
duly  qualified  medical  practitioners  "  be  incorporated  in  Clause  3. 

Mr.  Kidd  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  carried  nem. 
con. 

Mr.  Kemp  approved  of  Clause  4,  but  thought  the  penalty 
should  b?  made  cumulative  after  the  first  offence. 

Mr.  Westmacott  also  approved  of  the  Bill  and  the 
resolution,  and,  after  more  discussion,  further  consideration 
of  the  Bill  was  adjourned. 


Leeds  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  in  the  Church  Institute 
on  Tuesday,  December  11,  Mr.  E.  Yewdall  (President)  in  the 
chair,  to  consider  the  draft  Pharmacy  Bill.  There  was  a 
fair  representative  company,  and  after  discussing  the  various 
clauses,  in  which  Messrs.  E.  0.  Brown,  F.  W.  Branson,  F.I.C., 
Jones,  Listers,  Fawthrop,  Pollitt,  Sargeant,  Worfolk  (Ilkley), 
and  others  took  part,  it  was  resolved  "That  this  meeting  give 
a  general  support  to  the  Bill." 


Dewsbury  and  District  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  the  Church  House,  Dewsbury,  on 
Monday  evening,  the  President  (Mr.  W.  Stead,  of  Heck- 
mondwike)  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Cussons  was  elected  an  honorary  member,  and 
he  expressed  his  appreciation  and  his  intention  to  attend  the 
meetings  when  possible. 

The  Leeds  Chemists'  Association  invited  the  members  to 
attend  a  meeting  in  Leeds  to  discuss  the  new  Pharmacy  Bill. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  acknow- 
ledged the  receipt  of  a  copy  of  Mr.  Broadhead's  Bill,  and  said 
he  was  sure  it  would  receive  the  careful  consideration  of  the 
Council. 

The  Draft  Bill. 

The  President  referred  to  the  Council's  Bill,  and  thought 
it  was  very  good  and  a  distinct  advance,  although  it  did  not 
go  quite  so  far  as  they  would  have  liked.  He  questioned 
whether  anything  beyond  the  Bill  would  have  much  chance. 
In  regard  to  Clause  5,  he  much  preferred  Mr.  Broadhead's 
suggestion  to  make  annual  application  fcr  registration 
necessary  by  individual  chemists.  The  persons  conducting 
businesses,  other  than  the  proprietors,  were  frequently  changed, 
and  he  saw  no  provision  requiring  changes  to  be  notified. 
As  to  the  curriculum  clause,  he  would  have  preferred  it  to 
have  been  left  out  altogether.  He  quite  saw  that  the 
Council  were  trying  to  avoid  going  to  Parliament  again  in  a 
short  time,  and  that  in  any  case  the  curriculum  would  have 
to  be  adopted  by  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Council. 
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Mr.  Broadhead  said  the  draft  Bill  he  placed  before  the 
Association  was  now  a  thing  of  the  past.  The  Council's  Bill 
was  supposed  to  be  as  perfect  as  anything  could  be  which 
emanated  from  that  concentrated  infusion  of  pharmaceutical 
wisdom.  He  was  disappointed  by  it,  but  was  even  more  dis- 
appointed by  the  discussion  which  took  place  on  its  intro- 
duction. Members  of  the  Council  seemed  as  if  they  were 
giving  and  taking  to  such  an  extent  that  they  were  sacri- 
ficing their  own  views,  and  had  practically  resolved  the 
Council  into  a  mutual  admiration  society.  He  would  have 
liked  to  have  seen  the  actual  views,  or,  at  least,  the  publica- 
tion of  the  Law  and  Parliamentary  Committee's  discussion, 
because  the  views  that  were  published  were  not  the  correct 
views  of  the  members.  He  would  also  liked  to  have  had 
the  views  of  Mr.  Young,  and  Mr.  J.  Taylor,  of  Bolton. 
In  commenting  on  the  Bill,  Mr.  Broadhead  said  Clause  1  did 
not  cover  the  dispensing  and  compounding  of  medicines, 
neither  did  it  attempt  to  clear  the  disputed  point  whether 
the  seller  was  the  proprietor  or  the  person  acting  in  the 
sale.  Clause  2  gave  away  the  contention  that  the  House  of 
Lords  decision  was  opposed  to  the  intention  and  spirit  of 
the  Pharmacy  Act.  Clause  3  recognised  companies,  and 
would  have  the  effect  of  neutralising  Clause  2,  as  it  would  be 
contended  that,  as  companies  were  allowed  conditionally  to 
do  everything  that  qualified  men  could  do,  how  could  the 
public  interest  be  affected  by  their  using  the  title — a  title, 
moreover,  which  they  had  used  for  many  years,  and  in 
which  they  claimed  a  vested  interest  1  He  would  not 
criticise  Clause  4,  because,  if  things  in  general  got 
much  worse,  he  might  be  induced  to  accept  a 
directorship  of  a  limited  company  at  a  nominal  fee. 
(Laughter.)  Clause  5  should  be  more  definite.  "  From 
time  to  time "  was  rather  vague  for  an  Act 
of  Parliament.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  present  condition  of  the 
register  was  an  example  of  how  easily  such  a  phrase  might 
mean  from  "  time  to  eternity."  Clause  6  was  sensible, 
though  he  did  not  know  what  the  Society  would  do  with  the 
immense  wealth  that  was  likely  to  accumulate  from  that 
source.  Clause  7  was  a  fine  piece  of  statesmanship.  It 
looked  as  if  the  other  six  clauses  were  merely  sops  in  order 
to  get  Clause  7  swallowed.  He  did  not  know  whether  the 
Council  really  thought  that  the  Bill  would  be  accepted  by 
the  chemists  and  druggists  of  the  country.  For  his  part  he 
did  not  think  it  met  their  requirements  at  all.  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  said  it  would  meet  with 
opposition  by  the  companies.  They  need  not  be 
afraid  of  that ;  it  would  suit  the  companies  as  well 
as  any  Bill  possibly  could.  He  agreed  that  a  curriculum 
was  a  necessary  thing.  They  heard  of  the  difficulties  of 
apprentices ;  and  how  were  they  to  get  young  fellows  with 
grammar-school  educations  to  enter  a  business  in  which  they 
were  told  by  leading  men  that  they  were  in  the  position  of 
ordinal y  traders,  that  there  was  no  monopoly,  and  that  they 
were  not  recognised  as  professional  men  ?  They  would 
never  get  the  class  of  men  who  would  submit  to  a  curri- 
culum, while  the  trade  was  in  its  present  condition. 

Mr.  R.  Gledhill  did  not  look  upon  the  Bill  in  the 
dolorous  spirit  which  Mr.  Broadhead  had  shown.  He 
thought  it  was  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  that  it  em- 
braced the  proposals  of  the  Dewsbury  Bill.  (Hear,  hear.) 
He  did  not  see  ho;v  they  were  to  stop  the  companies.  The 
chemists  themselves  had  done  it ;  there  were  limited  com- 
panies run  by  registered  chemists.  With  regard  to  registra- 
tion he  preferred  Mr.  Broadhead's  idea.  If  a  man  com- 
plained that  it  would  be  a  hardship  to  write  a  halfpenny 
postcard  every  year  in  order  to  keep  his  title,  that  man 
.should  be  struck  off  the  register.  He  agreed  that  a  curri- 
culum should  not  be  pushed  forward  until  young  men  had 
something  for  the  outlay. 

Mr.  Barker  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  owner  should  be 
regarded  as  the  seller.  With  regard  to  companies  they  had 
no  alternative.  Chemists  could  not  be  worse  off  than  they 
were  at  present,  and  there  was  something  to  be  gained  by  a 
qualified  man  being  in  every  shop.    He  was  not  disappointed. 

Mr.  Ingram  (Ossett)  thought  that  the  Bill  was  a  step  in 
the  right  direction. 

Mr.  CUSSONS  remarked  that  annual  application  for  regis- 
tration was  an  intricate  matter,  and  thought  a  new  method 
of  registration  was  necessary. 

After  further  remarks  by  Mr.  Broadhead  on  annual 
registration,  the  discussion  was  adjourned. 


Edinburgh   District  Chemists'  Trade 
Association. 

ATamscting  of  this  Association,  held  at  36  York  Place, 
Edinburgh,  on  December  13,  Mr.  George  Ltjnan,  Chairman 
of  the  Association,  gave  as  his  opening  address  a  critique 
of  the 

Proposed  Pharmaceutical  Legislation, 

the  one  topic,  he  said,  which  it  was  possible  to  discuss  in 
opening  the  session.  The  publication  of  the  draft  Pharmacy 
Bill,  so  far  as  its  terms  go,  is,  in  his  opinion,  a  subject  for 
congratulation  on  the  part  of  the  members  of  this  Associa- 
tion. The  principle  embodied  in  the  first  clause  is  the  first 
legal  streak  of  true  professionalism  the  trade  have  had.  No 
good  friend  of  true  pharmacy  will,  he  thought,  do  other  than 
applaud  it.  The  President  said  he  does  not  want  constructive 
criticism  of  a  possible  Bill,  only  of  what  the  draft  Bill  con- 
tains, and  he  (Mr.  Lunan)  thought  the  President  was  fully 
justified  in  his  request,  and  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  Law 
and  Parliamentary  Committee  had  endeavoured  in  the  main 
only  to  ask  what  was  fair  and  just.  Clause  2  he  had  no  fault 
with  ;  but  with  Clause  3  there  will  be  some  diversity  of 
opinion  as  to  the  wisdom  of  this  as  being  retrograde  to  the 
protection  of  titles.  He,  however,  was  entirely  in  favour  of 
it.  Clause  4,  because  of  the  fear  that  it  may  have  a  pre- 
judicial effect  on  the  passing  of  the  Bill,  will  be  the  most 
debated.  The  first  recommendation  of  the  committee  would 
have  been  more  feasible — viz.,  "the  compulsory  appointment 
of  a  qualified  director  by  every  company  carrying  on  the 
business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist,"  this  proviso  naturally 
giving  the  position  to  the  "  registered  person  "  conducting  the 
business.  He  was  strongly  of  opinion  that  that  is  the  maximum 
to  be  hoped  for,  because  no  legislation  can  be  produced  to  find 
out  where  the  funds  are  found  to  work  a  business,  and  every 
"registered  person  "  would  be  subject  to  the  inquisition  as  to 
his  private  means  of  establishing  a  business.  A  qualified 
director  would  undoubtedly  stop  the  formation  of  companies 
which  are  initiated  purely  to  evade  the  present  Acts,  and 
it  would  be  a  great  gain  to  know  that  the  initiation  of  a  com- 
pany to  carry  on  the  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist 
could  only  come  from  a  registered  pharmacist.  Clauses  5 
and  6  cannot  be  other  than  acceptable  to  both  the  medical 
faculties  and  to  pharmacists.  As  an  examiner  to  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  Clause  7  was  to  him  (the  speaker)  a  doubly- 
welcome  addition.    Mr.  Lunan  then  gave  his  views  on 

The  Future  of  Pharmacy, 

remarking  that  while  there  are  so  many  pessimists  in  cur 
ranks,  and  so  much  to  be  said  from  their  standpoint,  he  saw 
no  grounds  for  alarm.  The  old  days  of  uncut  prices  are 
gone  for  ever.  Is  it  not  well,  he  said,  and  is  it  not  certain, 
that  the  pharmacist  must  share  the  stress  of  present-day 
business  ?  Why  should  pharmacy  hope  to  be  a  specially 
protected  calling  1  In  any  other  calling  similar  difficulties 
were  to  be  overcome.  The  expenses  of  conducting  a 
pharmacy  are  much  greater,  but  that  is  due  to  the  greater 
value  of  the  qualification.  The  facts  have  to  be  faced, 
however,  that  at  the  present  time  the  expenses  are  greater 
and  profits  much  less  than  they  were  twenty  years  ago.  He 
was  no  Socialist,  but  he  could  not  help  thinking  that,  along 
with  other  professions  and  businesses,  that  was  what  was  to 
be  expected.  His  ideas  were  that  a  class  of  pharmacists  will 
be  slowly  evolved  from  the  present  conglomeration  who  will 
practise  only  the  dispensing  of  prescriptions  and  the  art  of 
combining  medicines  for  the  physician's  use  in  the  most 
suitable  mode  for  therapeutic  exhibition.  This  pharmacist 
will  have  an  office,  not  a  shop.  The  physician  will  consult 
and  rely  on  him  for  advice  on  the  best  mode  of  exhibiting 
medicines  so  as  to  get  the  best  therapeutic  effect.  He  will 
be  a  University  man,  and  will  ungrudgingly  get  his  profes- 
sional fees.  On  the  other  hand,  those  who  prefer  the  trading 
side  of  the  business  will  become  druggists.  They  will  sell 
everything  but  scheduled  poisons,  and  do  no  dispensing,  and 
will  probably  make  more  money  than  the  professional 
pharmacist.  The  separation  will  come  about  in  the  same 
manner,  and  probably  with  the  same  difficulties,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  surgeons  and  apothecaries  of  Edinburgh  200 
years  ago.  In  conclusion,  he  said  there  was  everything  to 
hope  for  in  the  future.  Pharmacists  will  obtain  only  what 
they  deserve,  and  they  must  endeavour  so  as  to  deserve. 
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^festivities 


C.A.A.  Reunion. 

The  smoking-concert  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Associa- 
tion in  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  on  December  6,  was  well 
attended,  in  spite  of  climatic  drawbacks.  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen 
presided  genially  oyer  a  numerous  audience,  the  vice-chair 
being  occupied  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Jones.  The  programme  was  of 
a  high-class  character  throughout,  the  selections  of  that  ex- 
cellent baritone,  Mr.  Bantock  Pierpont,  being  eminently 
successful.  The  other  serious  songsters  were  Messrs.  George 
Ucley  and  Sydney  Mannering,  while  the  humour  was  in  the 
capable  hands  of  Messrs.  Walter  Henglerand  Arthur  Thomas. 
The  mandjline  playing  of  Mr.  Theodore  Distin  was  well 
worth  listening  to,  as  also  were  the  cornet-solos  of  Mr.  Leslie 
Lawson,  but  a  special  meed  of  praise  must  be  reserved  for 
the  clever  recitations  of  Mr.  T.  Morley  Taylor.  The  "  Little 
Bill"  interlude  of  the  latter  gentleman  was  very  funny.  It 
is  an  amusing  parody  on  the  G.  R.  Sims  style  of  pathetic 
recitation,  and  Mr.  Morley  Taylor  afterwards  displayed  his 
versatility  by  giving  imitations  of  George  Alexander  and  W. 
S.  Penley,  the  latter  being  depicted  as  playing  Hamlet, 
tinged  with  the  mellow  richness  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Spalding. 
During  the  interval  Mr.  J.  H.  Dewhirst  (President  of  the 
Association),  in  proposing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Chairman, 
said  the  C.A.A.  nowadays  took  great  interest  in  pharma- 
ceutical politics,  and  he  would  be  glad  if  Mr,  Allen  could  tell 
them  something  of  the  new  Pharmacy  Bill.  The  Chairman, 
in  his  reply,  briefly  outlined  the  draft  Pharmacy  Bill,  recom- 
mending all  present  carefully  to  study  its  provisions  as  set 
forth  in  the  trade  journals. 

The  Institute  op  Chemistry. 

The  members  of  the  Institute  dined  together  at  the  Troca- 
dero  Restaurant,  Piccadilly  Circus,  W.,  on  Thursday  evening, 
December  7,  Professor  J.  Millar  Thomson,  F.RS.,  presiding. 
Amongst  those  present  were  Lord  Justice  Vaughan  Williams, 
Mr.  Justice  Bryne,  Sir  W.  Roberts-Austen,  Sir  J.  Crichton 
Browne,  Mr.  Justice  Joyce,  W.  J.  Russell,  Dr.  J.  H.  Glad- 
stone, Dr.  Ludwig  Mond,  Professors  Armstrong,  Tilden,  and 
Frank  Clowes.  Amongst  the  speakers  were  Mr.  G.  Beilby, 
who  gave  "The  United  Forces,"  Colonel  S.  G.  Clarke  re- 
sponding; Dr.  Thomas  Stevenson,  who  proposed  "The 
Houses  of  Parliament,"  Lord  Morris  and  Killanin  replying  ; 
and  Mr.  M.  Carteighe,  who  gave  "  The  Learned  Societies  and 
Kindred  Institutions,"  Dr.  T.  E.  Thorpe  (Pres.  C.S  )  and  Mr. 
J.  W.  Swan  (Pres.  S.C.I.)  responding.  The  Lord  Chief  Justice 
proposed  "  The  Institute  of  Chemistry,"  and  remarked  that 
the  Institute  was  an  illustration  of  the  great  movement  which 
has  taken  place  in  every  learned  profession  during  the  last 
half  of  the  present  century.  He  had  had  experience  of  the 
valuable  work  done  by  chemists  of  standing  and  ability.  It 
is  now  recognised,  he  added,  that  it  is  not  right  that  men 
should  practise  in  highly  cultivated  professions  without 
proper  qualification,  and  the  Institute  had  been  established 
to  provide  qualified  men  for  the  positions  of  analytical 
and  consulting  chemists.  It  has  met  a  crying  want  and 
need.  It  is  also  a  great  advantage  to  commerce  that  men 
should  be  trained  in  England,  and  that  we  should  not  have 
to  rely  upon  German  Universities.  The  President,  in 
acknowledging  the  toast,  said  that  the  Institute  is  in  a  very 
satisfactory  position.  They  number  880  fellows,  120 
associates,  and  125  students.  Mr.  David  Howard  then  gave 
"  The  Guests,"  to  which  Mr.  Reeves  responded. 

Newcastle-ox-Tyne  and  District  Chemists' 
Association. 

The  fourth  annual  dinner  of  this  Association  was  held  on 
Wednesday  evening,  December  12,  in  the  Hotel  Metropole, 
Newcastle.  Seventy  members  and  friends,  under  the  presi- 
dency of  Mr.  Charles  Ridley,  sat  down  at  7.45  p.m.,  and  kept 
matters  going  strong  till  12.  This  is  the  first  dinner  of 
the  Association  to  which  ladies  have  been  invited,  and  the 
new  departure  was  amply  justified  by  the  attendance.  The 
President  was  supported  by  Sir  George  Hare  Philipson,  M.D., 
&C,  Professor  of  Medicine  in  Durham  University  Medical 
School,  Alderman  Mr.  John  Harrison,  J.P.  (Sunderland),  Mr. 
T.  Maltby  Clague,  Mr.  F.  E.  Schofield  (Morpeth).  Councillor 


H.  J.  Turnbull  (President  of  the  Sunderland  Chemical  Asso- 
ciation, &6 ).  and  amongst  others  present  were  Mrs.  C. 
Ridley,  Mrs.  Clague,  Mrs.  Schofield,  Mr.  R.  II.  Bell  (Sunder- 
land), Mr.  Mitchinson  (Sunderland),  Mr.  W.  A.  Golightly 
(Hon.  Secretary  Sunderland  Association),  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  F. 
Merson,  Mr.  F.  Gilderdale,  F.C.S.  (Hon.  Secretary),  Mr.  W. 
Kerse,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  AVright,  Mr.  and  Miss  Buckley  (North 
Shields),  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Gale  (Gateshead),  Mr.  F.  R.  Dud- 
deridge  (North  of  England  School  of  Pharmacy),  Mr.  and 
Miss  Williamson,  Messrs.  R.  Cubey  and  Shadforth  (Blaydon), 
Dr.  Forrest,  (Wallsend),  Mr.  T.  E.  Dawson  (Gateshead),  Mr. 
William  Pescod,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Bell,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wackinshaw,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  Dean,  Councillor  J.  D.  lio^c 
(Jarrow).  and  others. 

"  The  Queen  "  having  been  duly  honoured  by  the  President 
and  company, 

the  medical  profession 

was  proposed  by  Mr.  T.  Maltby  Clague,  coupled  with  the 
name  of  Sir  George  Hare  Philipson,  of  whom  Mr.  Clague 
spoke  in  eulogistic  terms.  He  said  the  medical  profession 
was  the  ideal  profession,  and  Sir  George  Philipson  an  ideal 
representative. 

Sir  G.  Philipson,  replying,  said  he  had  always  found 
pharmacists  gentlemen  of  education,  and  considered  them 
entitled  to  rank  in  importance  second  only  to  the  medical 
profession.  Their  education  was,  up  to  a  certain  point,  on 
the  same  lines  as  his  own.  The  Pharmacopoeia  was  the 
accredited  organ  of  the  General  Medical  Council.  It  was 
the  first  step.  The  Indian  and  Colonial  Addendum,  which 
was  approved  at  the  late  meeting  of  the  Medical  Council, 
was  the  second  step  ;  and  the  third  and  final  step  was  a 
fully-pledged  Imperial  Pharmacopoeia.  (Applause.)  He 
could  not  sit  down  without  a  reference  to  one  face  which  he 
missed  at  the  festive  board,  a  very  Nestor  of  pharmacy,  Mr. 
Barnard  S.  Proctor— (Applause) — who  was  an  old  colleague 
of  his  own  in  the  College  of  Medicine  teaching-staff. 

Mr.  Turnbull,  in  giving  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society,'' 
wondered  whether  it  gave  the  trade  the  support  which  tlio 
trade  expected  of  it.  He  complimented  the  local  association 
on  the  presence  of  ladies,  and  said  Sunderland  might  take 
a  leaf  out  of  the  same  book. 

Mr.  F  Dudderidge,  who  responded,  thought  that  when 
the  Council  did  anything  amiss  the  Society  got  the  blame, 
but  when  it  did  any  good  work,  the  trade  as  a  whole  liked  to 
take  the  credit.  He  was  struck  with  the  ability  shown  in 
drafting  the  new  Pharmacy  Bill,  and  prophesied  its  general 
acceptance.  He  much  approved  the  recent  action  of  the 
Society  with  regard  to  unqualified  assistants  in  doctors' 
shops. 

Alderman  Harrison,  in  proposing  "Success  to  the  new 
Pharmacy  Bill,"  said  he  had  every  confidence  that  the  new 
Bill  would  commend  itself  to  the  rank  and  file  of  the  trade. 
The  unfortunate  law  decision  many  years  ago  had  far- 
reaching  effects,  and  he  for  one  thought  and  suggested 
at  the  time  that  a  new  Bill  should  have  been  pressed 
forward  there  and  then.  Unfortunately  nothing  was 
done,  the  suggestion  having  apparently  fallen  on  barren 
soil.  Things  are  much  worse  now  than  then,  and  a  remedy 
is  imperative  and  immediate.  Two  policies  are  open 
— repression  or  regulation.  Twenty  years  ago  the  former 
might  have  been  possible,  but  it  is  now  quite  out  of  the 
question.  There  is  no  possibility  of  Parliament  listenirg 
for  a  moment  to  the  latter  course.  Without  betray  irg 
confidence  in  any  way,  he  said,  the  law-officers  of  the 
Crown  gave  clear  indication  on  several  past  occasions  that 
if  the  Society  did  net  face  the  question  in  earnest  the  power 
would  be  taken  out  of  their  hands,  and  administration  of  the 
Acts  placed  under  Government  control.  Regulation,  theD, 
and  that  of  a  drastic  character,  was  now  the  only  course 
open.  As  he  said  a  year  ago  at  Sunderland,  equality  of 
opportunity  involved  equality  of  qualification  and  equality 
of  responsibility.  This  was  only  fair  and  just,  and  had  bten 
kept  fully  in  view  in  drafting  the  Bill.  There  is  a  better 
chance,  he  thought,  with  new  blood  in  the  House  of 
Comraors,  of  a  fair  hearing  of  the  Bill,  and  he  was  con- 
fident that  this  Bill  met  legitimate  needs  ;  and,  although 
some  were  sure  to  be  dissatisfitd,  he  would  beg  all  to  keep 
in  mind  that  the  ideal  is  not  always  available  or  desirable. 
They  must  look  to  the  practical. 

"  The  Ladies  "  and  "  Our  Association  and  Kindred  Associa- 
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tions  "  having  each  been  toasted,  a  most  successful  social 
gathering  was  brought  to  a  close.  The  heavier  part  of  the 
proceedings  was  agreeably  varied  by  a  liberal  sprinkling  of 
vocal  and  instrumental  music,  contributed  by  Mr.  Bloor 
(piano),  Miss  Wilson  (harp),  Mr.  R.  Brand's  quartette  party, 
and  others. 

Nottingham  and  Notts  Chemists'  Association. 

A  successful  smoking-concert  and  social  evening  was  given 
at  the  Albert  Hotel,  Nottingham,  on  Wednesday  night.  Mr. 
W.  Gill  (Vice-President)  presided.  Among  those  present 
were  Messrs.  R.  Beverley,  J.  S.  Radford,  T.  Wilson,  A. 
Middleton,  E.  Gascoyne,  L.  Thompson,  J.  Brown,  H.  Brown, 
J.  W.  Sampson,  E.  Whitchurch,  Whysall,  Bailey,  Norweb, 
W.  Smith,  E.  H.  Turton,  W.  B.  Marshall,  A.  Eberlin  (Hon. 
Secretary),  and  Ellis.  A  capital  programme  of  music  was 
arranged  by  Mr.  A.  Eberlin,  the  following  gentlemen 
contributing  : — Mr.  Birch,  Mr.  Martin,  Mr.  Thompson,  Mr. 
Beverley,  Master  Twinn,  and  Mr.  Whysall ;  Mr.  E.  W. 
Whitchurch  acted  as  accompanist. 

A  Midland  Smoker. 

The  Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association  held  a  successful 
"  smoker  "  at  the  Great  Western  Hotel  on  December  5.  In 
the  absence  of  the  President  (Mr.  J.  Barclay)  Mr.  John 
Wakefield  made  a  genial  chairman,  and  kept  the  entertain- 
ment going  for  three  hours.  The  gathering  numbered  about 
ninety  members  and  friends  of  the  Association.  A  number 
of  artistes  were  specially  engaged  for  the  evening,  and  in 
addition  to  these  songs  were  given  by  Messrs.  Gerard,  Burton, 
and.  Dance.  At  midnight  the  party  joined  in  singing  "  God 
Save  the  Queen." 


Zxxtn  in  IRew  Zealand 


THE  Chemical  Division  of  the  New  Zealand  Department  of 
Agriculture  is  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  B.  C.  Aston, 
whose  report  dated  March  31, 1900,  on  the  first  year's  work,  has 
just  come  to  hand.  Mr.  Aston  was  appointed  on  May  1, 1899, 
and  the  only  accommodation  provided  for  him  was  a  portion 
of  the  pathological  laboratory.    In  addition  to  routine-work, 
a  commencement  has  been  made  upon  the  study  of  the 
chemistry  of  the  native  flora  in  collaboration  with  Professor 
Easterfield.     These  gentlemen,  by  working  in  the  small 
hours  of  the  morning,  and  during  holidays,  have  made  a 
laborious  research,  which  has  solved  the  long-discussed 
problem  as  to  the  nature  of  the  toxic  principle  of  tutu. 
They  have  also  commenced  an  investigation  to  discover  the 
poison  of  pimelea,  an  alcoholic  extract  of  the  bark  of  which 
has  proved  to  be  poisonous.     They  are  also  examining 
karakin,  the  poisonous  constituent  of  the  nuts  of  karakin. 
The  oil  of  the  leaf  of  the  ngaio  (a  species  of  Myoporum)  has 
been  extracted,  but  proved  to  be  non-poisonous.    No  fewer 
than  thirty-seven  previous  publications  on  tutu  are  enumerated. 
The  damage  to  stock  by  these  plants  has  been  enormous  :  even 
he  animals  brought  by  Captain  Cook  which  died  in  a . 
mysterious  way,  were  almost  certainly  affected  by  this  plant. 
Three  species  are  known,  all  belonging  to  the  genus  Coriaria  ' 
one  is  the  tree  tut,  which  grows  to  the  height  of  20  to  25' 
feet;  another,  which  seldom  exceeds  3  feet  high,  is  the' 
ground  tut;  the  third  is  a  small  herbaceous  annual  of  the 
Otago  uplands.    The  young  shoots  of  the  tree  tut  yielded, 
by  suitable  treatment,  0'03  per  cent,  of  a  well  crystallised 
substance  of  intense  and  permanent  bitter  taste,  which 
proved  to  be  free  from  nitrogen,  and  to  be  highly  poisonous. 
A  pig  about  two  months  old,  weighing  35  lbs,,  was  killed  in 
four  hours  by  2  gr.    It  is  a  glucoside,  and  resembles  one 
discovered  in  1863  in  a  closely  allied  European  plant,  and 
named  coriamyrtin.    The  same  principle  was  found  in  each 
of  the  three  species.    Arrangements  are  being  made  for  the 
treatment  of  a  large  quantity  of  the  plant  in  spring,  when 
it  contains  the  largest  proportion  of  tutin,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  therapeutical  investigations  will  then  determine  its 
physiological  action. 


Arrowroot  Jelly  will  keep  four  days  without  becoming 
sour  and  thin,  whereas  that  prepared  from  potato-flour 
undergoes  change  in  twelve  hours. 


Sbe  pharmaceutical  Hvtar^. 


1 


The  Chicken. 

Supposed  to  have  been  a  fabulous  bird,  although  the  owls 
On  the  highest  perch  in  the  aviary  have  always  assured  the 
birds  in  the  lower  regions  that  a  specimen  would  be  produced 
when  wanted.  The  chicken  shows  all  the  characteristics  of 
prolonged  gestation  ;  it  has  very  little  body,  and  seven  claws 
of  formidable  appearance.  The  strain  to  which  the  fledgling 
belongs  is  unknown,  but  it  seems  to  be  a  hybrid  or  com- 
promise. The  egg  was  supplied  by  a  member  of  the  Giffard 
family  not  resident  in  Blackburn,  and  the  owls  have  sat  upon 
it  in  turn.  The  donor  of  the  egg,  who  in  the  picture  is  seen 
supporting  the  chicken,  is  somewhat  astounded  at  the  way 
the  germ  has  grown  ;  but  the  solicitors  are  to  trim 
its  claws,  and  those  who  are  to  eat  the  chicken  think  of 
stuffing  it  well  and  often  before  they  cook  it.  Perhaps  that 
is  better  than  roasting  it  first. 


IRecent  MUls. 


Chance. — Mr.  John  Homer  Chance,  of  the  firm  of  Chance 
Brothers  &  Co.,  chemical-manufacturers,  Birmingham,  has  left  a 
personal  estate  valued  at  247,705/. 

Elgey. — The  executor  of  the  will  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Elgey, 
J.P.,  of  Great  Driffield,  chemist  and  grocer,  is  his  son,  Mr.  James 
William  Elgey,  to  whom  he  bequeathed  his  business  and  freehold 
premises  in  the  Market  Place  and  Harland  Street,  subject  to  a 
charge  thereon  of  50/.  a  year  for  Mrs.  Phyllis  Elgey,  widow  of  his 
nephew  Henry.  The  testator  left  his  residuary  estate  in  trust  in 
equal  shares  for  his  son  Henry  and  his  daughters  Elizabeth  Ann 
Knight  and  Mary  Ellen  Crompton.  The  late  Mr.  Elgey's  estate 
has  been  valued  at  5,909/.  10s.  gross,  including  personalty  of  the 
net  value  of  3,228/.  13s.  5(7.  ,  - 

Pickles.— The  late  Mr.  Charles  Henry  Pickles,  of"the  firm  of 
Messrs.  Pickles,  Smithson  &  Pickles,  drysalters,  Dewsbury  and 
Ravensthorpe,  left  personal  estate  to  the  value  of  55,412/.  7s.  2d., 
the  gross  value  being  put  at  57,966/.  12s.  8<?. 

Richardson. — Mr.  Jas.  Richardson,  manufacturing  chemist,  of 
Nether  Mills,  East  Street,  Leeds,  and  of  Harrogate,  who  died  on 
September  21  last,  has  left  an  estate  valued  at  9,614/.  15s.  5(7.  in 
the  gross,  and  5,596/.  18s.  neb  personalty.  Mr.  Richardson  had 
been  for  some  .thirty  years  at  the  Nether  Mills,  and  was  pre- 
viously at  Waterloo  Mill,  Hunslet. 


A  New  Customs-tariff  came  into  force  in  Honduras  on 
August  1  last.  It  may  be  consulted  at  the  Intelligence 
Branch  of  the  Commercial  Department  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  50  Parliament -Street,  S.W.,  between  the  hours  of 
10  a  m.  and  5  pm. 
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Observations  ano  "Reflections. 

By  XBAY3EB. 


The  Pharmacy  Bill  is  the  topic  of  the  moment,  and  will 
be,  I  hope,  the  subject  of  much  pharmaceutical  consideration 
this  winter.  I,  for  one,  tender  my  vote  heartily  in  its 
favour.  It  is  a  reasonable  Bill,  a  strong  Bill ;  it  keeps  on 
the  lines  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  and  it  will  command  the 
cordial  opposition  of  all  company-pharmacists  other  than 
those  who  can  fulfil  its  conditions.  A  Bill  that  would  not 
excite  such  opposition  would  certainly  not  be  worth  fighting 
for.  But  if  qualified  chemists  and  druggists  throughout 
Great  Britain  will  rally  to  the  support  of  this  measure  with 
earnestness  and  enthusiasm,  they  will  at  all  events  be  able 
to  frighten  their  foes,  and,  not  improbably,  to  cripple  them. 

*  *  ♦  * 

Enthusiastic  Support  of  the  project  can  hardly  be 
expected,  however,  while  its  authors  show  such  severe 
judicial  coolness  in  regard  to  it.  The  "  cleavage  in  the 
Council"  which  we  heard  about  recently  has  evidently  lefo 
its  scars,  but  it  is  distinctly  discouraging'  if  we  are  to  be  led 
into  battle  by  wounded  or  half-hearted  generals.  The  tone 
of  the  speeches  at  the  Council-meeting  when  the  Bill  was 
introduced  was  a  little  too  apologetic.  We  want  to  enter  on 
this  campaign  with  a  smarting  sense  of  our  own  wrongs  and 
a  resolve  to  have  them  set  right,  not  as  if  wTe  were  on  an 
expedition  to  rob  somebody  else's  orchard.  We  ought  to 
offer  Parliament  the  alternative  of  repealing  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  which  it  will  not  consent  to  do,  or  of  insisting  that  its 
principles  shall  be  respected  by  companies  and  by  indivi- 
duals alike.  There  is  unquestionably  a  gross  anomaly  to  be 
remedied.  The  Lord  Chancellor  and  the  late  Lord  Herschell 
recognised  its  existence,  and  no  doubt  many  other  eminent 
lawyers  would  adopt  the  same  view.  Now  we  say  to  these 
lawyers  and  to  legislators  generally,  "  You  admit  the  ano- 
maly ;  here  is  our  proposal  for  its  removal.  What  have  you 
got  to  say  to  it  1  "  The  lawyers  would  naturally  ask  the  com- 
panies for  their  observations,  and  they  could  only  reply  that 
the  scheme  of  a  qualified  directorate  would  be  very  incon- 
venient for  many  of  them — impossible  for  some.  Thus  it 
seems  to  me  a  straight  issue  between  us  would  be  raised. 

*  *  *  * 

Clause  2  op  the  Bill  seems  to  be  superfluous  if 
Clause  4  is  insisted  upon.  It  surely  cannot  be  intended  to 
deprive  firms  such  as  Keynolds  &  Branson,  Symes,  Southall, 
Allen  &  Hanburys,  and  the  like,  of  the  right  to  describe 
themselves  as  chemists  and  druggists.  Ibis  would  never  be 
conceded  if  the  firms  themselves  were  to  oppose  the  proposal. 
Nor  is  it  certain  that  the  method  of  meeting  the  difficulty 
suggested  in  the  G.  §  I),  last  week  would  be  a  legal  one. 
To  take  the  first  illustration  given,  I  should  think  if  Symes 
&  Co.  (Limited)  were  to  add  to  their  formal  description  the 
words  "Managing  director,  Charles  Symes,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,"  the  company  (not  the  individual)  would  thus 
"  take,  use,  or  exhibit "  the  title,  and  become  subject  to  the 
fine.  Several  cases  in  support  of  this  view  might  be  quoted 
from  "  Pharmacy  and  Poison  Laws,"  pages  96  and  97. 

The  London  Chamber  of  Commerce  is  an  association 
with  a  sonorous  title,  which  is  run  by  an  astute  gentleman 
who  manages  to  keep  it  in  evidence  among  likely  sub- 
scribers. Its  "  Sections"  are,  of  course,  at  liberty  to  discuss 
and  vote  on  any  topic  under  the  sun,  just  as  any  other 
debating-society  may  do  ;  but  the  importance  of  its  decisions 
depends  simply  on  the  degree  of  competence  of  the  voters, 
and  should  not  be  accorded  an  atom  of  increased  weight 
because  they  are  recorded  in  a  room  ticketed  "London 


Chamber  of  Commerce  "  outside.  That  sixteen  persons  in 
the  City  of  London  do  not  see  the  necessity  for  the 
poisons  restrictions  provided  in  the  Pharmacy  Act  is  not  at 
all  surprising.  But  before  these  sixteen  persons  should  be 
entitled  to  parade  their  opinions  as  if  they  were  representa- 
tives of  the  commercial  community  of  the  greatest  city  in 
the  world,  it  would  be  desirable  to  know  whether  they  have 
any  delegated  functions,  and  whether  they  have  even  read 
the  Act  which  they  so  recklessly  propose,  practically,  to 
repeal.  The  legislation  suggested  would  be  as  wicked  a 
piece  of  work  as  aay  Parliament  could  undertake,  and  I 
do  not  believe  there  is  the  slightest  chance  of  its  being 
adopted.  The  theory  that  the  Pharmacy  Act  infringes  the 
principles  of  free  trade  and  provides  a  class-monopoly  is  a 
misrepresentation.  There  is  no  monopoly  about  it.  Every- 
body in  Mincing  Lane,  Mr.  Alexander  Cross,  M.P.,  and  all 
the  members  of  the  Grocers'  Federation  may  sell  poisons  if 
they  will  only  qualify  themselves  to  do  so  in  the  manner 
prescribed.  This  condition  no  more  makes  a  monopoly  than 
do  the  conditions  of  service  in  the  army,  or  any  other 
provisions  which  the  nation  sees  fit  to  make  for  its  own 

safety  and  welfare. 

*  *  *  * 

The  General  Medical  Council  have  acted  boldly  and 
justly  in  the  case  of  the  Scotch  doctor  who  permitted  the 
Pharmacy  Act  to  be  infringed  in  his  shop  ;  and  they  will 
have  to  come  to  a  similar  decision  some  day  in  respect  to 
the  employment  of  unqualified  dispensers  in  private  sur- 
geries. There  is  practically  no  difference  so  far  as  the 
safety  of  the  public  is  concerned.  But  it  is  gratifying  to 
see  that  the  Council  are  advancing.  This  time  last  year 
they  agreed  to  a  report  which  seemed  to  show  that  they  had 
not  the  courage  to  interfere  with  the  time-honoured  dis- 
pensing practices  of  general  practitioners.  They  admitted 
that  the  employment  of  unqualified  dispensers  might  some- 
times result  in  accidents  ;  but  they  believed  such  conse- 
quences were  rare,  and  they  said  they  could  not  draw  the 
line  at  the  quantity  of  dispensing  which  might  be  allowed 
to  be  done  by  unqualified  persons.  They  also  sheltered 
themselves  to  some  extent  under  the  plea  that  employment 
of  unqualified  assistants  was  not  illegal— a  plea  which 
applies  just  as  strongly  to  the  Scotch  doctor;  but  their 
principal  argument  for  inaction  was  that  "  probably  the  best 
protection  against  dispensing-accidents  is  afforded  to  the 
public  by  the  responsibility  of  the  practitioner  for  the  acts 
or  defaults  of  the  servants  he  employs."  It  is  rather 
astonishing  that  Dr.  Thomson's  counsel  did  not  quote  this 

final  pronouncement  on  his  client's  behalf. 

*  *  #  * 

The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  for  1901  is  too 
vast  a  production  to  be  absorbed  at  a  single  sitting,  and 
that  is  all  I  have  been  able  to  give  to  it  so  far.  But  I  notice 
in  it  many  slight  improvements  which  tend  to  the  increased 
usefulness  of  the  work  as  an  almost  universal  reference  for 
chemists,  and  I  have  read  from  beginning  to  end  the 
exceedingly  valuable  compilation  of  cases  under  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts  which  it  contains.  This  cannot  fail  to 
help  many  a  pharmacist  in  distress.  "  I  know  I  have  seen  or 
heard  of  a  similar  case  somewhere,"  is  what  naturally  occurs 
to  the  mind  of  every  chemist  when  he  is  summoned  in 
respect  to  the  alleged  impurity  of  some  drug.  But  he  does 
not  know  within  five  years  or  so  when  the  case  occurred, 
and  he  has,  quite  likely,  an  inaccurate  remembrance  of  its 
|  points — if,  indeed,  it  had  any  which  would  serve  him  at  the 
moment.  The  value  of  a  concise  summary  of  every  drug- 
case  of  importance  on  record,  with  a  reference  to  a  fuller 
report,  which  is  what  he  can  now  keep  at  his  elbow,  must 
be  obvious. '  It  certainly  will  be  apparent  enough  when  the 
necessity  arises. 
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and  may  therefore  be  retailed  free  of 
all  restriction?. 


THE  ,r  SANITAS "  CO.,  II,  Bethnal  Green,  LONDON, 

Manufacturers  of  all  kinds  of 
DISINFECTANTS  and  SANITARY  APPLIANCES. 


FARRINGDON  ROAD, 


No.  1  Finest  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

21  /  cwt. 

Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 

No.  2  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

20 /dt. 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

Best  Cleaned 
LINSEED  (TEA) 

21/  cwt. 

No.  2  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Colour) 

1  5/  cwt. 

Finest  Levigated 
"WHITE    EARTH  " 
(Toilet  purposes). 

Finest 
TART  ACID 

Lowst.Cur. 
Prices 

Finest  Pure 
TOILET  OATMEAL.  SPECIAL 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

TlOu*:! 

1  Finest 

I  ARROWROOT 

19 /cf, 


25/  cwt. ! 


21/  cwt. 

1  8/ cwt.| 


32/ 

cwt.l 


lb. 


CARRIAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  within  200  mileB  of  London  j 
for  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight  of  112  lbs.  1 
and  upwards  of  above  articles.  Smaller  parcels  delivered  free  on  raili 
London  at  above  prices. 


JEWSBURY  &  BROWN'S 


BY  ROYAL 
WARRANT  OF 


APPOINTMENT 


TO  HER 

MAJESTY 
THE  QUEEN. 


TABLE  WATERS 


ARDWICK  GREEN,  MANCHESTER. 


WILCOX,  JOZEAU  ft  CO. 

49  Haymapket,  LONDON,  S.W. 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF    PHARMACEUTCAL  SPECIAL!T|£8. 


FREHIMERMAH 
proprot  MEDICINES 


Oan  be  obtained  from  all  Chemists, 
Grocers,  &c,  in  2-oz.  Tins,  7d., 
and  in  4-oz.  tins  Is. 


Oan  be 
obtained   from  all 
Chemists,  Grocers,  &c,  in  2-oz.  Tins, 
7d„  and  in  4-oz.  tins,  Is. 
SOLD  WHOLESALE  BY 

GEO  NELSON,  DALE  ft  CO.,  Ld. 

14  DOWCATE  HILL,  L0NU0N,  E.C, 

3s.  6d.  NET.    POST  FREE,  3s.  9d. 

THE  CHEMIST'S  COMPENDIUM, 

An  invaluable  Pocket  Book  of  Reference  for  Pharmacists.  A  complete 
Synopsis  of  the  New  British  Pharmacopoeia  (1898).  By  O.  J.  S.  Thompson. 
Second  Edition,  Bevised.  [2] 

WHITTAKER  &  CO.,  Paternoster  Square,  LONDON,  E.C. 


ORDERS   PROMPTLY  EXECUTED. 


LOWEST  PRICES. 


Apprentices  and  Assistants. 

We  have  recently  had  the  opportunity  of  getting  some  infor- 
mation from  different  parts  of  Scotland  regarding  the 
apprentice  difficulty.  There  is  no  question  that  chemists 
and  druggists  in  the  principal  towns  have,  during  the  present 
year  especially,  had  little  or  no  response  to  their  advertise- 
ments of  vacancies.  This  is  solely  attributed  to  the  increased 
stringency  of  the  pharmaceutical  examinations,  and  the 
extended  scope  of  the  Preliminary  examination  has  been 
construed  by  Scotch  youths  to  mean  that  it  is  as  easy  to 
get  into  the  medical  profession  as  it  is  to  enter  upon  the 
practice  of  pharmacy,  so  that  at  the  end  of  the  last  school 
year  (August)  there  was  an  immense  falling-off  in  appli- 
cants for  vacancies.  We  have  reports  to  this  effect  from 
Aberdeen,  Dundee,  Fifeshire,  Edinburgh,  and  Glasgow7.  It 
is  impossible  to  check  the  statements,  but  our  informants 
are  men  not  given  to  exaggeration.  There  is  a  certain 
significance  about  the  (matter,  because  Scotland  trains  pro- 
portionately more  apprentices  than  do  England  and  Wales. 
Taking  the  number  of  chemists  and  druggists  on  the  register 
at  16,000  (in  round  numbers),  it  is  fair  to  estimate  the 
number  in  Scotland  at  2,000,  or  an  eighth,  as  that  is  rela- 
tive to  the  population  of  the  countries.  When  we  look  atthe 
Preliminary  examination  figures,  we  find  that  Scotland 
passes  one  apprentice  for  every  three  passed  in  England  and 
Wales.    For  the  past  four  years  the  figures  are : — 


England  and  Wales 
Scotland... 


Total 


luiai      ...        ...  13 

These  figuresfgive  the  year 


1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

609 

564 

670 

874 

189 

179 

199 

288 

798 

743 

869 

1,162 
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tices  as  one  to  every  twenty  chemists  and  druggists  in 
England  and  Wales,  and  one  to  every  ten  in  Scotland.  The 
latter  country  has  long  been  supposed  to  train  apprentices 
beyond  her  needs,  as  many  of  them,  after  qualification, 
"  leave  their  country  for  their  country's  good";  so  that  it 
cannot  be  altogether  bad  for  Scotch  pharmacy  if  an  approxi- 
mation to  the  English  apprenticeship  proportion  takes 
place.  Those  who  pass  the  Preliminary  examination  yearly 
are  about  t*o  hundred  in  excess  of  the  Minor  pass  numbrr, 
and  as  there  is  a  residuum  who  never  pass  at  all,  we  may 
say  that  200  enter  the  trade  every  year  beyond  the 
requirements,  and  a  reduction  will  be  for  the  benefit  of  those 
that  remain.  We  commend  this  philosophic  way  of  looking 
at  the  matter  to  our  Scotch  confr&res.  They  may  also  derive 
some  pleasure  from  the  fact  that  the  fairer  sex  is  invading 
Scotch  pharmacy.  In  1897  eight  girls  passed  the  Prelimi- 
nary examination  in  Scotland,  seven  in  1898,  eight  in  1899, 
and  fifteen  this  year ;  but,  so  far,  England  and  Wales  still 
have  first  place  in  this  department. 

A  pharmaceutical  councillor  astonished  us  the  other  day 
by  saying  that  the  demand  for  qualified  assistants  is  on  the 
decline,  and  he  quoted  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
Supplement  as  evidence.  This  does  not  agree  with  the 
not  uncommon  complaint  that  qualified  assistants  are  diffi- 
cult to  get.  Statistics  generally  yield  interesting  reflections, 
and  we  have  therefore  collated  the  figures  from  our 
Supplement,  adding  to  them  those  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Journal,  with  the  result  that  we  find  the  weekly  averages 
for  November  of  the  past  four  years  to  be — 

1S00      1899      1898  1897 

Situations  open   89         123         105  84 

Situations  wanted       ...    154         113        1C6  120 

These  figures  prove  the  councillor's  assertion.  How  the 
falling  off  comes  about  we  cannot  fay  ;  perhaps  it  is  due  to 
the  war,  bad  trade,  and  cutting  down  of  expenses.  Certainly 
in  March  of  this  year  there  was  a  different  story,  as  the 
weekly  average  of  situations  open  was  150,  compared  with 
133  in  March,  1898,  and  situations  wanted  93,  in  contrast 
with  100  in  March,  1898.  All  these  are  not  situations  for 
qualified  assistants,  but  the  gross  figures  suffice  to  show  the 
present  trend  of  affairs. 


The  Cannabis  Indica  Duty. 

Some  time  ago  it  was  announced  that  the  Bombay 
authorities  had  placed  an  export-duty  on  Indian  hemp,  and 
in  consequence  the  price  of  the  drug  has  gone  up  consider- 
ably, yet  not  to  the  figure  of  the  export-duty.  The  India 
Office  informed  us  at  the  time  the  report  was  first  circulated 
that  they  had  heard  of  no  new  duty  being  imposed  upon  the 
drug,  and  there  has  been  considerable  doubt  in  commercial 
circles  about  the  matter.  In  consequence,  we  asked  our 
Bombay  correspondent  to  get  at  the  bottom  of  it,  and  he 
has  obtained  the  following  copy  of  the  official  order  :  — 

Revenue  Depabtment. 

Bombay  Castle,  March  6,  1900. 
No.  149?. — Government  Notification  No.  1118,  dated  Febru- 
ary 17,  1900,  is  cancelled. 


No.  1493.— Under  Section  27  of  the  Bombay  Abkari  Act,  1878, 
the  Governor  in  Council  is  pleased  to  modify  the  orders  made  for 
the  whole  of  the  Presidency  of  Bombay  (excepting  Sind)  under 
the  said  section  by  Notification  No.  4421,  dated  August  23,  1880, 
published  at  pages  716  to  722  of  Part  I.  of  the  Bombay  Govern- 
ment Gazette  of  26th  idem,  as  amended  by  Government  Notifi- 
cation No.  4569  (page  740  ibid.),  by  directing  as  follows — namely, 
in  paragraph  (3)  of  the  said  orders,  for  the  words  therein,  "  when  a 
permit  is  granted  for  the  import  or  export,"  there  shall  be  substi- 
tuted the  following,  namely  : — 


"When  a  permit  is  granted  for  the  export  by  sea  to  any  foreign 
country  of  any  intoxicating  drug  produced  in  the  Bombay 
Presidency,  duty  shall  be  levied  on  the  intoxicating  drug  per- 
mitted to  be  so  exported,  at  the  rate  of  3r.  per  seer  of  80  tolas, 
and  when  a  permit  13  granted  for  the  import  or  for  the  export 
otherwise  than  export  by  sea  to  a  foreign  country." 

By  order  of  His  Excellency  the  Right 

Honourable  the  Governor  in  Counc  il, 

J.  W.  P.  Muih-Mackenzie, 

Secretary  to  Government. 

The  new  order  is,  we  learn,  the  outcome  of  the  discovery  of 
a  departmental  error  at  Bombay.  Early  in  February  of  this 
year  it  was  noticed  by  the  Bengal  Government  (probably 
accidentally)  that  whereas  0:1  all  shipments  from  Bengal  an 
export-duty  of  3c.  per  seer  (2  lbs.)  was  levied,  the  port  of 
Bombay  was  only  charging  the  nominal  sum  of  81.  per 
Bengal  maund  (40  seers),  with  the  very  natural  result  that 
Bombay  exported  all  the  cannabis  indica  to  the  detriment 
of  Bengal.  These  facts  were  at  once  laid  before  the  Bombay 
Government,  and  no  time  was  lost  in  equalising  the  duty. 
The  consequence  was  that  immediately  before  the  tax  took 
effect  the  exports  were  the  heaviest  ever  recorded.  Now 
they  have  entirely  stopped,  the  duty  being  quite  prohibitive, 
as  its  costs  120r.  to  export  80  lbs.  The  duty  is  imposed 
upon  ganja  (the  guaza  of  the  London  market),  as  well  as 
upon  charas,  the  resinous  exudation  of  cannabis  indica, 
employed  in  India,  Egypt,  and  elsewhere  for  smoking. 

In  view  of  these  facts  it  may  be  appropriate  to  glance  over 
the  movements  on  the  London  market  for  cannabis  indica. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  drug  was  exceptionally 
low  in  price,  good  green  tops  being  obtainable  in  Mincing 
Lane  at  from  6(2.  to  Id.  per  lb.,  and  siftings  at  5d.  Early  in 
March,  however  (before  any  rumour  about  the  duty),  there 
was  a  drop,  tops  of  good  quality  selling  in  public  auction  at 
4.W.,  and  siftings  at  3d.  In  the  same  month,  at  a  subsequent 
auction,  a  parcel  of  250  odd  bales  was  mysteriou>ly  with- 
drawn from  the  sale,  the  broker  intimating  that  there  was 
"  something  up  in  this  article."  At  that  period  it  was 
persistently  stated  that  an  export-duty  had  been  placed 
on  the  drug,  which  led  to  a  good  business  being  done 
privately  at  still  low  figures — from  5d.  to  6d. — and 
by  the  end  of  the  month  8fd  had  been  paid.  Why 
values  did  not  advance  in  proportion  to  the  export- 
duty  was  because  holders  were  willing  to  accept  a  small 
profit,  and  stocks  were  large.  Added  to  this,  heavy  con- 
signments were  on  the  way,  as  every  endeavour  had  been 
made  to  ship  all  the  supply  available  at  Bombay  before  the 
duty  took  effect — -e.g.,  one  vessel  brought  451  packages — so 
that  in  May  there  was  a  London  stock  of  from  1,500  to  1,700 
bales,  the  bulk  of  which  had  been  purchased  at  between  Qd. 
and  5d.  per  lb.  Meanwhile  the  importers  were  holding  out 
for  Is.  6d.,  which  figure  prohibited  business.  Consequently 
the  drug  hung  fire,  no  bids  being  obtainable  for  parcels 
offered  in  sale,  although  the"  importers'  instructions  were  to 
realise.  This  led  to  a  reduction  of  quotations  in  June,  when 
tops  could  be  had  at  Is.  2d.  and  siftings  at  lOd  ,  sales  being 
occasionally  made  at  these  prices  from  that  time  onwards 
until  about  a  fortnight  ago,  when  there  was  a  revival  of 
orders  from  the  United  States  market,  which  resulted  in  an 
advance  of  3d.  for  tops  and  3d.  for  siftings,  some  twenty  bales 
changing  hands ;  and  since  then  Is  3d.  has  been  paid  for 
tops,  Is.  lOd.  now  being  the  quotation.  This  advance  would 
have  been  established  several  months  ago,  had  not  America 
held  aloof  from  the  market  owing  to  a  fair  stock.  We 
intimated  in  our  issue  of  September  15  that  that  stock  was 
running  out,  and  purchases  would  soon  have  to  be  made  on 
this  market.  This  has  now  come  about,  and  future  business 
on  the  basis  of,  say,  6d.  per  lb.,  plus  the  export-duty,  is  now 
inevitable.  Probably  the  duty  will  be  an  incentive  to 
Ceylon  and  Java  planters  to  commence  cultivation. 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST  December  15,  1900 


958 

East  Indian  Trade. 

Considering  the  large  proportion  of  crude  drugs  that  come 
to  us  from  India,  it  is  disappointing  to  find  so  little  con- 
cerning them  in  the  latest  report  on  the  trade  of  that  Empire 
for  1899-1900,  which  has  recently  been  issued  as  a  Govern- 
ment Blue-book.  The  report,  which  emanates  from  Calcutta 
and  is  compiled  by  Mr.  J.  E,  O'Conor,  is  altogether  in- 
adequate to  be  of  practical  value  to  the  merchants  interested 
in  the  different  kinds  of  produce.  In  fact,  the  report  bears 
the  characteristic  common  to  Blue-books — it  seems  written 
to  give  politicians  and  Government  officials  sum  totals. 
Surely  the  people  who  write  these  reports  or  supply  the 
material  for  them  can  produce  some  information  that  would 
be  of  benefit  to  the  people  who  pay  for  the  products  dealt 
with. 

The  report  covers  the  year  from  April  1,  1899,  to  March  31, 
1900,  and  comparing  it  with  the  five  preceding  years  the 
general  result  is  satisfactory,  the  imports  being  valued  at 
916,000,000r.  (about  61,000,000/.),  against  882,000,000r. 
(about  58,000,000?.)  in  1898-99.  The  exports,  however,  show 
a  decline  from  1,201, 000,000r.  (about  80,000. 000?.)  in 
1898-99  to  l,169,000,000r.  (about  79,000,000?.).  Much  of  the 
increase  is  reported  to  be  due  to  the  fact  that  trade  and 
industry  in  the  United  Kingdom,  in  Europe  generally,  and 
in  the  United  States  were  in  a  very  flourishing  condition 
during  the  year,  with  a  general  advance  in  prices,  following 
on  equally  prosperous  conditions  during  1898.  Partly  also 
it  is  ascribed  to  the  easy  condition  of  the  money  market  in 
the  first  half  of  the  year,  and  the  steadiness  of  exchange 
throughout.  The  import  trade  largely  exceeded  that  of  any 
preceding  year,  with  the  exception  of  1893-94,  when  the  ex- 
ceptional conditions  which  affected  exchange  on  the  closure 
of  the  mints  gave  a  special  stimulus  to  business. 

The  value  of  the  trade  in  "  chemicals,  drugs,  medicines, 
narcotics,  and  dyeing  and  tanning  materials"  was 
123,000,000r.  (8,150,000?.),  against  113,000,000r.  (7,500,000?.) 
in  1898-99.  This  class  is  by  far  too  mixed,  and  it  could  be 
subdivided  with  advantage.  It  is  a  remarkable  paragraph, 
however,  and  worthy  of  the  best  traditions  of  bureaucracy. 
From  it  we  learn  that  "the  trade  in  chemicals  and  in  drugs 
was  better  than  in  1898-99,  the  improvement  under  the  head 
of  '  drugs '  being  due  to  an  expansion  in  the  imports  of 
manufactured  tobacco,  especially  in  the  form  of  cigarettes." 
The  remainder  of  the  paragraph  under  this  heading  deals  with 
tobacco,  winding  up  with  the  statement  that  "  the  consider- 
able imports  of  aniline  and  alizarine  dyes  in  1898-99  were 
followed  last  year  by  a  slight  set-back."  Evidently  the  head- 
ing is  a  convenient  dustbin  in  which  to  shoot  articles  not 
included  in  other  classes.  "Oils"  are  next  dealt  with,  Mr. 
O'Conor's  remarks  being  confined  to  American,  Russian,  and 
Sumatran  petroleum.  The  gist  of  the  paragraph  is  that 
Russian  oil,  under  the  stress  of  competition,  is  rapidly  dis- 
placing American  oil,  the  24,000,000  gals,  of  the  latter 
imported  in  1897-98  being  reduced  to  21,000.000  in  1898-99, 
and  last  year  there  was  a  further  fall  to  12,750,000  gals. 
Russian  oil,  on  the  other  hand,  increased  from  50  6  million 
gals,  to  50  8  millions,  and  last  year  to  57'6  million  gals. 

The  exports  of  foreign  merchandise  from  India — i.e.,  the 
re-export  trade — have  steadily  fallen  away  during  the  last 
six  years.  In  1899-1900  they  were  valued  at  33,000,000r. 
(2,210,000?.),  against  34,000,000r.  (2,260,000?.)  in  1898-99. 
The  explanation  is  chiefly  found  in  the  fact  that  during 
recent  years  direct  communication  has  been  developed  be- 
tween Europe  and  the  East  African  and  Persian  littoral, 
whereas  in  former  years  Bombay  and  Karachi  were  the 
emporia  for  this  trade.    As  regards  the  exports  of  Indian 


merchandise,  there  was  also  a  decline,  which  was  principally 
due  to  the  failure  of  crops.  Strange  as  it  may  appear,  not  a 
word  is  said  about  cinchona,  gums  of  any  description,  or 
spices  ;  they  are  evidently  included  under  that  vague  heading 
"  Chemicals,  drugs,  &c."  Opium  showed  an  increase,  the 
exports  being  valued  at  82,000,OOOr.,  against  71,000,000r. 
in  1898-99.  Malwa  opium  did  not  share  in  the  increase, 
that  description  having  fallen  off  by  more  than  a  thousand 
chests,  for  which  full  compensation  was  found  in  the  quan- 
tity exported  from  Calcutta.  The  poverty  of  the  Chinese 
crop,  and  the  equally  bad  harvest  in  Malwa,  sent  up  the  price 
to  a  point  far  above  the  level  of  the  comparatively  low  prices 
of  1897-98  and  1898-99.  The  exports  of  indigo  show  a 
decline  from  30,000,000r.  to  27,000,000r.  in  1899-1900.  The 
competition  of  the  artificial  product  is  now  beginning  to 
make  itself  felt,  as  there  was  quite  a  marked  decline  in  the 
exports  to  Austria-Hungary,  Germany,  Holland,  and  the 
United  States,  which  formerly  were  considerable  buyers  of 
Indian  indigo.  The  exports  to  France,  however,  have  not 
fallen  off,  and  the  demand  from  Japan  has  largely  increased- 
The  trade  in  "oils  "has  flourished  remarkably,  the  exports 
of  cocoanut  oil  having  more  than  doubled  in  two  years,  as 
have  also  the  exports  of  Burmese  petroleum.  Paraffin  was 
refined  from  oil  in  Rangoon  is  also  now  exported.  The 
effects  of  drought  considerably  restricted  the  export  of 
"  seeds,"  linseed  being  below  the  level  of  ordinarily  good 
years  ;  castor-seed  showed  a  decline  from  1,210,000  cwt.  to 
883,000  cwt.  The  trade  in  shellac  was  much  larger  than  it 
had  been  for  many  years,  but  with  an  augmented  quantity 
there  was  a  sharp  decline  in  values. 


The  Pharmacy  Bill. 

We  have  prepared  reprints  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council's 
draft  Pharmacy  Bill  in  large  type  on  a  single  sheet,  and 
would  be  glad  to  supply  copies  to  Secretaries  of  Associations, 
so  that  the  actual  wording  of  the  Bill  may  be  before  the 
members  when  discussing  it.  Any  subscribers  who  have 
during  recent  months  interviewed  or  corresponded  with 
members  of  Parliament  in  regard  to  the  measure  may  also 
desire  copies  to  send  to  the  members  with  appropriate 
letters,  and  we  shall  be  glad  to  forward  them  on  receipt  of 
a  request.  This  offer  applies  to  all  interested.  It  will  be 
noticed  that  the  Bill  is  being  discussed  throughout  the 
country  and  in  our  "Correspondence  "  columns.  It  is  un- 
necessary for  us  to  comment  further  upon  it  at  the  present 
stage  ;  no  doubt  there  are  small  details  in  the  draft  which 
will  require  alteration  before  it  is  submitted  to  the  authorities 
for  introduction  into  Parliament.  We  observe,  for  example, 
that  "Xrayser"  thinks  that  the  title  clause  must  go  if  the 
directorate  clause  is  to  be  carried.  That  may  be  so  ;  but  the 
principles  of  the  Bill,  as  formulated  by  the  Council,  are, 
broadly  speaking,  such  as  ought  to  be  submitted  to  Parlia- 
ment for  consideration,  and  it  would  be  far  more  profitable 
to  chemists  in  the  long  run  to  reserve  their  action  and 
influence  for  exercise  in  the  parliamentary  arena.  It  is 
only  by  concerted  action  that  even  a  partial  measure  of 
success  can  be  secured,  certainly  nibbling  at  the  draft,  as 
some  are  inclined  to  do,  is  not  calculated  to  further  its 
progress  through  Parliament.  One  gentleman  who  may  be 
relied  upon  to  oppose  the  Bill  writes  to  us  that  he  "  will 
have  something  to  say  on  every  point  raised  in  the  proposed 
Bill  later,"  and  remarks,  "  As  our  Yankee  friends  somewhat 
vulgarly  say  '  they  have  bitten  off  more  than  they  can 
chew.'"  That  graphically  expresses  what  no  doubt  many 
think,  and  is  a  piece  of  good  advice  to  those  who  imagine 
that  there  is  too  little  in  the  Bill. 
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SMALL  SHOPKEEPERS  AND  WEAK  DRUGS. 

As  an  example  of  misplaced  sympathy  we  commend  the 
adulteration  case  at  Ilkeston,  where  a  grocer  who  sold  weak 
sal  volatile  succeeded  in  getting  the  summons  dismissed, 
because,  said  the  Mayor,  it  is  convenient  to  the  public  for 
small  shopkeepers  to  keep  such  drugs  for  the  benefit  of 
their  customers.  It  appears  not  to  have  occurred  to  this 
Solon  that  weak  drugs  are  no  benefit  to  anybody;  but  the 
other  Magistrates  partly  relented  their  decision  and  granted 
a  case  for  a  higher  Court.  We  hope  the  decision  will  be 
reversed.  The  mayoral  opinion  amounts  to  an  abrogation 
of  the  law  so  far  as  "small  shopkeepers"  are  concerned, 
and  that,  apart  from  pharmaceutical  interests,  is  a  public 
danger  and  no  benefit. 

RIGHTING   7  HE  REGISTERS. 

Mr.  Bremridge's  threatened  intention  to  discontinue  the 
annual  or  biennial  publication  of  lists  of  names  which,  in 
pursuance  of  statutory  powers,  he  is  about  to  delete  from 
the  register  of  chemists  and  druggists  contrasts  curiously 
with  a  report  published  coincidently  in  the  medical  journals 
from  the  Registrar  appointed  under  the  Medical  Acts.  This 
report  was  made  in  consequence  of  some  criticisms  of  the 
medical  register  published  in  the  Lxncd,  and  the  Registrar 
replies  to  the  criticisms  in  detail.  Mr.  Allen  (the  Registrar) 
makes  it  at  all  events  clear  that  he  is  anxious  to  keep  his 
register  as  accurate  as  possible.  "  We  make  every  use  we 
can  of  obituary  lists,"  he  says,  "carefully  looking  through 
them  and  sending  letters  of  inquiry  ....  but  we  must  have 
either  a  returned  letter  or  a  death -certificate  before  erasing 
a  name."  He,  in  fact,  looks  at  the  matter  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  framers  of  the  Act,  not  from  that  of  the  indi- 
viduals registered. 

BUTTER-TROUBLE. 

The  question  of  butter-adulteration  has  recently  been 
rather  prominently  before  metropolitan  magistrates.  Local 
analysts  have  discovered  an  admixture  of  foreign  fats  which 
changed  the  butter  into  margarine,  and  the  vendors  thereof 
— in  two  instances  at  North  London  this  week— have  pro- 
duced certificates  to  show  that  the  article  was  genuine 
butter.  Mr.  Robinson,  solicitor,  who  appeared  for  one  of 
the  wholesale  dealers,  said  that  it  would  be  interesting  to 
know  on  what  basis  the  analysts  went.  He  understood  it 
was  a  question  as  to  the  presence  of  a  volatile  acid.  Where 
a  local  analyst  detected  foreign  fat,  other  analysts  said  it 
was  genuine  ;  and  in  one  case  a  firm  of  wholesale  dealers 
had  sent  a  representative  who  saw  the  cows  milked,  and  the 
milk  made  into  butter.  A  sample  of  this  was  sent  to  an 
analyst,  who  certified  11  per  cent,  of  foreign  fat ! 

ARSENIC   IN   BEER    AND  GLUCOSE. 

The  newspaper-repor:s  on  this  question  show  no  sign  of 
contraction.  Undoubttdly  the  trouble  is  traceable  to  the 
use  of  arsenical  vitriol  in  the  preparation  of  invert  sugar, 
consequently  the  evil  extends  to  other  things  than  beer.  All 
local  authorities  have  been  urged  to  keep  a  sharp  look-out 
upon  the  various  food-products  affected,  and  one  result  of 
the  excitement  will  probably  be  the  passage  of  Sir  Cuthbert 
Quilter's  Pure-beer  Bill  next  Session. 

DOCTORS'  SHOPS. 

There  is  talk  in  Glasgow  medical  circles  of  doing  some- 
thing to  oppose  the  decision  of  the  General  Medical  Council 
in  Dr.  Thomson's  case  reported  last  week,  and  the  local 
papers  have  been  flooded  with  correspondence  regarding 
doctors'  rights  to  keep  open  shop,  as  well  as  the  whole  sub- 
ject of  poison-selling.  So  far  there  is  little  indication  of 
anything  definite,  and  we  may  recall  the  fact  that  all  that 
the  General  Medical  Council  has  done  is  to  condemn  the 
practice  of  selling  poisons  through  the  hands  of  unqualified 
assistants.    The  Council  has  given  Dr.  Thomson  the  oppor- 


tunity of  getting  his  shop  placed  under  adequate  qualified 
supervision,  so  as  to  be  quite  consistent  with  the  Council's 
sense  of  professional  ethics.  If  Glasgow  doctors  are  to  fight 
that  principle,  it  will  be  an  interesting  combat. 

RETURNED  EMPTIES. 

Our  attention  has  been  again  drawn  to  this  vexed  question 
by  a  well-known  firm  of  Northern  chemists.  The  firm  in 
question  bought  a  cask  of  goods,  receiving  a  special  discount 
of  5  per  cent,  for  monthly  payment.  On  the  invoice  with 
the  goods,  however,  the  following  printed  note  appeared  :  — 

Returned  Empties. 

Half-price  allowed  for  empties  returned  within  one  month  from 
date  of  invoice,  duly  advised,  carriage  prepaid,  and  in  good  con- 
dition on  receipt  at  the  factory. 

No  allowance  made  for  empties  until  actually  received. 

The  cask,  in  this  case,  was  charged  7  s,  61 ,  and  3s.  9:1.  was 
allowed  when  it  was  returned.  The  problem  our  corre- 
spondents wish  solved  is,  Where  does  the  discount  on  a  4/. 
order  come  in  1 

EXT.  CASCARJE  SAG.  LIQ. 

We  have  received  an  interesting  correspondence  which 
Messrs.  John  Clark  &  Co.  (Limited),  Belfast,  have  had  with 
the  Baubridge  Board  of  Guardians  in  regard  to  ext.  cascarre 
sag.  liq.  supplied  by  the  firm  to  the  Tandragce  Dispensary, 
and  which  the  analyst  (Mr.  R.  F.  Blake)  reported  to  be  one- 
third  of  the  required  strength.  The  analytical  factors  were 
sp.  gr.,  1'05Z9 ;  alcohol,  18-57  per  cent,  by  volume  ;  and 
20-461  grammes  of  solids  in  100  c.c.  In  a  report  on  a  sample 
supplied  to  the  Coleraine  Board,  Mr.  Blake  said,  in  reporting 
the  total  residue  of  20-045  in  100  c.c,  "  that  a  sample  of  good 
quality  should  give  double  this  quantity."  He  also  stated 
that  he  had  examined  samples  showing  57'88  and  56  76  per 
cent,  of  total  residue.  Mr.  Blake's  experience  is  quite 
peculiar.  Mr.  John  Moss,  who  has  special  knowledge  of 
this  drug  and  its  preparations,  stated  in  the  C.  %  D.,  May  23, 
1893,  page  893,  that  the  liquid  extract  should  have  a  sp.  gr. 
of  1-050,  and  that  25  per  cent,  of  extractive  is  the  average 
yielded  by  the  bark,  some  of  it  being  precipitable  by  alcohol. 
Messrs.  John  Clark  &  Co.  being  indue  course  confronted  with 
Mr.  Blake's  report,  addressed  themselves  to  the  subject. 
They  heard  from  Messrs.  Evans,  Sons  &  Co.  that  their 
"  experience  is  that  the  residue  varies  from  20  to  26  grammes 
in  100  c.c,  the  latter  quantity  being  exceptional."  They 
bought  four  samples,  and  got  the  Belfast  Public  Analyst  to 
report  upon  them.    His  results  were  as  follows  : — 


W.  L.  &  U. 

B.  H.  &  Co. 

H.  S.  &  M. 

Sp.  gr  

1-054 

1-C60 

1-059 

Solid  extract 

(per  cent.) ... 

23 

24 

22 

In  no  case  did  this  analyst  get  more  than  25  per  cent,  of 
solid  residue  from  a  commercial  liquid  extract.  We  think 
there  can  be  no  question  about  Mr.  Blake's  observations 
being  wrong,  if  for  nothing  else  than  the  fact  that  50  per 
cent,  of  extractive  is  sufficient  to  take  an  article  out  of  the 
class  of  fluids.  Perhaps  some  of  our  subscribers  will  favour 
us  with  their  observations  on  the  liquid  extract. 


According  to  the  report  of  the  British  Consul  at  Madeira, 
by  far  the  largfst  quantity  of  chemicals  imported  come  from 
British  houses,  though  of  late  years  the  German  manufacturers 
are  gaining  ground,  their  drugs  being  cheaper.  An  increasing 
trade  is  done  from  year  to  year  in  photographic  chemicals  from 
Germany.  Drugs  for  medicinal  purposes  are  chiefly  obtaine  d 
from  well-known  British  firms ;  but  patent  medicines  of 
French,  German,  and  American  origin  are  also  stocked. 
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ft  be  British  pharmacopoeia. 


Indian  and  Colonial  Addendum. 

The  following  concludes  our  abstract  and  comments  on  the 
Addendum  to  be  published  shortly  :  — 

Ueoocra. 

Acaci.ts  Corticis,  1\  oz.  Boil  with  24  oz.  of  water  for  ten 
minutes,  and  strain  to  produce  a  pint.  Dose  of  all  the  decoctions, 
i  to  2  oz.    (Ind.,  Aust.  Col.,  E.  Col.) 

Agropyri. — 1  oz.  of  couch  grass.  Boil  ten  minutes  in  24  oz.  of 
water,  and  strain  off  a  pint.    (Aust.  Col.,  E.  Col.,  N.  Amer.  Col.) 

Cissampeli,  2£  oz.  Boil  fifteen  minutes,  aud  strain  off  a  pint. 
(Ind.,  E.  Col.) 

Gossypii  Radicis  Corticis,  4  oz.  Boil  in  2  pints  of  water 
till  reduced  to  a  pint,  and  strain  off  a  pint  of  decoction.  (Ind., 
E.  Col.,  N.  Amer.  Col.,  W.  Ind.  Col.) 

Hygropiiil/E,  2  oz.  Boil  with  3  pints  of  water  till  reduced 
to  a  pint,  then  strain  off  a  pint.    (Ind.,  E.  Col.) 

Ispaghul.e. — 120  gr.  of  bruised  ispaghula  boiled  for  ten 
minutes  and  a  pint  strained  off.    (Ind.,  E.  Col.) 

Sappan. — Sappan  in  chips,  1  oz. ;  cinnamon-bark,  bruised, 
70  gr.  Boil  in  24  oz.  of  water  for  ten  minutes,  and  strain  off  a  pint. 
(Ind.,  E.  Col.) 


Emb  elia. — The  fruit  of  Embehu  Jtibcs  and  of  E.  vobitstct . 
Dose  in  powder,  1  to  4  dr.  (Ind.,  E.  Colonies.)  [Used  for 
tapeworm.] 

EmplastrumCalefaciens  Mylabridis.  (Ind.,  Af.  Col.,  E.  Col.) 
[Same  formula  as  emp.  calefaciens,  B.P.,  1898,  with  mylabris  in 
place  of  cantharides.] 

Ejiplastrum  Mylabris.  (Ind.,  Af.  Col.,  E.  Col.)  [The  counter- 
part of  emp.  canthar.] 

Sxtracta. 

There  are  eleven  extracts,  all  liquid. 

Acalyph-e.  -1  in  1,  90-per-cent.  alcohol.  Dose,  5  to  30  m. 
(Ind.  E.  Col.) 

Adhatod/U.— 1  in  1,  60  per-cent.  alcohol.  Dose,  20  to  60  hi. 
(Ind  ,  E.  Col.) 

Agropyri.— 20  oz.  of  couch  grass  digested  thrice  in  5  pints 
boiling  distilled  water,  the  combined  infusions  evaporated  to 
15  oz.,  5  oz.  90-per-cent.  alcohol  added,  and  filtered.  Dose,  1  to 
2  dr.    (Aust.  Col.,  E.  Col.,  N.  Amer.  Col.) 

Bel.e.— 1  in  1,  made  like  the  last.  Dose,  1  to  2  dr.  (fnd. 
E.  Col.) 

Cissampeli.— Exhausted  by  percolation  with  boiling  distilled 
water,  and  extractive  matter  adjusted  so  that  residual  liquid 
contains  one-third  of  its  weight  before  adding  1  part  of  alcohol 
to  each  3  parts.    Dose,  A  to  2  dr.    (Ind.,  E.  Col.) 

Glycyrrhizje  Spirituosum.— 10  oz.  of  ext.  glycyrrh.  is  mixed 
with  enough  water  to  form  a  liquid  ;  5  oz.  of  alcohol  is  then  added, 
and  water  to  produce  a  pint.  Dose,  A  to  1  dr.  (End.,  E.  Col.) 
[Hong-Kong  asked  for  this  preparation.] 

Gossypii  Radicis  Corticis —20  oz.  of  cotton-root  bark,  in 
No.  30  powder,  is  percolated  with  a  mixture  of  glycerin  5  fl.  oz  , 
alcohol  15  oz.  The  final  product  measures  1  pint.  Dose,  i  to  1  dr. 
(Ind.,  E.  Col.,  N.  Am.  Col.,  W.  Ind.  Col.) 

Grindelle.— 20  oz.  of  grindelia,  in  No.  40  powder,  is  perco- 
lated with  90-per-cent.  alcohol  until  exhausted.  The  alcohol  is 
distilled  off,  and  the  residue  dissolved  in  a  mixture  of  sodium 
carbonate  2  oz.  and  water  10  oz.  After  effervescence  ceases 
water  is  added  to  15  oz.,  and  90-per-cent.  alcohol  to  1  pint 
Dose,  10  to  20  in..    (Aust.  Col.,  N.  Am.  Col.) 

KAViB.— 1  in  1.  Percolated  first  with  90-per-cent.  alcohol 
(15  oz.  of  percolate  being  reserved),  then  with  45-per-cent.  alcohol, 
till  exhausted,  the  latter  percolate  being  evaporated  and  dis- 
solved in  the  reserve.    Dose,  30  to  60  in..    (Aust.  Col.) 

PiCRORHiza:.— 1  in  1,  with  60-per-cent.  alcohol  by  percolation, 
the  first  17  oz.  being  reserved  and  the  rest  evaporated.  Dose, 
20  to  60  lti.    (Ind.,  E.  Col.) 

Viburni  Prunifolii. -1  in  1.  Black  haw,  in  No.  60  powder; 
70-pcr-cent.  alcohol,  as  the  last. 


Gossypii  Radicis  Cortex.— Cotton-root  bark).  The  root -bark 
of  Gossyinum  herbaceum.  (Ind.,  E.  Col.,  N.  Amer.  Col.,  W.  Ind. 
Col.)   [Used  as  a  substitute  for  ergot.] 

Grindelia.— The  dried  leaves  and  flowering  tops  of  Grindelia 
squarrosa  and  G.  robusta.  (Aust.  Col.,N.  Amer.  Col.)  [Used  as 
a  remedy  for  bronchitis,  asthma,  whooping-cough,  ague,  hay- 
fever,  and  malarial  diseases.] 

Gummi  Indicum. — A  gummy  exudation  from  the  wood  of 
Anoglissus  lavifolia.  May  be  used  in  place  of  gum  acacia  in  the 
rroportion  of  one  for  two.    (Ind.,  E.  Col.)    [Ghatti  gum.] 

Hirudo |  Australis.—  Hirudo  quinquestriata,  the  five-striped 
or  Australian  leech.   (Aust.  Col.) 


Hygrophxla. — The  dried  herb,  including  the  root,  of  Uygro- 
phila  spinosa.   (Ind.,  E.  Col.)   [Aphrodisiac  and  diuretic] 


Znfusa. 

Alstoni.e,  1  oz. ;  boiling  water,  1  pint.  Time,  half  an  hour. 
Dose,  h  to  1  oz.    (Ind.,  Aust.  Col.,  E.  Col.) 

Axdrographidis,  1  oz.  ;  boiling  water,  1  pint.  Time,  fifteen 
minutes.    Dose,  J  to  1  oz.    (Ind.,  E.  Col.) 

Azadiracht.e  Indic.e,  88  gr.  ;  cold  water,  1  pint.  Time,  fifteen 
minutes.    Dose,  £  to  1  oz.    (Ind.,  E.  Col.) 

Cosctnii,  1  oz. ;  boiling  water,  1  pint  Time,  half  an  hour. 
Dose,  h  to  1  oz.    (Ind.,  E.  Col.) 

Tinospor.e,  2  oz. ;  cold  water,  1  pint.  Time,  half  an  hour. 
Dose,  A  to  1  oz.    (Ind.,  E.  Col.) 

Toddali.e,  2  oz. ;  boiling  water,  1  pint.  Time,  fifteen 
minutes.    Dose,  1  to  2  oz.    (Ind.,  E.  Col.) 


Ispaghula. — The  seeds  of  Plantago  ovata.  Dose  in  powder, 
50  to  150  gr.  (Ind.,  E.  Col.)  [Used  as  a  demulcent  drink  in 
diarrhoea  and  dysentery.] 

Kaladana  (syn.  Pharbitis  Nil). — The  seeds  of  Ipomoea 
hederacea.  Dose,  30  to  50  gr.  (Ind.,  E.  Col.)  [An  Indian 
equivalent  of  jalap.] 

Kaladan;e  Resina  (syn.  pharbitisin). — Dose,  2  to  8  gr.  (Ind., 
E.  Col  )  [Equivalent  to  jalap  resin,  and  prepared  by  same 
process.] 

Kav;e  Rhizoma. — The  decorticated,  dried,  and  divided  rhizome 
without  the  roots  of  Piper  methysticum.  (Aust.  Col.)  [Used  in 
diseases  of  the  genito-urinary  tract.] 

Kixo  Eucaly'PTI. — Botany  Bay  kino.  An  exudation  from  the 
stem  of  various  species  of  Eucalyptus,  having  the  characters 
and  responding  to  the  tests  for  kini  in  the  B.P.,  1898.  Intended 
for  use  in  the  Aust.  Colonies  in  place  of  kino.  Dose  in  powder, 
5  to  20  gr. 

Iiiquores  Concentratl. 

The  Addendum  contains  six  of  these  preparations  for  Indian 
and  Eastern  Colonies,  intended  to  represent  infusions  on  dilution. 
They  are  as  follows  : — 

Axdrographis. — Formula  as  liq.  chiratre  cone,  B.P.,  "andro- 
graphis  "  taking  the  place  of  "  chiretta." 

Aristolochia. — Formula  as  liq.  serpentarhe  cone,  B.P. 

Bekberidis.— Ditto. 

Coscinii.— Like  liq.  calumbfe  cone,  B.P. 

TinospoR/E. — 1  in  2,  double  maceration  and  pressure  with  4j  oz. 
of  £0-per-cent  alcohol  per  pint. 

Todd al i.e. — 1  in  2  by  percolation  with  25-per-cent.  alcohol. 

Liquor  Epispasticus  Mylabridis. — As  liq.  epispasticus,  B.P. 
(Ind.,  Afr.  Col.,  E.  Col.) 

Mucilago  Gummi  Indici. — Two  ounces  of  rinsed  gum  dissolved 
in  6  oz.  of  water.    (Ind.,  E.  Col.) 

Mylabris.— The  dried  beetle,  Mylabris  phalerata,  and  other 
species  of  Mylabris,  provided  thev  yield  an  equivalent  proportion 
of  cantharidjn.    (Ind.,  Afr.  Col.,  E.  Col.) 

Myrobalans. — The  immature  fru'ts  of  Termina.Ua  CJiebula, 
usually  distinguished  in  commerce  as  chebulic  myrobalans.  Dose, 
in  powder,  A  to  1  dr.    [An  Indian  equivalent  of  galls.] 

Oleum  Ajowan  (syn.  ptychotis  oil). — The  oil  distilled  from  the 
fruit  of  Carum  Copticum ;  colourless,  odour  and  taste  resembling 
thyme.  Sp.  gr.,  0'917  to  0  93D.  Rotation  of  100  mm.  +1-0°  to 
1'5°.  Cooled  to  32°  F.  should  yield  30  to  36  per  cent,  of  crystalline 
thymol.    Dose,  A.  to  3m..    (India,  E.  Col.) 

Oleum  Arachis  (syn.  earth-nut  oil,  ground-nut  oil,  peanut 
oil). — The  oil  expressed  without  heat  from  the  seeds  of  Arachis 
hypogcea.  Sp.  gr.,  0-916  to  0918.  Becomes  turbid  at  37-4°  F.; 
solidifies  at  23°  F.  Used  in  place  of  olive  oil.  (India,  Af.  Col., 
E.  Col.,  Aust.  Col.) 

Oleum  Gaultheri.e  (syn.  oil  of  wintergreen\  The  oil  distilled 
from  the  leaves  of  Gaultheria  procumbens  or  from  the  bark  of 
Betula.  leuta.  Contains  at  least  GO  per  cent,  of  natural  methyl- 
salicylate,  associated  with  small  quantities  of  a  terpene  and  of 
other  substances.  Sp.  gr.,  1T76  to  P187.  Readily  soluble  in 
90-per-cent.  alcohol.  Optically  inactive,  or  nearly  so.  Dose, 
3  to  10  in.    (N.  Amer.  Col.) 

Oleum  Graminis  Citrati  (syn.  Indian  oil  of  verbenaV — Dir- 
tilled  from  Andropogon  citratus.  Sp.  gr.,  0'895  to  0'905. 
Rotation  of  100  mm.  +  3°.  Soluble  in  70-per  cent,  alcohol,  and 
shows  35  per  cent,  of  aldehydes  by  the  acid-sulphite  test.  Dose, 
A  to  3  in..    (Ind.,  E.  Col.,  W.  Col.) 

Oleum  Gynocardle  (syn.  Chaulmoogra  oil). — Expressed  fatty 
oil  of  seeds  of  Gynocardia  odorata  or  G.  Prainii.  Of  varying 
consistence ;  liquefies  at  107'6°.  Sp.  gr.  not  constant,  but  usuallv 
from  0-930  to  0-954  at  86°  to  104°  F.  Solubility  in  alcohol, 
purified  ether,  chloroform,  and  carbon  bisulphide  given,  and  the 
reddish-brown  coloration  with  sulphuric  acid,  changing  to  olive 
green.    Dose,  5  to  10  in.,  increased  to  £  to  1  fl.  dr.     (Ind.,  E.  Col.) 

Oleum  Sesami. — Expressed  from  seeds  of  Sesamum  indicum. 
Sp.  gr.,  0-921  to  0-924,  and  congeals  at  23°  F.    Pyrogallol  reaction 
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given.  The  oil  ia  to  be  used  in  India,  African,  Eistern  and  North 
American  Colonies,  in  place  of  olive  oil  for  liniments,  ointments, 
and  plasters. 

Olivebi  Cortex  (syn.  black  sassafras). — Dried  bark  of 
Cinnamomum  Oliveri.  (Aust.  Col.)  [The  sassafras  indigenous  to 
Australia.] 

Oxymel  Urgine.e. — Made  like  oxymel.  scilhi?,  B.P.  Dose, 
i  to  1  fl.  dr.    (Ind.,E.  Col.) 

Picrorhiza. — Dried  roots  of  Picrorhiza  Kurroa.  Dose,  10  to 
20  gr.,  as  a  tonic;  as  an  antiperiodic,  40  to  50  gr.  (Ind.,  E.  Col.) 
[Recommended  by  Indigenous  Drugs  Committee  of  Madras.] 

Pilula  Ipecacuanh/e  cum  Urginea. — Formula  as  pil.  ipecac, 
c.  scilla,  B  P.,  with  urginea  in  place  of  squill.  Dose,  the  same. 
(Ind.,  E.  Col.) 

Pilula  Urgine.e  Composita. — Formula  as  pil.  scilhe  co., 
B.P.,  with  urginea  in  place  of  squill.  Dose,  the  same.  (Ind., 
E.  Col.) 

Podophylli  Indici  Resina. — Prepared  from  Indian  podo- 
phyllum rhizome  by  the  method  prescribed  inB.P.,  pages  257-258. 
Dose,  the  same.    (Ind.,  E.  Col.) 

Podophylli  Indici  Rhizoma. — Dried  rhizome  and  roots  of 
Podophyllum  Emodi.    (Ind.,  E.  Col.) 

Pulvis  Bute.e  Seminum. — Butea-seeds  are  soaked  in  water 
the  integuments  are  removed,   kernels   dried  and  reduced  to 
powder.    Dose,  10  to  20  gr.    (Ind.,  E.  Col.) 

Pulvis  Kaladanje  Compositus. — Prepared  like  pulv.  jalapre 
co.,  B.P.,  with  kaladana  in  place  of  jalap.    (Ind.,  E.  Col.) 

Sappan. — Heart-wood  of  Cicsalpiniu.  Sappan.  (Ind.,  E.  Col.) 
[Used  in  place  of  logwood.] 

Succus  Acalyph.e. — Three  volumes  of  the  juice  of  fresh 
acalypha,  to  which  90-per-cent.  alcohol  is  added  to  make  four 
volumes.  After  a  week,  filter.  Dose,  1  to  4  fl.  dr.  (Ind.,  E.  Col.) 
[Recommended  in  place  of  senega.] 

Succus  Adhatod.e.— Fresh  juice  of  leaves  of  Adhatoda  vasica. 
Dose,  1  to  4  fl.  dr.    (Ind.,  E.  Col.) 

Syrupus  Urgine.e. — Made  like  syrup  of  squill  with  vinega  r 
of  urginea.    Dose,  A  to  1  fl.  dr.    (Ind.,  E.  Col.) 


Tinctures. 

Adhatod.e. — 1  in  8  tincture,  made  from  No.  40  powder  with 
60-per-cent.  alcohol  by  percolation.  Dose,  A  to  1  11.  dr.  (Ind., 
E.  Col.) 

Alstonm. — 1  in  8  tincture,  mp.de  with  No.  20  powder  and  60- 
per-cent.  alcohol  by  maceration.  Dose,  A  to  1  fl.  dr.  (Ind.,  Aust. 
Col.,  E.  Col.) 

Andrograpiudis. — 1  iii  10  tincture,  made  with  No.  20  powder 
and  60-per-cent.  alcohol  by  percolation.  Dose,  A  to  1  fl.  dr.  (Ind., 
E.  Col.) 

Aristolochi.e. — 1  in  5  tincture,  made  with  No.  40  powder  and 
70-per-cent.  alcohol  by  percolation.  Dose,  A  to  1  fl.  dr.  (Ind., 
E.  Col.) 

Arnic.e  Floruh. — 1  in  10  tincture,  made  with  No.  20  powder 
and  45-per-cent.  alcohol  by  percolation.  Dose,  A  to  1  fl.  dr. 
(N.  Amer.  Col.) 

Azadiracht.e  Indic.e. — Made  with  2  oz.  Indian  azadirach  and 
1  pint  of  45-per-cent.  alcohol  by  maceration.  Dose,  A,  to  1  fl.  dr. 
(Ind.,  E.  Col.  I 

Berberidis. — As  tincture  of  hydrastis  B.P.,  but  made  with 
berberis.    Dose,  A  to  1  fl.  dr.    (Ind.,  E.  Col.) 

Calotropis. — I  in  10  tincture,  made  with  No.  40  powder  and 
60-per  cent,  alcohol  bv  percolation.  Dose.  A  to  1  fl.  dr.  (Ind., 
E.  Col.) 

Coscinii. — Made  like  tr.  Cilumbre,  B.P.  with  coscinium.  Dose, 
A.  to  1  fl.  dr.    (Ind.,  E.  Col.) 

Datur.e  Seminum. — 1  in  4  tincture,  made  with  bruised  datura- 
seeds  and  70-per-cent.  alcohol  by  percolation.  Dose,  5  to  15  ill.. 
(Ind.,  E.  Col.) 

Tr.  Jalapje  Composita. — This  is  a  new  preparation,  and  the 
formula  is  as  follows  :  — 


Imperial 

Metric 

Jalap  in  No.  40  powder 

1  oz.  262  gr. 

80  grammes 

Scammony  in  No.  40 

powder 

175  gr. 

20  grammes 

Turpeth    in    No.  40 

powder   

88  gr. 

10  grammes 

Alcohol  (60  per  cent.) 

a  sufficent  quantity 

MaKe  1  pint  (or  1,000  c.c.)  by  the  percolation  process.  Dose,  A  to 
1  fl.  dr.    (Ind.,  E.  Col..  N.  Amer.  Col.) 

Kalaban.e. — Made  like  tincture  of  jalap,  B  P.,  with  kaladana  in 
place  of  jalap,  but  it  is  not  standardised.  Dose,  A.  to  1  fl.  dr. 
(Ind  ,  E.  Col.) 

Oliveri  Corticis. — 1  in  10  tincture,  made  with  No.  40  powder 
and  60-per-cent.  alcohol  bv  percolation.  Dose,  A  to  1  fl.  dr. 
Aust.  Col.) 


Picrorhiz.e. — 1  in  8  tincture,  made  witli  bruised  picrorhiaz 
and  45-per-cent.  alcohol  by  maceration.  Dose,  A  to  1  11.  dr. 
(Ind.,  E.  Col.) 

Podophylli  Indici. — As  tincture  of  podophyllum,  B.P.,  with  the 
Ind'an  resin.    Dose,  the  same.    (Ind.,  E.  Col.) 

Tinospor.e. — 1  in  5  tincture,  made  with  No.  20  powder  and 
60-per-cent.  alcohol  by  maceration.  Dose,  J  to  1  fl.  dr.  (Ind., 
E.  Col.) 

Urgixe.e. — -Made  with  urginea  like  tincture  of  squill,  B.P. 
DoFe,  the  same.    (Ind.,  E.  Col.) 

Valerian.-!;  Indic.e  Ammoniata  is  ammoniated  tincture  of 
valerian,  B.P.,  made  with  Indian  valerian.  Dose,  A  to  1  fl.  dr. 
(Ind.,  E.  Col.) 


Tixospora. — The  stem  of  Tiliospora  cordifolia.  [Was  recom- 
mended by  the  Indian  Government  Committee  in  place  of 
calumba  for  India  and  Eastern  Colonies.] 

Todd  alia. — The  root-bark  of  Toddalia  aculcata.  [Was  recom- 
mended by  the  Indian  Government  Committee  in  place  of 
cusparia-bark  for  India  and  Eastern  Colonies.] 

Turpethum — The  dried  root  and  stem  of  Ipomcea  Turpethum. 
Dose,  in  powder,  5  to  20  gr.  (Ind.,  E.  and  Amer.  Col.  in  place 
of  jalap.) 

Tylophor.e  Folia. — The  dried  leaves  of  Tylophora  asthma- 
tica.  Dose,  in  powder,  \  to  2  gr.,  as  an  expectorant;  as  an 
emetic,  15  to  30  gr.  (Ind.,  E.  Col.)  [Was  recommended  by  the 
Indian  Government  Committee  for  use  instead  of  ipecacuanha.] 

Unguentum  Gynocardi.e. — Gynocardia  oil,  50  gr.  ;  hard 
paraffin,  200  gr. ;  white  soft  paraffin,  250  gr.  Melt  the  paraffins 
together,  add  the  oil,  and  stir  until  cold.    (Ind.,  E.  Col.) 

Unguentum  Mylabridis. — Made  like  cantharides  ointment, 
B.P.,  with  mylabris.    (Ind.,  Afr.,  E.  Col.) 

Unguentum  Myrobalani. — Made  like  gall  ointment,  B. P.,  with 
myrobalan.    (Ind.,  E.  Col.) 

Unguentum  Myrobalani  cum  Opio. — Made  like  gall-and- 
opium  ointment,  B.P.,  with  myrobalan  ointment.    (Ind.,  E.  Col.) 

Urginea  (syn.  Indian  squill). — The  younger  bulbs  of  Urginea 
indica  and  Scilla  indica  taken  soon  after  the  plant  has  flowered. 
(Ind  ,  E.  Col.) 

Valerian.e  Indic.e  Rhizoma. — The  dried  rhizome  and  rootlets 
of  Valeriana  Wallichii.    (Ind.,  E.  Col.) 

Viburnum. — The  dried  bark  of  Viburnum  prunifolium.  (N. 
Amer.  Col.) 

Alternative  Preparations. — There  are  three  Appendices, 
the  most  important  of  which  is  the  first,  comprising  alternative 
preparations  sanctioned  for  use  in  India  and  the  Colonies.  These 
are  given  in  the  B  P.,  pages  443  and  444. 

Lay  Comment. 

The  Times  has  devoted  an  editorial  column  to  the  Ad- 
dendum, and  so  interestingly  tells  about  the  origin  of  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia  that  we  quote  some  passages  : — 

An  additional  link  between  the  several  portions  of  the  British 
Empire — a  link  not  of  great  importance  in  itself,  but  yet  not  to  be 
altogether  disregarded  by  any  whose  necessities  require  them  to 
take  medicine — has  just  been  provided  by  the  General  Medical 
Council.  [The  article  proceeds  to  relate  how  there  used  to  be 
three  Pharmacopoeias.]  One  of  the  results  was  that  a  prepara- 
tion of  the  same  name  might  vary  in  strength  in  the  several 
countries,  so  that  an  English  physician  prescribing  in  Scotland 
or  Ireland,  or  a  Scottish  or  Irish  physician  prescribing  in  London, 
might  easily  confound  the  preparation  to  which  he  was  ac- 
customed with  that  current  in  the  place  where  he  happened  to 
be,  and  might  give  his  patient  a  larger  or  smaller  dose  than  cir- 
cumstances required.  Dispensing  chemists,  moreover,  were 
much  inconvenienced  by  the  occasional  prescription  of  a  Scottish 
preparation  in  England,  or  vice  versa,  and  the  issue  of  a  general 
Pharmacopoeia,  applicable  to  the  whole  of  Great  Britain,  by  the 
Medical  Council,  was  hailed  as  a  great  convenience  by  a  large 
number  of  the  people  most  immediately  concerned.  The  work, 
when  completed,  received  the  sanction  and  authority,  from  Acts 
of  Parliament  and  from  Orders  in  Council,  which  had  previously 
been  given  to  its  predecessors,  and  became  the  recognised 
standard  for  the  whole  country.  Every  druggist  or  other  person 
who  sold  any  preparation  named  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  was  bound 
under  penalties  to  sell  only  what  was  in  accordance  with  the 
standards  of  strength  and  purity  and  with  the  methods  of  pre- 
paration which  were  there  set  forth.  ["  To  sell  "  should  be  "  to 
prepare."— Ed.  C.  &  D.]  In  the  course  of  the  preparation  of  the 
1898  edition  it  was  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  committee 
that  many  medicinal  plants  or  other  substances,  said  to  be  of 
value,  but  completely  or  comparatively  unknown  in  England, 
were  in  frequent  use  in  India  and  in  the  colonies,  and  it  was 
decided  that  these,  if  of  sufficient  importance,  should  be  brought 
under  offic'al  recognition,  so  as  to  ensure  to  those  who  required 
them  that  they  should  be  selected  and  prepared  in  a  proper 
manner,  and  made  to  conform  to  proper  standards 
of  activity.     It  was  soon  perceived  that  the  ultimate  result 
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of  such  proceedings  would  be  to  supersede  the  "  British. " 
Pharmacopoeia  by  an  "  Imperial "  one,  embracing  the  entire 
pharmacy  of  the  Empire.  The  first  result  of  the  inquiry 
has  been  the  publication  of  an  "Indian  and  Colonial 
Addendum."  The  Addendum  will,  of  course,  be  subjected,  during 
the  period  of  its  currency,  to  the  criticism  and  observations  of  the 
medical  and  other  authorities  in  the  localities  to  which  it  chiefly 
applies,  and  will  eventually,  in  some  enlarged  or  amended  form,  be 
incorporated  with  the  original  work  oE  which  it  forms  part,  and  will 
thus  become  the  proposed  "  Imperial"  Pharmacopoeia.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  attention  thus  directed  towards  Indian  and 
colonial  medicinal  plants  or  substances  will  be  useful  not  only 
to  medicine  itself,  but  also  leading  to  increased  knowledge  of  the 
nature  and  uses  of  products  not  necessarily  medicinal,  which  may 
previously  have  been  overlooked.  The  Addendum,  as  prepared  by 
the  committee,  has  been  accepted  and  issued  by  the  General 
Medical  Council ;  and,  like  the  Pharmacopoeia  itself,  it  has  been 
edited  by  Professor  Attfield,  F.R.S.,  to  whose  distinguished 
services  in  relation  to  the  work  the  Council  has  lately  borne  testi- 
mony by  resolution. 

In  this  commendation  pharmacists  generally  will  join.  The 
Addendum  is  not  a  matter  for  present  but  for  future 
criticism.  It  is  still  an  experiment,  and  one  that  pharmacists 
throughout  the  Empire  will  help  to  make  a  permanent 
affair  of  Imperial  application. 


College  IRotea. 


Mineral  Acids  Manufacture. — On  December  4  the  students 
of  the  West  of  Scotland  College  of  Pharmacy,  Glasgow,  accom- 
panied by  the  Principal  (Mr.  Thos.  S.  Barrie),  visited  the 
chemical-works  of  Messrs.  Hope  Brothers,  Coatbridge  Street, 
Glasgow,  where  Mr.  Johnston,  one  of  the  partners  and  chief 
chemist,  for  an  hour  and  a  half  explained  tli3  various  pro- 
cesses in  the  production  of  sulphuric  acid.  The  production  of 
hydrochloric  and  nitric  acid  was  also  explained. 

Glass-making. — On  Tuesday  afternoon,  December  4,  the 
students  of  the  Sheffield  College  of  Pharmacy,  accompanied  by 
the  Principal  (Mr.  J.  W.  J.  Turner),  visited  the  glass-works  of 
Messrs.  Barron  &  Sons  (Limited1,  Mexborough,  and  were  con- 
ducted over  the  works  by  the  managing  director  (Mr.  E.  Barron). 
The  ingredients  for  making  glass  were  explained — English  and 
Belgian  sand,  Derbyshire  limestone,  alkalies,  and  sodium  sulphate 
— and  all  the  processes  were  thoroughly  inspected. 

Central  School  of  Pharmacy. — The  students  of  this  school  en- 
joyed an  exceedingly  pleasant  evening  on  Tuesday,  December  11,  at 
the  Lyceum  Theatre,  through  the  kind  invitation  of  Mr.  C.  E.  Sage, 
the  Principal,  who  had  booked  seats  for  "  The  Three  Musketeers." 
Previous  to  going  to  the  theatre  the  students  met  at  the  school, 
and  were  entertained  by  Mr.  Sage  with  an  interesting  botanical 
lecture,  accompanied  by  illustrative  diagrams  from  the  magic- 
lantern.  The  students  unanimously  passed  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
Mr.  Sage. 

Smoking  concert. — One  of  the  most  successful  smoking- 
concerts  of  the  Westminster  College  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy 
was  held  at  the  Bridge  House  Hotel,  London  Bridge,  on  Thurs- 
day, November  29.  The  chair  was  taken  by  the  Principal,  Mr. 
G.  S.  V.  Wills,  at  8  o'clock.  The  company  numbered  about 
seventy.  A  splendid  programme  was  gone  through.  The  "  Soldene 
Sextette,"  supplied  by  Mr.  Bradley,  and  the  talent  of  the  College, 
which  was  greatly  in  evidence,  was  highly  appreciated.  Mr. 
Wills  also  gave  a  display  of  legerdemain,  to  the  enjoyment  of 
all  present.  During  the  evening  a  vote  of  thanks  was  proposed  to 
Mr.  Wills  for  his  untiring  energy  in  keeping  the  students  up  to 
concert-pitch  in  their  studies,  which  was  carried  amid  three 
hearty  cheers  and  the  singing  of  "  For  he's  a  jolly  good  fellow." 

Football. — On  December  1  the  London  College  of  Pharmacy 
F.C.  met  Hatcham  Athletic  F.C.  at  Croften  Park.  On  Novem- 
ber 17  the  College  wpre  defeated  by  this  team  by  three  goals  to  two. 
This  time  they  were  more  successful.  Losing  the  toss  they 
started  kicking  downhill,  and  after  twenty  minutes'  play  Pugh 
scored  with  a  hard  strong  shot  just  under  the  bar.  Hatcham  were 
soon  on  the  ball  again,  and  in  less  than  ten  miautes  equalised  as  a 
result  of  some  excellent  play  by  their  left  wing.  The  game  then 
continued  fast  and  even  the  score  at  half-time  remaining  un- 
altered. In  the  second  half  the  pill- rollers  came  out  victors  of  a 
hard-fought  game  with  a  margin  of  two  goals.  Teams— London  : 
Goal,  Glaholm;  backs,  Wixey,  Crecraft ;  halves,  Middleton,  M. 
Jones,  Palmer  ;  forwards,  Challenger,  Bartlett,  Davies  (captain), 
Cole,  Pugh.  Linesman,  Mr.  Crane. — The  Metropolitan  College 
of  Pharmacy  met  the  South  London  School  of  Pharmacy  (Muter's) 
in  a  League  fixture  at  Shepherd's  Bush  on  December  8.  The 
game  resulted  in  a  victory  for  the  Metropolitan  by  four  goals  to 
one 


"  C.  &  3D.  DiaiV 

What  Some  Think  of  it. 


THE  following  are  selected  chiefly  from  postcards  which 
have  been  sent  in  competition  : — 
A  book  useful,  reliable,  and  comprehensive. — Edward  Dunmore 
(Westcliff-on  Sea). 

Here's  a  health  to  the  good  old  C.  &  D., 
Who  has  been  a  faithful  friend  to  me. 
A  wandering  British  druggist's  clerk, 
In  many  lands  I  have  left  my  mark, 
And  brought  back  plenty  of  £  s.  d. 
From  business  done  through  the  C.  <£■  D. 

— Horace  S.  Hill  (Paris). 

The  C.  &  D.  Diary  has  just  come  to  hand. 

'lis  the  best  book  of  the  kind  to  be  found  in  the  land. 

— Reader. 

To  express  my  opinion  in  short  verse  in  rhyme 
Is  a  job  I  can  do  in  a  very  short  time  : 
The  Diary,  no  doubt  is  the  best  thing  you  edit, 
And  really  reflects  on  the  owners  much  credit. 

■ — Henry  P.  Thompson  (11  Aldersgate  Street). 

A 

Chemist    thanks  to  you  presents, 

&  wishes  you  success. 

Druggist  and  chemist  find  in  yours 
A 

Diary  of  the  best. — S. 

The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  for  1901  is  the  busi- 
ness-man's calendar  and  guide  for  daily  reference,  the  scientific 
man's  vade  mecum  for  the  coming  year,  and  the  mediocre 
chemist's  unfailing  and  constant  adviser.  From  an  intelligent 
study  of  its  pages  the  vexed  question  as  to  whether  a  "  scientist  " 
can  ever  become  a  "  business-man "  will  satisfactorily  answer 
itself. — Edward  Wodson  (Welton,  Brough). 

Wouldst  know  the  law  ?  t 

Or  find  a  flaw 
In  customs  pharmaceutical  ? 

Or  draw  a  bill  ? 

Or  buy  a  till  ? 
Or  know  the  man  of  cuticle  ? 

Then  get  this  book 

By  hook  or  crook, 
And  never  vainly  will  you  look. 

— G.  A.  Grierson  (Lincoln). 

I  have  been  reading  the  new  Diary,  and  wish  to  congratulate 
you.  The  section  on  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  is  most  timely,  and 
must  prove  exceedingly  useful  to  any  chemist  who  is  unlucky 
enough  to  receive  the  attention  of  the  local  analyst,  or  who  lives 
in  a  district  where  the  analyst  has  the  repute  of  being  specially 
active  and  anxious  to  do  business.  There  is  evidence  in  the 
country  that,  for  some  time  to  come  at  least,  we  may  expect  to 
have  a  crop  of  cases  under  these  Acts,  and  even  the  most  honest 
trader  is  liable  to  be  put  upon  his  defence.  In  such  instances 
the  precedent  cases  you  cite  will  be  of  the  greatest  practical 
value.  The  section  on  vegetable  histology  is  also  exceedingly 
practical  and  good.  The  value  of  a  practical  acquaintance  with 
such  work  is  of  increasing  importance  to  pharmacists,  and  the 
one  who  possesses  it  and  can  make  use  of  his  microscope  has  not 
only  an  advantage  that  may  mean  much  in  the  way  of  bus  ness, 
but  it  is  also  a  most  interesting  and  fascinating  study,  and  ioften 
a  very  ready  means  of  detecting  sophistication  in  commercial 
drugs. — Hors  Concours. 

If  aught  you  want  to  know,  to  the  Diary  you  go  ; 

There,  within  its  portly  covers,  you'll  unearth  it. 
If  for  half-a-sov.  a  year  'twill  enable  you  to  steer 

Clear  of  analyst  and  magistrate,  it's  worth  it. 

— F.  W.  Knowles  (Tranmere,  dies.). 

It  will  be  remembered  that  we  offer  ten  guineas  in  prizes 
to  those  who  have  received  the  Diary,  and  two  guineas  are 
reserved  for  Postcard  A,  which,  with  Postcard  B,  forms  the 
coupon  enclosed  in  the  Diary.  Subscribers  may  give  the 
coupon  to  any  member  of  their  family  or  staff  if  they  do  not 
care  to  use  it  themselves. 


In  the  first  paragraph  on  the  Dentists  Act,  page  220,  line  13, 
for  "  is  entitled,"  read  "  was  entitled."  The  privilege  of 
registration  sine  diploma  ceased  on  August  1,  1879.  To  the 
line  on  "  Cachets,"  on  page  199  add  354,  which  refers  to 
Finot's  cachets,  advertised  by  Messrs  Cooper  &  Co.  Messrs. 
Typke  &  King  ask  us  to  state  that  their  telephone  number  is 
"489  London  Wall,"  not  "402  Avenue"  as  they  give  it  in 
their  advertisement. 
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Xeaal  IReports* 

High  Court  Cases. 

Valentine  Trade- mark. 

On  December  7,  before  Mr.  Justice  Farwell,  Mr.  Sebastian 
moved,  on  behalf  of  the  Valentine  Meat-juice  Company, 
that  three  marks  registered  by  C.  R.  Valentine  and  others  be 
removed  from  the  trade-marks  register.  The  defendants  did 
not  appear,  and  his  Lordship  made  the  order  asked  for, 
directing  the  marks  in  question  to  be  removed  from  the 
register. 

End  op  the  Saccharin  Litigation. 
The  case  of  the  Saccharin  Corporation  (Limited)  v.  the 
Chemical  and  Drug  Company  (Limited)  was  on  Wednesday, 
December  12,  in  the  list  for  hearing  before  the  Court  of 
Appeal,  composed  of  Lords  Justices  Rigby,  Vaughan-Wil- 
liams,  and  Romer,  on  the  appeal  of  the  plaintiffs  from  an 
order  of  Mr.  Justice  Cozens-Hardy,  dated  November  9  last. 
Before  the  case  was  reached,  Mr.  Fletcher  Moulton,  Q.C., 
mentioned  to  the  Court  that  it  had  been  put  in  the  list  by 
mistake,  and  asked  their  Lordships  to  allow  the  case  to 
stand  out  generally,  inasmuch  as  the  parties  had  settled  all 
their  litigation.  Although  there  might  be  one  or  two  points 
to  be  settled  between  the  parties  in  the  present  matter,  it 
was  not  likely  that  the  Court  would  be  troubled  with  it. 
Their  Lordships  assented  to  the  application. 

The  Wrong  Bottle. 
In  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  on  December  12,  the 
Judges  of  the  Second  Division  heard  counsel  in  an  appeal 
against  the  decision  of  Sheriff  Balfour  in  the  Sheriff  Court  of 
Glasgow  in  the  action  by  John  Leslie  Robertson,  commission 
agent,  40  St.  Enoch  Square,  Glasgow,  against  Messrs. 
Cockburn  &  Co.  (Limited),  pharmaceutical  chemists,  56  and 
58  St.  Enoch  Square,  Glasgow.  Pursuer  sought  to  recover 
1,500/.  as  damages.  Pursuer's  statement  was  to  the  effect 
that  on  November  22,  1899,  he  obtained  two  prescriptions 
from  Dr.  Alex.  Napier,  which  he  took  to  defenders'  shop  and 
handed  to  their  manager,  Mr.  Henderson,  to  be  dispensed, 
and  requested  that  they  should  be  delivered  at  his  place  of 
business  not  later  than  4  o'clock.  One  of  the  prescriptions 
was  for  a  mixture  for  internal  use,  and  the  other  for  an 
ointment.  The  medicine  was  not  delivered  in  time,  so  pur- 
suer sent  for  it.  The  messenger  returned  with  a  bottle 
wrapped  in  paper  and  addressed  to  Mr.  Robertson  or  Mr. 
Robinson,  but  without  the  ointment.  Pursuer  sent  back  for 
the  ointment  and  the  two  prescriptions  twice,  and  to  inquire 
whether  the  bottle  he  had  got  was  the  right  one.  On  both 
occasions  the  reply  was  that  the  bottle  was  right,  but  that 
there  was  no  ointment  and  no  prescription.  Pursuer  had 
had  dinner  a  short  time  before,  and  he  then  took  a  table- 
spoonful  as  directed.  The  medicine  greatly  irritated  his 
throat,  and  he  suspected  there  was  something  wrong,  so 
he  called  at  defenders'  shop  and  showed  the  bottle  to  the 
manager  (Mr.  Henderson),  who  expressed  alarm  when  he 
discovered  that  a  wrong  bottle  had  been  given,  and  that  it 
contained  poison  for  external  use  only.  He  gave  him 
glycerin-and-menthol  jujubes.  When  he  got  home  he  sent 
for  Dr.  Napier,  who  found  him  suffering  from  a  dose  of 
"  A.B.C."  liniment — aconite,  belladonna,  and  chloroform.  It 
was  not  till  2  o'clock  next  morning  that  the  treatment  of 
Dr.  Napier  and  Dr.  Rosburgh  showed  signs  of  success.  He 
avers  that  Mr.  Henderson,  the  manager,  Mr.  David 
Hannay,  who  dispensed  the  medicine  to  his  messenger,  and 
Mr.  John  Gibb  Dickie,  who  sold  the  poisonous  medicine,  are 
not  qualified  chemists  or  druggists. 

The  defenders  admit  that  the  manager  and  assistants 
named  are  not  qualified  chemists,  but  state  that  a 
qualified  chemist  supervises.  The  medicine  was  accu- 
rately dispensed,  and  was  checked  by  the  dispenser, 
who  is  a  qualified  and  registered  chemist.  They  further 
state  that  they  offered  to  pay  pursuer's  medical  and  legal 
expenses  in  full,  and  that  they  now  repeated  that  offer. 
The  messenger,  they  say,  asked  for  Mr.  "  Robeson's  medicine," 
and  the  assistant,  finding  one  for  Mrs.  Robinson,  the 
messenger  was  asked  if  that  was  the  name.  The  boy  replied, 
"  Yes,"  and  he  wrapped  up  the  bottle  and  gave  it  to  him. 
When  he  returned  for  the  ointment  he  was  told  tnere  was  no 


ointment,  and  the  assistant  gave  him  the  slip,  and  told  him 
to  take  it  to  Mr.  Robinson  to  show  him  there  was 
none.  When  Mr.  Robertson  called  they  gave  him 
syrup  of  tolu  and  mucilage ;  but  there  was  nothing 
in  his  appearance  showing  he  was  suffering  from 
poisoning.  If  pursuer  had  exercised  ordinary  care  before 
taking  the  medicine  the  accident  would  not  have  occurred 
They  plead  that  the  'action  is  irrelevant,  and  that  pursuer 
materially  contributed  to  the  accident.  Sheriff  Balfour,  in 
the  Glasgow  Sheriff  Court,  sustained  these  pleas  of  the 
defenders,  and  dismissed  the  action,  with  expenses  to  the 
defenders.  In  his  opinion  he  pointed  out  that  the  bottle 
delivered  to  pursuer  was  made  of  blue  glass  and  marked 
"Poison;  not  to  be  taken,"  and  it  had  the  following  direc- 
tions written  on  the  front  of  a  conspicuous  red  label  :  "  Mrs. 
Robinson  ;  to  be  painted  over  the  painful  part  three  or  four 
times  a  day  as  directed."  No  sensible  man  could  ever  take 
a  dose  out  of  such  a  bottle  without  seeing  that  the  concoc- 
tion was  a  poison  and  reading  the  directions,  and  observing 
that  the  directions  were  addressed  to  Mrs.  Robinson. 

The  Judges  of  the  Second  Division  recalled  the  Sheriff's 
decision  and  ordered  issues  for  trial  of  the  action  by  a  jury, 
holding  that  the  case  could  not  be  properly  disposed  of 
without  inquiry. 

Pharmacy  Acts. 

The  Unqualified  Seller. 

At  Dundee,  on  December  10,  James  Nicoll,  Carnoustie,  was 
charged  before  Hon.  Sheriff-Substitute  Ogilvie  with  having, 
he  not  being  a  legally  qualified  medical  practitioner,  nor 
a  legally  qualified  apothecary,  nor  a  wholesale  dealer  in 
medicines,  sold  John  Cruickshanks,  High  Street,  Arbroath, 
a  bottle  of  "  Wallace's  Specific  No.  1,"  a  preparation  of 
aconite  (1)  without  distinctly  labelling  the  bottle  with  his 
(accused's)  name  and  address  as  the  seller  ;  (2)  although 
Cruickshanks  was  unknown  to  accused,  and  not  introdnced 
by  some  person  known  to  him  (accused);  and  (3)  failed 
before  delivery  of  the  bottle  to  Cruickshanks  to  make  or 
cause  to  be  made  an  entry  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that 
purpose.  Nicoll  pleaded  guilty,  and  his  counsel  stated  that 
accused  had  been  in  the  habit  of  selling  the  specific  to  friends 
only,  but  had  during  the  past  few  years  stopped  it  alto- 
gether. The  Sheriff  said  it  was  a  technical  offence,  and  in 
the  circumstances  inflicted  no  punishment. 

In  the  case  of  the  summonses  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Ireland  against  Patrick  and  Arthur  Fee,  heard  at 
Ballybay  on  November  19  (see  C.  $  JD.,  November  24, 
page  854),  we  learn  that  defendants,  having  paid  the  sum 
of  5/.  towards  the  Society's  costs,  in  addition  to  20/.  fines,  it 
has  been  decided  not  to  proceed  further  with  the  adjourned 
cases. 


Poisoned  Grain  Act. 

At  the  Cambridge  Police  Court  on  December  8,  John  Alsop, 
(71),  of  Lakenheath,  pleaded  guilty  to  selling  poisoned  grain 
in  the  Cambridge  Corn  Exchange.  The  evidence  was  to  the 
effect  that  the  police  suspected  him  of  having  returned  to  the 
practice  for  which  he  had  been  convicted  at  Cambridge  some 
time  back,  and  consequently  employed  a  man  to  purchase  a 
bag  of  the  grain,  which  was  used  for  poisoning  vermin. 
Other  bags  of  the  poisoned  grain  were  found  in  an  adjoining 
public  house.  The  grain  was  analysed,  and  it  was  shown 
that  the  grain  had  been  steeped  in  poison.  Defendant,  who 
had  been  convicted  for  the  same  offence  eight  times  pre- 
viously, was  fined  5/.  5s.  and  31.  Is.  costs,  or,  in  default  of 
distraint,  one  month's  imprisonment. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Fluid  Magnesia. 

At  the  Ohippenham  Petty  Sessions  on  December  6,  Mr  .  A.  B 
Turpin,  chemist,  High  Street,  Chippenham,  was  summoned 
for  selling  fluid  magnesia  containing  only  6^  gr.  of  magnesia 
to  the  ounce,  instead  of  nearly  10  gr.,  as  required  by  the 
B.P.  Defendant  wrote  stating  that  he  did  not  dispute  the 
analyst's  certificate,  but  the  Bench,  on  the  evidence  before 
them,  decided  to  dismiss  the  case. 
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Sweet  Spirit  op  Nitre. 

William  Oliver,  chemist,  Tilton,  was  summoned  at  East 
Farndon  Petty  Sessions,  on  December  8,  for  selling  sweet 
spirit  of  nitre  not  of  the  substance  demanded.  He  stated 
that  he  had  had  his  stock  of  the  spirit  tested  four  or  five 
times  recently  owing  to  the  activity  of  the  authorities  in  the 
matter,  and  it  was  never  found  to  be  wrong.  He  always  paid 
the  best  price  for  it.  The  quaatity  complained  of  was  pur- 
chased last  June.  The  prosecution  said  the  deficiency  might 
be  explained  by  it  having  been  stocked  so  long.  It  ought 
to  be  bought  in  small  quantities  and  frequently,  and  a 
guarantee  under  the  Act  ought  to  be  obtained  from  the 
vendor.  Defendant  was  ordered  to  pay  the  costs,  which 
amounted  to  1/.  3s.  6(2. 

Sal  Volatile. 

At  Ilkeston  Petty  Sessions  on  December  5,  John  Alfred 
Brentnall,  grocer,  110  Norman  Street,  Ilkeston,  was  charged 
with  selling  6  oz.  of  spirit  of  sal  volatile  which  was  Certified 
by  the  analyst  to  be  deficient  in  ammonia  to  the  extent 
of  22  per  cent.  After  hearing  the  evidence,  the  Bench 
decided  to  dismiss  the  case,  the  Mayor  remarking  that 
some  little  consideration  ought  to  be  paid  to  small 
shopkeepers  when  they  kept  such  drugs  mainly  for  the 
benefit  of  their  customers,  these  drugs  being  liable  to  waste 
when  kept  for  any  time.  He  knew  something  of  the  work 
the  inspector  had  done,  and  thought  there  were  more 
important  foodstuffs  wanting  examination  rather  than  such 
drugs  as  the  one  in  question,  which  was  sold  only  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public. 

Mr.  Jackson  (solicitor  for  the  defendant)  said  he  was 
glad  the  Mayor  had  given  that  expression  of  opinion.  It 
was  time  such  expressions  were  given,  as  these  little  shop- 
keepers were  harried  for  their  kindness. 

Mr.  Canner  (to  Mr.  Jackson)  :  The  case  is  settled. 

The  Mayor  :  In  regard  to  what  I  have  said,  I  have  spoken 
only  on  my  own  account,  and  not  on  behalf  of  the  other 
Magistrates. 

Captain  Sandys  (the  Inspector)  :  Will  you  state  a  case  1 

The  Mayor  :  The  Bench  are  not  agreeable  to  allow  a  case 
to  be  stated. 

Captain  Sandys  :  That  is  something  unusual ! 

The  Mayor  :  We  are  unanimous  in  refusing  to  state  a 
case. 

Mr.  Tatham  :  As  far  as  lam  concerned,  I  have  no  objection 
to  a  case  being  stated,  but  I  must  say  your  witnesses  are 
most  unreliable. 

Mr.  Canner :  We  will  grant  a  case. 

This  was  unanimously  agreed  to  by  the  Bench. 

"Best  Magnesia." 

At  Portsmouth  Police  Court  on  December  10,  Mr.  George 
Hunt,  chemist,  72  Marmion  Road,  Southsea,  was  summoned 
for  selling  magnesia  not  of  the  nature,  substance,  and 
quality  demanded.  The  inspector  deposed  that  he  gave 
defendant  a  slip  of  paper  on  which  was  written  "  4  oz. 
magnesia  ponderosa."  After  reading  the  slip,  defendant 
asked  him  if  he  wanted  "  heavy  magnesia."  He  said,  "  Yes," 
and  was  supplied  with  a  packet  which  was  found  on  analysis 
to  contain  magnesia  carbonas  ponderosa. 

The  Chairman  (Mr.  Cousins)  pointed  out  that  the  label 
on  the  packet  was  "  Best  Magnesia."  What  construction 
the  Bench  could  put  upon  that  was  not  quite  clear. 

Mr.  King  (for  the  prosecution) :  He  must  sell  what  he  is 
asked  for. 

The  Chairman :  Unless  he  gives  notice  on  the  outside. 
If  a  grocer  were  asked  for  coffee  and  served  a  mixture  of 
chicory  and  coffee  which  was  so  labelled  outside  the 
package,  would  that  make  him  liable  ? 

Mr.  King :  No. 

Mr.  Cousins  :  Well,  is  it  not  the  same  here  1  The  words 
on  the  label  are  "  Best  Magnesia  "  ;  thus  he  gives  notice  to 
the  purchaser  what  it  is  he  is  selling  him.  How  can  you 
make  him  liable  when  he  distinctly  tells  the  purchaser  it  is 
"  Best  Magnesia  "  ? 

Mr.  King :  But  we  say  this  is  not  the  "  best  magnesia." 

Mr.  Cousins:  What  you  say  is  that,  according  to  your 
certificate,  it  is  magnesia  carbonas  ponderosa ;  but  how  does 
that  support  the  case  ? 

Mr.  King :  I  cannot  tell  you. 


Mr.  Moore  Murray,  the  public  analyst,  said  he  would 
expect  to  get  the  oxide,  not  the  cartonas,  when  best  magnesia 
was  asked  for. 

The  Chairman  asked  why,  of  all  the  drugs  in  the  Pharma- 
copoeia, this  one  had  been  singled  out  for  analysis. 

Witness  replied  that  there  had  been  a  great  many  prose- 
cutions throughout  the  country  in  respect  to  this  drug. 

Mr.  Kemp  (for  the  defence)  argued  that  throughout  the 
trade  "heavy  magnesia"  was  taken  to  mean  magnesia  car- 
bonate, which  was  a  pure  article. 

Defendant  having  given  evidence, 

Mr.  J.  J.  Sapp,  chemist,  stated  that  he  had  never  been 
asked  for  magnesia  ponderosa  in  the  whole  course  of  his 
forty  years'  experience. 

Mr.  William  Johnstone,  pharmaceutical  chemist  (of  the 
P.A.T.A.  and  C.D.A.),  speaking  with  twenty-five  37ear»'  ex- 
perience, said  that  if  he  had  received  the  paper  ordering  the 
stuff  which  had  been  handed  to  Mr.  Hunt  by  the  inspector, 
he  should  have  supplied  what  Mr.  Hunt  did.  In  the  com- 
mercial sense  magnesia  ponderosa  had  been  supplied,  but  in 
the  scientific  sense  it  had  not. 

In  giving  judgment,  Mr.  Cousins  observed  that  it  appeared 
that  the  inspector  had  qualified  what  was  stated  on  the 
paper  he  presented  by  asking  for  heavy  magnesia.  He  got 
heavy  magnesia,  and  as  there  was  no  sale  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  customer  the  case  would  be  dismissed. 


County  Court  Cases. 

Over  Six  Years  Ago. 

At  Pontefract  on  Wednesday,  before  Judge  Parkes,  Q.C., 
John  Holden,  trading  as  Messrs.  Holden  &  Co.,  manufac- 
turing chemists,  Snaith,  sued  Mr.  W.  H.  Laverock,  chemist, 
Malton,  for  12.  12s.,  goods  sold  in  1894.  Defendant  pleaded 
the  Statute  of  Limitations,  and  also  that  he  had  returned  the 
goods.  Plaintiff,  however,  said  he  had  sent  at  least  four 
applications  for  payment,  and  when  the  goods  were  brought 
back  he  refused  to  accept  them.  Defendant  said  he  sent  the 
four  dozen  bottles  back  because  they  were  not  the  size  he 
expected.  He  kept  them  seven  days.  His  Honour  held 
that  the  goods  should  have  been  returned  at  once.  He 
would  now  have  to  pay  for  them,  and  judgment  was  given 
accordingly. 

The  Butcher's  Bill. 

Thomas  Burbidge  Potter,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of 
Lutterworth,  now  residing  at  Nottingham,  was  sued  at 
Lutterworth  County  Court  on  December  8  by  a  Lutterworth 
butcher  for  152.  19s.  Id.  for  meat  supplied.  Defendant's 
solicitor  explained  that  his  client  had  offered  to  pay  by 
instalments  of  10s.  per  month,  and  on  that  basis  judgment 
had  been  given  against  him,  but  since  then  defendant  had 
made  an  assignment  for  benefit  of  his  creditors.  He  was 
now  employed  as  a  chemist's  assistant  at  50s.  per  week.  His 
Honour  Judge  Wightman  Wood  said  these  orders  were 
really  designed  to  protect  a  debtor's  estate  when  a  number 
of  creditors  were  pressing  him  by  judgment  summonses  and 
so  on,  and  it  would  be  quite  time  enough  to  apply  when 
several  of  defendant's  creditors  took  proceedings. 


Bankruptcies  an&  failures. 


Be  William  Lowson  Loten,  Mytongate,  Hull,  Chemist. 
The  public  examination  of  this  debtor  took  place  at  the  Hull 
Bankruptcy  Court,  on  December  10.    The  statement  of  affairs 
filed  by  the  debtor  disclosed  liabilities  amounting  to  82?.,  and 
assets  nil.    The  examination  was  adjourned. 


Be  Harry  Benjamin  Mosely,  Dentist's  Assistant,  late  Proprietor 
of  a  Tooth-powder,  36  Robertson  Street,  Hastings. 
The  summary  of  debtor's  statement  of  affairs  shows  gross 
liabilities  112?.  14s.  Ad.,  of  which  is  expected  to  rank  108?.  19s.  4/2., 
and  assets  (cash  deposited  with  solicitor  for  cost  of  petition), 
102  3s.  6(2. ;  less  preference  claims,  32.  15s.;  net  assets,  6?.  8s.  6(2. ; 
deficiency,  1022.  10s.  10(2.  The  Official  Receiver's  observations 
are : — The  bankrupt  states  that  he  has  never  been  in  business  on 
his  own  account,  that  he  is  in  the  employ  of  his  father  and  brother, 
that  three  years  ago  his  father  allowed  him  to  work  a  tooth- 
powder,  in  working  which  he  invested  a  sum  of  202.,  but  the 
advertisements  cost  him  2002.,  and  he  only  got  back  about  352. 
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Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Johnston,  J.  B.,  and  Johnston,  F.  H.,  under  the  style  of 
Johnston  Brothers,  Cuddington  and  Manchester,  paint  and 
varnish  manufacturers. 

Lucas,  G.  J.,  Shrubsole,  E.,  and  Bettridvru.  A.  E., 

under  the  style  of  Lucas,  Shrubsole  &  Bettridge,  Gravesend, 
dental  surgeons. 

Rigby,  W.  J.,  and  Jones,  T.,  under  the  style  of  Bigby  it 
Co.,  New  Brighton,  Chesliire,  mineral-water  manufacturers. 

Seedhouse,  W.,  Brantom,  J.  H.,  and  Brantom,  S., 

under  the  style  of  the  Lockhart's  Emerald  Balm  Company, 
Leighton  Buzzard,  manufacturers  of  cattle-medicine. 

Wilson,  A.,  and  Gregorson,  J.  D.,  under  the  style  of  Dr. 
Wilson  &  Dr.  Gregorson,  Minto  House,  The  Drive,  Wood- 
ford, E.,  and  Fairlop  Boad,  Leytonstone,  E.,  general  medical 
practitioners. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts  1883  and  1890. 

Eeceiving  Orders. 

Edosely,  Benjamin  lewin,  Regent  Street,  W.,  and  Lan- 
caster Terrace,  Primrose  Hill,  N.W.,  surgeon -dentist. 

Walton,  Ambrose,  Marple,  Cheshire,  analytical  chemist. 

Adjudications. 

Lamploujh,  Frederick,  Bickenhall  Mansions,  Marylebone, 
W.,  late  Hambledon,  Buckinghamshire,  and  Green  Terrace, 
Rosebery  Avenue,  W.C.,  consulting  chemist  and  engineer. 

Mose'.y,  Harry  Benjamin,  Hastings,  dentist's  assistant. 

Tate,  Arthur  Xi.,  Sutton,  physician  and  surgeon. 


From  the  "  Edinburgh  Gazette." 

Petitions  for  Cessio. 

Lyle,  William  K.,  116i  Duke  Street,  Glasgow,  chemist  and 
druggist. — To  be  examined  in  the  chambers  of  the  Sheriff- 
Substitute  (Mr.  Fyfe),  County  Buildings,  Glasgow,  Decem- 
ber 18,  at  10.15  o'clock. 

Miller  &.  Co.,  Bilbao  Chemical-works,  46  Bilbao  Street, 
Polmadie,  Glasgow,  chemical-manufacturers. — To  be  examined 
in  Sheriff  Fyfe's  Chambers,  County  Buildings,  Glasgow, 
December  19,  at  10  o'clock. 


1Rew  Companies  &  Company  1Rews. 


Kirkwood,  Craig  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  1,0007.,  in  17. 
shares  (9C0  preference).  Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business  of 
paste,  liquid  glue,  paint  and  painters'  requisite  manufacturers, 
etc.  R.  Kirkwood  is  managing  director  with  156/.  per  annum,  and 
T.  W.  Smith  is  chairman  with  78?.  per  annum. 

Jarvie  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  10,0007.,  in  17.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business  of  glycerin- 
refiners,  soap-makers,  and  chemical-manufacturers,  now  carried 
on  by  Jarvie  &  Co.  at  the  Chemical- works,  Coatbridge.  The 
first  directors  are  H.  Jarvie,  J.  Macfarlane,  and  Robert  Tulloch. 

Charles  Day  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  2,5007.,  in  17.  shares. 
Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  purifiers,  cleaners, 
merchants,  importers  and  exporters  of  all  gums  used  for  varnish- 
making  and  other  purposes,  drysalters,  varnish  and  glue  and 
resin  manufacturers,  &c.  Registered  without  articles  of  associa- 
tion. 

G.  J.  Moulton  &  Co.  (1900)  (Limited).— Capital  20,0007.,  in 
57.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  by  G.  J. 
Moulton  &  Co.  (Limited)  at  Macclesfield  and  elsewhere,  and  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  soap-manufacturers,  oil-pressers,  oil, 
glycerin,  and  tallow  renderers  and  refiners,  chemists,  druggists, 
makers  of  botanical  extracts,  photographic-material  manufac- 
turers, etc.  The  first  directors  are  J.  Sankey,  A.  Tongue, 
and  H.  Sankey.  Registered  office,  Soho  Mills,  Macclesfield, 
Cheshire. 

Harrington's  Mineral-water  Company  (Limited).— Capital 
10,000/.,  in  17.  shares.  Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of 
mineral-water  manufacturers,  bottlers,  brewers,  and  manufac- 
turers of  and  dealers  in  aerated  liquids  and  all  drinks  and 
articles  sold  by  licensed  victuallers,  publicans,  grocers,  and 
chemists.    The   first  directors  are  R.  B.  Chessum  (chairman) 


and  C.  Cockerell.  Remuneration  75/.  per  annum  for  the  chairman 
and  507.  each  for  the  others.  Registered  office,  52  London  Road, 
Southend. 

H.  E.  Field  (Limited).— Capital  1,0007.,  in  17,  shares.  Objects  : 
To  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers  and  repairers  of  and 
dealers  in  artificial  teeth,  fillers,  cleaners,  and  extractors  of 
natural  teeth,  dentists,  dental  mechanics,  dental  surgeons,  etc. 
The  first  subscribers  are :  —  J.  Watkinson,  29  Bolton  Road, 
Walkden,  surgeon-dentist;  E.  R.  A.  Hetherton,  19  Wihner  Road, 
Birkenhead,  surgeon-dentist;  A.  E.  Tatler,  93  Breardale  Road, 
Birkenhead,  chemist;  W.  Biss,  13  Maple  Street,  Birkenhead, 
cashier;  C.  H.  Biss,  7  Maple  Street,  Birkenhead,  manager;  John 
A.  E.  Breeze,  15  Marlborough  Grove,  Birkenhead,  accountant ; 
and  W.  C.  Kemp,  13  Marlborough  Grove,  Birkenhead,  accountant. 
The  first  directors  are  C.  H.  Biss,  J.  A.  E.  Breeze,  and  W.  C. 
Kemp.    Registered  office,  88  Oxton  Road,  Birkenhead. 

Varco  (.Limited). — Capital  1077.,  in  17.  shares.  Objects  :  To 
adopt  an  agreement  with  P.  Watson  for  the  acquisition  of  a  pre- 
scription for  the  treatment  of  varicose  veins,  and  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  patent-medicine  manufacturers,  manufacturers  and 
vendors  of  "  Varco,"  ^ifcc.  The  subscribers  are  : — P.  Watson, 
2  Ashbridge  Road,  Leytonstone,  manager;  A.  B.  Bui-bridge, 
56  Langham  Road,  West  Green,  Middlesex,  manager;  C.  Roberts, 

1  Walpole  Road,   Croydon,  accountant;    Mrs.  H.  E.  Watson, 

2  Ashbridge  Road,  Leytonstone  ;  W.  Tucker,  35  Mascal  Road, 
Brixton,  S.W.,  traveller;  Mrs.  F.  A.  Burbridge,  56  Langbam 
Road,  West  Green  ;  and  C.  A.  Kiernan,  1  Penning  Street, 
St.  Olave's,  foreman. 

Charles  Luckman  it  Co.  (Limited). — Capital  1,0007.,  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  of  a  retail  chemist  and 
druggist  carried  on  by  A.  F.  Bird  at  10  Worcester  Street,  Birming- 
ham, as  "  Alfred  Bird  ct  Sons,"  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
chemists,  druggists,  manufacturers  of,  and  dealers  in,  medicines 
and  drugs,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  (each  with  one  share)  are  : — 
C.  Luckman,  Parkfield,  Alcester  Road,  Moseley,  Worcs.,  chemist; 
Mrs.  C.  Luckman,  Parkfield,  Alcester  Road,  Moseley,  Worcs.  ; 
W.  Luckman,  28  Edgbaston  Road,  Moseley,  Worcs.,  manufacturer  ; 

G.  Luckman,  33  Woodfield  Road,  King's  Heath,  Worcs.,  manu- 
facturer ;  W.  D.  Prideaux,  Ashfield  Avenue,  King's  Heath, 
Worcs.,  electroplater ;  E.  D.  Prideaux,  Ascot  Road,  Moseley, 
Worcester,  manufacturer ;  and  W.  W.  Prideaux,  Aingarth,  Stoney 
Lane,  Worcester,  manufacturer.  Charles  Luckman  is  the  first 
managing  director. 

S.  Massey  (Limited). — Capital  2,000/.,  in  1/  shares.  Objects: 
To  acquire  the  business  formerly  carried  on  by  T.  W.  Massey  at 

86  Market  Street,  Fenton,  Staffs,  to  adopt  an  agreement  between 
A.  Wedgwood  and  A.  P.  Wedgwood,  and  to  carry  on  the  business 
of  chemists,  druggists,  drysalters,  oil  and  colour  men,  makers  of 
photographic,  surgical,  and  other  apparatus,  instruments,  and 
materials,  etc.  The  first  subscribers  (each  with  one  share)  are  :  — 
A.  Wedgwood,  Wentworth  House,  Northwood,  Hanley ;  H.  V. 
Wedgwood,  Wentworth  House,  Northwood,  Hanley ;  A.  E.  Wedg- 
wood, 105  Macclesfield  Street,  Burslem ;  B.  H.  Wedgwood, 
Wentworth  House,  Northwood,  Hanley ;  A.  P.  Wedgwood, 
Wentworih  House,  Northwood,  Hanley ;  Mrs.  H.  Wedgwood, 
Wentworth  House,  Northwood,  Hanley  ;  and  J.  Warner,  4  Bagnall 
Street,  Hanley.  Registered  office,  86  Market  Street,  Fenton 
Staffs. 

Baiss  Brothers  &  Stevenson  (Limited). — Capital  100,000/., 
in  17.  shares  (70,000  5A-per-cent.  cumulative  preference).  Objects  : 
To  acquire  the  business  of  wholesale  and  manufacturing  chemists 
carried  on  by  Baiss  Brothers  it  Stevenson  at  4  Jewry  Street  and 

87  Cable  Street,  London ;  to  adopt  an  agreement  with  A.  Baiss, 
S.  S.  Baiss,  and  H.  E.  Stevenson;  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
wholesale,  retail,  and  manufacturing  chemists  and  druggists, 
analytical  and  consulting  chemists,  patent-medicine  vendors,  oil- 
and-colour  merchants,  distillers,  perfumers,  soap-makers,  tobacco- 
nists, mineral-water  manufacturers,  drysalters,  makers  of  elec- 
trical, mechanical,  photographic,  and  scientific  apparatus  and 
materials,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  (each  with  one  preference 
share)  are: — W.  A.  Baiss,  4  Jewry  Street,  E.G.,  wholesale  drug- 
gist; F.  Goddall,  7  Oxonian  Street,  East  Dulwich,  S.E.,  clerk; 
J.  Everington,  1  Arundel  Street,  W.C.,  surveyor;  G.  G.  Baiss, 
4  Jewry  Street,  E.C.,  wholesale  druggist;  A.  H.  Odle,  12  Drake- 
fell  Road,  St.  Catherine's  Park,  S.E.,  clerk  ;  H.  E.  Fifield, 
23  Maze  Hill,  Greenwich,  clerk  ;  and  E.  Wells,  57  Dupont  Road, 
Raynes  Park,  clerk.  The  number  of  directors  is  not  to  be  less 
than  two  nor  more  than  five  ;  the  first  are  A.  Baiss,  S.  S.  Baiss, 

H.  E.  Stevenson,  and  W.  A.  Baiss.  Qualification,  1,0007.  Re- 
muneration as  fixed  by  the  company. 


South  London  School  of  Pharmacy  (Limited). — We 
have  already  noted  the  p'oposed  reconstruction  of  this 
company.  At  a  meeting  of  the  shareholders  held  at  325 
Kennington  Road,  S.E.,  on  December  5,  Mr.  Arthur  V. 
Lovel1,  accountant,  was  appointed  liquidator. 
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Parke's  Drug-stores  (Limited)  — The  sixth  annual 
report  of  the  directors  and  balance-sheet  for  the  year  ending 
September  30,  1900,  show  a  net  profit  of  5,116/.  14s.  9d.,  out 
of  which  have  been  paid  an  interim  dividend  on  the  ordinary 
shares,  also  twelve  months'  dividend  on  the  preference  shares, 
all  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum,  togtther  absorbing 
2,570/.  A  sum  of  1,132/.  has  been  placed  to  the  reserve 
fund,  which  now  amounts  to  6  610/.  Oat  of  the  balance, 
1,414/ ,  the  directors  recommend  a  final  dividend  on  the 
ordinary  shares  of  4|  per  cent,  for  the  half-year,  making, 
with  the  interim  dividend  of  3  per  cent,  already  paid,  7J  per 
cent,  for  the  year.  The  annual  meeting  will  ba  held  at 
Winchester  House,  E.G.,  on  Thursday,  December  20. 

Baiss  Brothers  &  Stevenson  (Limited). — This  old- 
established  business  of  wholesale  druggists  and  manufacturing 
chemists  has  been  converted  into  a  limited-liability  company 
for  family  reasons,  with  a  share  capital  of  100,000/.,  divided 
into  70,000  5§-per-cent.  cumulative  preference  shares  of  11. 
each  and  30,000  ordinary  shares  of  1/.  each.  The  present  issue 
is  60,000  5£  percent,  preference  and  30,000  ordinary  shares, 
of  which  the  vendors  take  20,000  preference  and  the  whole  of 
the  ordinary  shares  as  part  payment  of  the  business,  so  that 
the  present  partners  (Messrs.  Arnold  Baiss,  S.  S.  Baiss,  and 
H.  E.  Stevenson,  Mr.  W.  A.  Baiss  joining  them  as  a  director) 
retain  a  large  interest  in  the  company.  The  remaining 
40,000  preference  shares  are  now  offered  for  public  subscrip- 
tion. Details  of  the  concern  are  fully  stated  ia  an  adver- 
tisement in  this  issue.  We  may,  however,  state  that  the 
selling-price  of  the  business  is  fixed  by  the  vendors  at 
70  000/.  The  annual  profits  during  the  past  five  years 
average  7,082/  5s.  9d.,  much  more  than  sufficient  to  pay  the 
interest  on  the  present  issue  of  shares.  The  gentlemen 
named  above  will  act  as  directors  for  at  least  ten  years 
The  list  of  applications  was  opened  on  Wednesday, 
December  12,  and  closes  on  Saturday,  December  }5,  so 
that  any  subscribers  who  wish  shares  should  apply  at  once. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Mr.  William  Arnold  Baiss 
(primus),  the  founder  of  this  business,  was  until  1833  a 
partner  in  the  firm  of  Drew,  Haywood  &  Baiss.  He  started 
on  his  own  account  as  a  wholesale  druggist  in  1833,  and 
some  time  afterwards  took  his  brother,  Mr.  Jaxes  Baiss,  into 
partnership.  The  business  has  gone  on  uninterruptedly 
since  then,  and,  in  addition  to  its  important  home  connec- 
tion, it  has  acquired  a  large  colonial  and  foreign  trade.  The 
present  members  of  the  Baiss  family  are  descendants  of  the 
founders,  and  it  is  chiefly  through  them  that  the  present 
reputation  of  the  business  has  been  established,  while  Mr. 
H.  E.  Stevenson  brought  to  it  an  exceptional  experience  of 
colonial  and  foreign  trade. 

Magor  (Limited). — At  the  adjourned  meeting,  held  on 
December  6,  at  Birmingham,  Mr.  T.  Needham,  who  presided, 
explained  that  the  differences  between  the  directors  and  Mr. 
Bayley,  the  former  managing  director,  had  been  arranged, 
but  Mr.  Bayley  made  a  stipulation  that  the  limit  in  which  he 
could  trade  (which  in  the  original  agreement  was  fixed  at 
fifty  miles)  should  be  reduced  to  fifteen  miles.  This  the 
directors  could  not  accept.  They  paid  Mr.  Bayley  10,000/. 
for  his  businesses  along  with  this  condition,  which  was 
entered  into  by  all  the  other  vendors,  and  it  was  to  the 
interests  of  the  shareholders  that  it  should  not  be  given  up. 
Mr.  Cottrell  (Mr.  Bayley's  solicitor)  replied  that  Mr.  Bayley 
took  the  purchase-price  of  10,000/.  in  snares  in  the  company, 
and  at  the  present  time  was  the  largest  shareholder,  so  that 
he  had  not  lined  his  pockets.  Before  he  sold  his  business  to 
Magor  (Limited)  it  was  making  1,000/. ;  since  he  joined  the 
company  he  had  been  making  an  average  of  only  300/.  a 
year.  He  declared  that  the  reduction  of  the  trading-limit 
would  not  make  a  difference  of  one  halfpenny  to  the  share- 
holders. As  an  alternative  he  offered,  on  Mr.  Bayley's 
behalf,  to  surrender  all  his  shares  and  take  back  his 
business.  Mr.  Joseph  Ansell  described  this  proposition  as 
impossible.  Mr.  Bayley,  in  the  course  of  a  speech,  declared 
that  the  cause  of  his  dismissal  from  the  beard  was  that  he 
would  not  consent  to  the  disposal  of  the  business  to 
Needham  (Limited)  for  Needham  (Limited)  shares.  He 
asked  how  it  was  that  the  chairman  should  be  able  to  have 
two  shops  in  Birmingham  while  he  was  debarred.  Mr. 
Needham  replied  that  the  reason  was  that  he  had  no 
contract  with  Magor  (Limited),  and.  further,  he  bought  the 
shops  absolutely  for  the  company  when  the  shareholders 


thought  it  advisable  to  infuse  the  two  companies.  After 
considerable  discussion  a  settlement  was  arrived  at  by  the 
inclusion  of  a  clause  in  the  terms  of  agreement  to  the  effect 
that,  in  the  event  of  Mr.  Bayley  applying  for  a  modification 
of  the  fifty-mile  limit,  and  failing  to  agree  with  the 
directors,  he  should  be  allowed  to  bring  the  matter  before 
the  general  body  of  the  shareholders. 


Sraoe  Botes. 


Cacodylates. — Messrs.  Squire  k  Sons,  413  Oxford  Street 
W.,  are  manufacturing  pure  cacodylic  acid  and  its  sodium 
salts,  and  are  supplying  pharmacists  with  them. 

Guaiacol  Derivatives. — It  will  be  noted  that  Messrs. 
Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Cx,  Cjleman  Street,  E.G.,  have 
acquired  the  patent  rights  of  ductal  and  creosotal. 

"Fabrique  London,"  the  telegraphic  address  of  Mr. 
Reginald  W.  Barker,  patent  agent,  53  Ludgate  Hill,  E.C.,  has 
been  omitted  from  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary, 
1901.    Subscribers  please  note. 

Messrs.  Ayrton  &  Saunders,  of  Liverpool,  ask  us  to 
inform  our  subscribers  that  the  offer  which  they  made  in 
the  C.  <$'  B.  advertisement  last  week  of  a  dozea  sachets 
gratis  is  "off,"  but  they  have  supplied  all  who  responded  to 
the  offer. 

Pure  Sugar. — A  propos  of  the  arsenical-beer  and  sugar 
scare,  it  is  worth  mentioning  that  the  Glebe  Sugar-refining 
Company,  of  Greenock,  guarantee  the  "Glebe"  sugars  to  be 
free  from  chemical  contamination,  for  in  refining  the  raw 
cane-sugar  as  imported  they  use  no  chemicals,  and  sulphuric 
acid  or  other  derivatives  of  sulphur  never  cjme  in  contact 
with  the  sugar. 

Price-list. — The  new  illustrated  price-list  of  packed 
goods,  perfumery,  toilet-requisites,  &c ,  of  Messrs.  Evans, 
Gadd  &  Co  ,  Exeter  and  Bristol,  is  above  the  average  in 
paper  and  printing,  as  price-lists  gi.  The  illustrations  show 
that  the  firm  put  up  some  attractive  proprietaries,  and  many 
likely  side-lines  may  be  observed  in  a  casual  perusal  of  the 
sixty-four  folios.  Any  chemist  writing  to  Fore  Street, 
Exeter,  can  have  a  catalogue  free  and  judge  for  himself. 

Messrs.  F.  H.  Faulding  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists  and 
distillers  of  eucalyptus  oil,  have  opened  a  London  office  at 
54  Great  Tower  Street,  E.C.,  under  the  management  of  Mr. 
W.  T.  Treadaway.  They  were  formerly  represented  by  Mr. 
Philip  Dakers,  and  latterly  by  Messrs.  Sharland  &;  Co.  The 
close  approach  of  federation  in  the  Australian  colonies  is 
partly  responsible  for  the  new  departure.  Mr.  Treadaway  has 
a  special  knowledge  of  the  Australian  drug-trade,  and  till 
recently  was  manager  of  one  of  the  large  drug-businesses  in 
Sydney. 

For  Christmas  — The  showroom  of  Messrs.  G.  B.  Kent  & 
Sons  (Limited)  at  Farringdon  Boad,  E.C ,  is  full  of  choice 
Christmas  gifts.  The  perfection  to  which  decorative  art  and 
elegance  have  attained  in  the  production  of  the  toilet- 
articles  included  in  Messrs.  Kent's  special  lines  is  shown  in 
the  latest  set  of  brushes  produced  by  the  firm.  The  "set" 
comprises  two  hair-brushes,  a  hat  and  a  cloth  brush,  all 
having  aluminium  backs,  richly  chased  in  Japanese  designs. 
The  "  aluminium-back  set  "  is  selling  well  at  present,  we  are 
told,  and  on  inspection  we  are  not  surprised  to  hear  it. 
Another  useful  Christmas  gift  to  a  photographic  friend  is 
provided  by  Messrs  Kent  in  the  Film  Negative  Storage 
Album,  for  the  safe  and  portable  storing  of  developed  films. 
The  album  is  divided  into  stout  transparent  pockets,  and 
is  made  for  all  the  different  s!zes  of  films.  Each  pocket  is 
numbered,  and  can  thus  be  readily  indexed. 

Calendars. — The  pictorial  hanging  calendar  for  1901 
just  issued  by  Spratts'  Patent  (Limited),  of  24  Fenchurch 
Street,  E.C,  will  not  only  be  useful  as  a  reminder  of  the 
flight  of  Time,  but  will  serve  another  important  (and — to 
many— interesting  purpose)  by  faithfully  depicting  the  in- 
numerable types  of  dogs  with  which  our  world  is  inhabited. 
There  are  pictures  of  forty-one  breeds  of  dogs  besides  draw- 
ings of  pheasants,  partridges,  domestic  fowls,  and  cage  birds 
scattered  throughout  the  twelve  pages  of  the  year,  and  on 
the  back  of  each  page  much  useful  technical  information  is 
given.  To  those  of  our  subscribers  who  write  at  once  enclos- 
ing a  If/,  stamp  for  postage  Messrs.  Spratt  will  forward  a  copy. 
Foreign  subscribers  are  urged  particularly  to  make  early 
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application.— The  "Kennel  Diary,"  1901,  also  Issued 
by  Messrs.  Spratts'  Patent  (Limited),  is  an  elegant  and 
neat  pocket-diary,  which  will  be  found  of  considerable 
value  to  both  amateur  and  professional  dog-breeders.  It 
contains  innumerable  practical  hints  on  the  breeding  of 
dogs,  a  list  of  clubs  and  secretaries,  all  about  dog-shows, 
calculating-tables,  pedigree-registers,  and  many  other  useful 
things. — The  calendar  1901  of  the  "  Sanitas "  Company 
(Limited),  Bethnal  Green,  E.,  is  in  red  and  raised  lettering 
on  a  white  ground  with  "tear-off"  monthly  sheets  in  blue, 
the  figures  being  printed  in  clear  bold  type.  A  complete 
list  of  the  "  Sanitas  "  preparations  is  printed  down  each  side 
of  the  card  without  interfering  unduly  with  the  legibility  of 
the  monthly  calendar. 


1Roveltte0. 


NEW   SIZE   OF  LACTOPEPHNE. 

Mr.  John  Morgan  Richards,  55  Holborn  Viaduct,  E.C., 
announces  in  this  issue  that  in  future  he  will  supply  a 
2s.  9d.  size  of  lactopeptine.  This  will  be  in  tablets  only.  Mr. 
Richards  appears  to  be  confident  of  good  business  in  the  new 
line,  for  he  advises  all  chemists  to  make  a  big  show  of  it. 

THE  DIAMOND  PAD. 

This  is  the  name  which  the  Top  Not  Company,  Glasgow, 
give  to  a  pre'ty  little  embossed-silk'pad  of  perfume  which  is 
to  be  inserted  in  the  inside  of  hats.  It  can  be  used  either 
by  ladies  or  gentlemen,  and  gives  off  a  pleasant  exhalation 
of  an  antiseptic  character,  which  is  said  to  be  not  only  cool- 
ing to  the  head,  but  to  have  an  influence  in  stopping  the 
falling-off  of  the  hair.    The  pads  sell  at  7Jd.  each. 

MILNE'S  BATTIST. 

From  the  Galen  Manufacturing  Company  (Limited),  Lady- 
well,  S.E.,  we  have  received  a  sample  of  a  nice  waterproof 
material  called  "Milne's  Battist."  It  is  like  jaconet,  but 
better  in  appearance  and  durability.  It  is  prepared  with 
Pari!  rubber,  and  is  a  substitute  for  oiled  silk,  jaconet,  and 
guttapercha  tissue.  It  is,  we  are  informed,  grease-proof 
and  spirit-proof,  and  stands  steam-heat  and  the  action  of 
antis?ptics.    Retailers  would  do  well  to  get  samples. 

FROM  SNOW  HILL  BUILDINGS. 

Messes.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.  send  us  this  week 
a  sample  cf  tabloid-brand  benzonaphthol,  5  gr.  This  remedy 
is  now  much  used  for  enteric  fever  and  other  gastric  and 
intestinal  disorders  especially  common  in  the  tropics,  so 
that  this  accurately-dosed  and  portable  form  of  the  medi- 
cine is  well  suite:!  for  export.  Another  item  from  |Snow 
Hill  is  Wellcome' s  Photographic- 
exposure  Record  and  Diary  for 
1901.  Two  distinct  editions  of  this 
are  published  for  the  Northern 
and  Southern  Hemispheres,  the 
former  giving  exposure-tables  for 
use  in  countries  north  of  the 
Equator,  and  the  latter  similar  tables 
for  use  south  of  the  Equator.  Plate- 
speeds,  developing,  toning,  and  much 
other  information  given  are  in  the 
book.  It  is  daintily  bound  in  grey 
clotb.  gold-edged  and  lettered,  sells 
at  Is.,  and  helps  to  bring  photo- 
graphic business  to  the  retailer. 

ESSENTIAL  OILS. 

We  have  lately  received  from  Messrs.  Lautier  Fils,  through 
their  London  agency  at  63  Bartholomew  Close,  E.C.,  several 
samples  of  essential  oils  prepared  by  them.  One  of  the  most 
notable  of  these  oils  is  that  prepared  from  rose  geranium, 
which  is  of  exceptionally  fine  odour,  and  agrees  in  all 
physical  and  chemical  properties  with  the  standards  accepted 


by  authorities.  Another  is  lavender  oil.  This  we  find  to 
be  sp.  gr.  0-888,  rotation  6-30°  (for  100  mm.),  and  the  ester- 
content  is  38  per  cent.  The  aroma  and  body  of  this  oil  are 
good.  Amongst  the  samples  are  specimens  of  oil  of  neroli, 
vetivert,  and  concrete  oils  (such  as  orris  and  vetivert),  anel 
all  we  find  on  chemical  and  physical  examination  to  be  free 
from  contamination. 

AN  ORANGE-PEELER. 
The  orange  season  is  now  fairly  upon  us,  and  there  should 
be  a  demand  for  the  little  bone  instrument,  the  use  of  which 
we  figure  here.  It  consis's  of  a  piece  of  bone  not  unlike 
the  handle  of  a  toothbrush.  There  is  a  sharp  point  a  third 
of  the  way  down  the  peeler  by  which  the  skin  of  the  orange 


may  be  cut,  then  the  end  is  pushed  under  the  skin  in  the 
manner  shown  in  the  engraving,  whereupon  the  fruit  is 
quickly  peeled.  The  article  is  stocked  by  the  leading  and 
sundries  houses.  Apart  from  its  use  as  an  orange-peeler,  we 
have  found  it  handy  as  a  letter-opener. 

TASTELESS  PILLS. 

Messrs.  Arthur  H.  Cox  &  Co.,  of  Brighton,  have  submitted 
for  our  inspection  samples  of  their  gelatin-coated  pills  (sine 
pinhole).  The  pills,  comprising  round  and  ovoid  Blaud's  and 
pil.  rhei  co.,  are  well  finished  and  well  made,  for,  on  breaking, 
the  interior  has  the  genuine  smell,  taste,  and  appearance  of 
the  freshly-prepared  pill.    The  unbroken  pill  is  tasteless 


and  pills  may  be  obtained  in  10-gross  lots  and  upwards 
with  gelatin-coatiDg  at  Id.  per  gross  extra  on  the 
ordinary  pearl-coated  rate.  The  packed  proprietary  pills  are 
nicely  got-up,  the  1-gross  Blaud  being  in  a  neat  carton  with 
attractive  label  and  space  for  customer's  name  and  address 
to  be  printed  in'.  The  illustration  depicts  a  new  showcase 
for  the  display  of  Messrs.  Cox's  pills,  which  is  not  only  a 
useful  pill-seller  but  a  handsome  counter-adjunct.  This  they 
offer  to  chemists  practically  free. 
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Euopthalmine. — This  new  remedy  is  the  hydrochloride  of 
oxytoluylmethylvinyldiacetonealkamine.  With  such  a  name  one 
is  not  surprised  to  learn  that  valuable  properties  are  claimed  for 
it.  It  is  closely  allied  to  eucaine,  from  which  it  differs  in  pro- 
perties to  but  a  slight  degree.  It  is  a  white  crystalline  powder, 
easily  soluble  in  water. 

Copaiba. — Glueksmann  has  examined  eleven  samples  of  com- 
mercial copaiba,  of  which  at  least  five  were  adulterated,  and  finds 
that  in  those  samples  which  give  every  evidence  of  adulteration 
the  acid  and  ester  numbers  are  in  close  resemblance  to  these 
figures  for  the  pure  oleo-resin.  Hence  too  much  reliance  cannot 
be  placed  on  these  figures  in  analytically  judging  of  the  quality  of 
the  drug. 

The  Constituents  of  Saffron.— According  to  Hilger 
(Chem.  Central.,  1900,  576),  the  essential  oil  of  siffron  contains  a 
terpene,  not  identifiable  with  any  yet  described,  and  an 
oxygenated  compound  of  the  formula  C10H,sO.  A  small  quantity 
of  pinene  and  cineol  were  also  detected.  The  chief  constituent  of 
the  colouring- matter  is  a  complex  ester  in  which  stearic  and 
palmitic  acids  were  identified,  and  also  the  phytostearyl  radicle. 
A  hydrocarbon  of  the  methane  series  was  also  detected,  which 
melts  at  71°. 

The  Terpene  Fenchene. — It  was  some  time  ago  shown  to 
be  probable,  by  the  researches  of  Wallach,  that  fenchene  is  not  a 
simple  compound,  but  in  all  probability  a  mixture  of  two  or  more 
isomers.  Kondakow  and  Lutschinin  have  now  shown  this  to  be  a 
fact,  and  find  that  fenchyl  alcohol  on  splitting  off  water  yields 
tertiary,  and  not  secondary,  compounds.  The  resulting  fenchenes 
are  a  mixture  of  at  least  two  chemical  isomers,  and  possibly  of 
several  stereo-isomers.  Since  the  two  principal  bodies  obtained 
differ  not  only  in  their  boiling-points,  but  also  in  their  sp.  grs.,  it 
is  doubtful  whether  the  present  nomenclature  should  be  retained. 

A  Hew  Constituent  of  the  Urine. — According  to  W. 
Moor,  of  New  York,  there  exists  in  the  urine  a  constituent  which 
has  hitherto  escaped  detection,  and  to  which  he  attributes  the 
chief  cause  of  uremic  symptoms  and  of  the  ammoniacal  decom- 
position of  the  urine.  This  body,  he  claims,  gives  a  blue  colour 
with  ferrocyanide  of  potassium,  and  he  proposes  to  name  it 
ureine,  regarding  it  as  the  chief  constituent  of  urine.  One 
naturally  inquires  as  to  whether  the  sample  or  samples  examined 
were  normal  urine,  as  it  is  very  possible  for  a  body  giving  the 
reaction  described  to  find  its  way  into  the  urine  of  patients  taking 
drugs. 

Basin  Chemistry. — Tschirch  and  Briining  have  examined 
the  secretion  of  Picea  vulgaris,  known  as  Jura  turpentine.  They 
have  isolated  an  acid  which  they  term  picea-pimaric  acid.  It  has 
the  formula  Co0H5rtO.,,  and  after  repeated  recrystallisations  from 
methyl  alcohol  forms  well-defined  crystals  melting  at  144°-145°. 
This  acid  is  exceedingly  well  defined,  forming  crystalline  salts,  of 
which  the  potassium,  calcium,  lead,  and  silver  salts  were  analysed. 
From  the  mother  liquor  of  the  crystallisations  two  amorphous 
acids  were  obtained.  An  ethereal  oil  was  also  obtained,  but  this 
was  not  examined.  From  Pinus  Pinaster  (Bordeaux  turpentine) 
normal  pimaric  acid  was  obtained  in  considerable  quantity 
(Archiv.  der  Pharmazie,  1900,  616). 

Analysis  of  Beeswax. — The  following  details  as  to  the 
effect  of  various  adulterants  on  pure  beeswax  are  given  in  a  paper 
dealing  with  the  tests  of  the  German  Pharmacopoeia  for  that 
substance,  by  K.  Dieterich.  Although  these  details  give  nothing 
new,  they  are  so  well  tabulated  as  to  be  worth  reproducing  : — 


Adul- 
terant 

Sp.  Gr. 

Acid 
Number 

Ester 
Number 

Saponifica- 
tion 
Number 

Iodine 

Paraffin... 

raised 

raised 

raised 

raised 

lowered 

Stearic 

acid  ... 

raised 

raised 

raised 

raised 

raised 

Ceresin... 

lowered 

lowered 

lowered 

lowered 

lowered 

Carnauba 

wax  ... 

raised 

lowered 

no  influence 

Japan  wax 

raised 

raised 

raised 

raised 

no  influence 

Lard 

lowered 

raised 

raised 

raised 

Tallow  ... 

lowered 

raised 

raised 

raised 

raised 

Rosin  ... 

raised 

raised 

lowered 

raised 

raised 

We  have  on  a  previous  occasion  commented  on  the  statement  that 
paraffin  produces  the  effects  credited  to  it  in  the  above  table,  which 
surely  must  have  been  continually  reproduced  through  some 
original  slip  ;  for  it  is  impossible  for  this  substance  to  increase  the 
acid,  ester,  and  saponification  numbers. 


Gestino  for  Hrsenic  in  Beer. 

By  William  Kirkby,  F.L.S., 
Lecturer  on  Pharmacognosy,  Owens  College,  Manchester. 


THROUGH  the  courtesy  of  the  editor  of  the  Medical  Press 
and  Circular  we  have  received  an  advance  proof  of  this 
article.    Mr.  Kirkby  reviews  the  various  methods  in  use  for 
detecting  traces  of  arsenic,  particularly  referring  to  errors 
that  may  arise  through  supposed  arseniuretted  hydrogen 
containing  sulphur.    The  gist  of  the  whole  matter  is  given 
in  his  directions  for  testing,  which  are  as  follows  : — 

Preparation  of  Beer.— lb  is  advisable  in  all  cases  to  concen- 
trate the  beer  to  an  extent  which  seems  desirable  to  each  indi- 
vidual analyst.  In  carrying  this  out  it  is  important  to  dissipate  the 
sulphur  compounds  in  the  liquid,  which  have  their  origin  in 
"  bisulphite  of  lime,"  "  monocalcic  sulphite,"  "  K.M.S."  (potassium 
metabisulphite\  and  other  similar  "  preservatives  "  so  commonly 
used.    My  own  practice  is  to  acidify  and  evaporate  to  dryness  on 
a  water-bath,  and  then  dissolve  the  residue  in  distilled  water  ;  but 
this  appears  to  have  little  advantage  over  moderate  concentration. 
My  experiments  show  that  in  all  cases  it  is  advisable  to  boil  the 
concentrated  beer  with  a  little  sulphurous  acid  to  ensure  reduc- 
tion of  the  whole  of  the  arsenic  compound,  because  in  some  cases 
it  has  the  effect  of  increasing  the  arsenical  stain  as  compared  with 
stains  obtained  from  the  same  beer  which  has  not  been  treated 
with  sulphurous  acid.    The  whole  of  the  sulphurous  acid  must  be 
eliminated  by  thorough  boiling. 

The  Test.— 9  c.c.  of  prepared  beer  (reduced)  is  diluted  with 
distilled  water  to  15  c.c,  and  finally  made  up  to  20  c.c.  with  pure 
arsenic-free  hydrochloric  acid  (sp.  gr.  1-16).      This  mixture  is 
equally  divided  between  three  test-tubes  of  equal  length  and 
diameter.    Other  6  c.c.  of  prepared  beer,  in  this  case  not  reduced 
with  sulphurous  acid,  is  diluted  with  water  to  10  c.c,  and  made  up 
with  hydrochloric  acid  to  13'3  c.c,  and  divided  between  two  test- 
tubes.    Plugs  of  cotton-wool  are  prepared  for  locsely  stopping  the 
mouths  of  the  tubes,  and  four  discs  of  pure  white  filter-paper  of 
close  texture  are  each  moistened  with  one  drop,  from  the  same 
small  glass  rod,  of  a  solution  of  mercuric  chloride  (1  in  20).  In 
addition,  one  paper  disc  is  moistened  with  one  drop  of  solution  of 
lead  subacetate.    The  mercuric  papers  are  used  dry,  but  the  lead- 
paper  in  the  moist  condition.    When  everything  is  prepared, 
into  each  test-tube  is  placed  a  piece  of  arsenic  free  zinc  rod 
15  mm.  long  and  5  mm.  in  diameter,  the  cotton-wool  plugs  are 
inserted  and  two  mercuric  papers  and  the  lead-paper  are  placed 
as  caps  on  the  first  three  test-tubes,  and  two  mercuric  papers  are 
placed  on  the  second  two  test-tubes.    When  the  rate  of  evolution 
is  sluggish  in  any  individual  tube  it  may  be  accelerated  by  very 
gentle  warmth.    In  the  absence  of  arsenic  and  an  excessive 
quantity  of  sulphur  compounds,  the  mercuric  papers  remain  un- 
stained, but  in  the  majority  of  cases  a  brown  stain  is  found  on 
the  lead-paper.    I  find  that  arsenious  acid  in  the  proportion  of 
0-01  (yij;)  gr.  per  gal.  will  produce  a  faint  yellow  stain  on  the 
mercuric  papers  in  one  hour.    I  have,  therefore,  fixed  one  hour  as 
a  suitable  time-limit  for  the  process,  beyond  which  there  is  no. 
need  to  go,  except  when  testing  the  zinc  and  reagents— then  three 
or  four  hours  is  not  too  long  a  time. 

In  order  to  obtain  an  approximate  value  of  the  amount  of 
arsenic  present,   standard  tests  with  weighed   quantities  of 
arsenious  acid  should  be  put  up  in  the  same  way,  taking  care  to 
maintain  uniform  conditions.    These  must  be  carried  out  with  an 
arsenic -free  beer,  otherwise  if  water  is  used  an  error  of  as  much  as 
50  per  cent,  may  arise  ;  the  evolution  of  the  gas  in  the  beer  being 
scarcely  more  than  one-half  the  rate  it  is  in  water.    With  each 
set  of  experiments  for  the  day  I  find  it  desirable  to  put  on  a  new 
set  of  standards,  as  the  colours  are  to  a  certain  extent  affected  by 
light.    The  standards  I  use  are  for  0'05  milligramme  of  arsenious 
acid  (As4O0),  0-04  mgm.,  0-03  mgm.,  0-02  mgm.,  0'01  mgm  and 
0-005  mgm.    In  addition  to  the  standards,  I  also  use  control  tests 
of  reagents  made  up  with  water  and  beer.  ...... 

The  chief  and  undoubted  value  of  this  test  is  it  indicates  the 
presence  of  one  part  of  arsenic  in  a  million  parts  of  fluid. 

We  quote  the  foregoing  on  account  of  its  interest  at  the 
present  time.  We  may  recall  the  article  on  the  applica- 
tion of  the  test  (Guizot's,  and  used  in  the  B.P.  for  detecting 
arsenium  in  glycerin)  by  Mr.  F.  C.  J.  Bird  in  the  C.  4'  D., 
June  30,  1900,  page  1073. 


How  to  Bleach  Charcoal— "  Can  you  tell  me  a  process 
by  which  charcoal  can  be  bleached?"  was  the  question 
asked  by  a  non-modern  medical  man  recently  of  a  Birming- 
ham pharmaceutical  chemist.  The  pharmacist  disappointed 
the  medico  by  saying  he  could  not. 
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personalities. 


Mr.  Thomas  Tickle  and  Mr.  P.  E.  F.  Perreies,  former 
Bell  scholars,  have  taken  the  B.Sc.  London. 

MR.  Thomas  Christy,  F.L  S  ,  of  Old  Swan  Lane.  E.C.,  is, 
under  medical  advice,  spending  the  winter  in  Egypt  this 
year. 

Mr.  H.  Theo.  Davies,  of  Messrs.  H.  Theo.  Davies  & 
Bellair,  148  Clarence  Street,  Sydney,  N.S.W.,  is  now  in 
London. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Turner,  chemist,  20  Bury  Street,  Holborn, 
W.C.,  has  been  elected  a  member  of  the  Holborn  Borough 
Council. 

Mr.  F.  Bird,  chemist  and  druggist,  whose  election  to  the 
Coventry  School  Board  we  noted  last  week,  has  been 
unanimously  elected  Chairman  of  that  body. 

Mr.  Ralph  R.  Farsham,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Christ- 
church,  N.Z.,  is  returning  by  the  China  on  December  14, 
after  a  pleasant  six  months'  holiday  in  Europe. 

Miss  Sarah  E.  B.  Hill,  daughter  of  Mr.  Arthur  Hill, 
chemist,  Cheltenham,  and  a  student  at  the  Aberystwyth 
College,  has  taken  the  B.A.  degree  of  the  London  University. 

Mr.  W.  Lionel  Cannar,  who  hitherto  has  been  repre- 
senting a  London  firm  of  label-printers,  is  now  acting  in 
London  in  a  similar  capacity  for  Messrs.  Harrison  &  Waide, 
the  well-known  Leeds  printers.  Mr.  W.  B.  Cartwright,  who 
formerly  represented  the  firm  in  London,  is  now  to  cover 
the  North  of  England. 

To  those  of  our  readers  who  are  governors  or  subscribers 
of  the  Commercial  Travellers'  Schools  we  are  asked  to  com- 
mend for  votes  the  case  of  Richard  J.  Kear,  aged  9,  whcse 
father,  the  late  Mr.  F.  A.  Kear,  for  twenty-seven  years  in  the 
employment  of  Mes-rs.  Spratt's  Patent  (Limited),  died 
suddenly  on  September  18  last,  leaving  a  widow  and  ten 
children. 

Mr.  Albert  E.  Holden  and  Mr.  Norman  Holden,  of 
Messrs.  Fairchild  Brothers  &  Foster,  New  York,  left  for  New 
York  by  the  Kaiser  Wilhelm  der  Grosse  on  Wednesday,  after 
a  successful  business-trip  in  this  country.  We  regret  to 
hear  that  they  have  lost  their  father  in  a  tragic  manner,  he 
having  been  drowned  in  Lake  Ontario  while  on  a  hunting- 
expedition. 

Mr.  F.  T.  Sursham,  chemist  and  druggist,  5  St.  Paul's 
Churchyard,  E.C.,  whose  name  appeared  in  the  list  recently 
issued  by  the  Registrar  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  as 
having  no  registered  address,  desires  to  state  that  his 
address  is  still  as  above,  and  as  it  appears  in  the  Register  of 
Chemists  and  Druggists  for  1900.  Mr.  Sursham  regrets 
■(like  many  other  correspondents)  that  the  Registrar  did 
not  either  refer  to  the  "  London  Directory,"  write,  or  make 
some  inquiry  before  putting  him  in  the  list. 

Mr.  Francis  Kemp,  of  Sydney.  N.S.W.,  left  London  on 
Tuesday  of  this  week  to  join  the  Oroya  at  Marseilles.  During 
his  three  months'  stay  in  this  country  Mr.  Kemp  has  arranged 
with  a  number  of  leading  houses  to  represent  them  in 
Australia.  A  feature  of  his  representation  in  the  case  of 
several  proprietaries  is  to  supply  the  goods  on  an  anti- 
cutting  basis.  Mr.  Kemp  has  had  the  assistance  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  P.A.TA.  in  formulating  a  scheme  which 
will  be  discussed  by  the  pharmaceutical  authorities  in 
Sydney.    We  shall  have  more  to  say  about  the  matter  later. 

The  Hon.  F.  S.  Grim-wade,  M.L.C.,  figures  as  a  "Man 
of  To-day"  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Scientific  Australian. 
Mr.  Grimwade  is  familiar  to  British  pharmacists  as  head 
of  the  well-known  Antipodean  firm  of  Felton,  Grimwade  &;  Co., 
wholesale  druggists,  Melbourne.  Mr.  Grimwade's  career  is 
appreciatively  sketched,  the  political  side  being  most  promi- 
nently touched  upon.  He  has  been  for  many  years  in  the 
Legislative  Council  of  Victoria,  and  has  taken  a  prominent 
part  in  its  deliberations  from  the  first.  For  several  Sessions, 
the  writer  states,  Mr.  Grimwade  has  worked  unceasingly  to 
legalise  cremation.  An  excellent  portrait  of  Mr.  Grimwade 
illustrates  the  article. 


'Business  Cbanoes. 


Notices  are  inserted  free  in  this  section  if  properly  authenticated. 


Mr.  W.  H.  Johnstone,  chemist,  Penzance,  has  sold  his 
business  to  Mr.  F.  H.  Walter,  of  Southampton. 

Mr.  W.  R.  P.  Nettle,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  opened 
new  premises  at  138  Upper  Tooting  Road,  S  W. 

Mr.  P.  H.  Weston,  chemist,  has  removed  from  218  City 
Road,  E.C ,  to  17  St.  Mark's  Road,  Notting  Hill,  W. 

Mr.  H.  Richards,  chemist,  Warminster,  has  purchased 
the  business  of  the  late  Mr.  J.  V.  Toone  in  the  same  town. 

Messrs.  Timothy  White  Company  have  secured  the 
premises  36  Palmerston  Road,  Southsea,and  it  is  intended  at 
an  early  date  to  extend  their  pharmacy  at  34. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Maillard,  chemist  and  druggist,  Whitley 
Bay,  has  sold  his  branch-business  at  Gosforth  Street,  Felling, 
to  his  late  manager  there,  Mr.  William  Graham. 

Dodd's  Drug  Company,  of  70  Tottenham  Court  Road, 
have  taken  premises  at  280  Edgware  Road,  W.,  which  they 
will  occupy  as  soon  as  alterations  are  completed. 

The  Chemische  Fabrik  (formerly  Dr.  Zimmermann  &  Co.), 
of  Brougg,  Switzerland,  intimate  by  circular  that  the 
concern  was  converted  iLto  joint-stock  company  as  from 
July  1,  1900. 

Mr.  W.  Harrison,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  for  about 
forty  years  has  carried  on  business  in  Clitheroe,  has  retired 
in  favour  of  his  eldest  son,  Mr.  J.  Harrison,  who  had  also  a 
business  in  Blackburn. 

Messrs.  W.  R.  Peters  &  Co.,  drug-importers,  47  Cedar 
Street,  New  York,  intimate  that  on  January  1,  1901,  the 
name  of  the  firm  will  be  changed  to  Peters,  White  &  Co. 
Mr.  Sumner  W.  White,  the  brother  of  Mr.  F.  W.  White  (who 
is  a  partner)  will  also  be  admitted  as  a  partner. 

The  Central  Drug  Company  (Limited)  have  taken  over  the 
business  formerly  carried  on  by  Mr.  Chaplin,  chemist  and 
druggist,  at  42  High  Street,  Smethwick,  Birmingham.  The 
shop  has  been  entirely  refitted  throughout,  and  is  under  the 
managing  directorship  of  Mr.  W.  Withers,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Australasia. 

Messrs.  Knight  &  Milne,  chemists,  77  Atlantic  Road, 
Brixton,  S.W.,  have  just  completed  an  effective  alteration 
and  extension  of  their  phar  macy.  It  was  formerly  an  old- 
fashioned  looking  place,  but  Messrs.  Philip  Josephs  &  Sons, 
Old  Street,  E.C.,  took  it  in  hand,  and  completed  the  change 
without  interrupting  the  business  for  an  hour.  The  partition 
between  t  he  front  and  back  shops  was  removed,  and  a  fine 
range  of  shelving  and  drawers  put  the  whole  length  of  the 
shop  and  round  the  back  ;  the  serving-counter  was  doubled 
in  length  and  glass-cased ;  the  other  wall-fixture  has  been 
transformed  into  a  series  of  showcases,  and  the  length  of 
the  shop  is  neatly  divided  by  a  handsome  dispensing-counter. 


Mrs.  Annie  L.  Jack,  Chateauguay  Basin,  Que.,  who 
conducts  the  Garden  Talks  Department  of  the  3/ontrcal 
Witness,  is  a  wonderful  woman.  Replying  to  "  Grace,"  who 
asks  for  information  concerning  grains  of  paradise,  she 
says  : — 

Yes,  there  is  a  plant  sometimes  called  by  that  name.  It  is 
cardamoms,  a  warm  aromatic  drug,  the  seeds  of  which  are  small, 
hard,  and  black.  They  are  exported  loose,  and  are  a  grateful 
stimulant,  used  to  flavour  mixtures  and  infusions.  These  seeds 
are  largely  used  in  the  East  to  correct  the  effects  of  rice,  which  is 
so  largely  eaten,  and  act  as  a  cordial  stomachic. 

Mineral  Waters  in  Egypt. — The  imports  of  mineral 
and  soda  water  into  Egypt  during  1899  were  81,374  dozen 
against  90,756  dozen"  in  1898.  The  bulk  of  the  goods 
imported  from  Great  Britain  consisted  of  Schweppe's  soda- 
water,  for  which  Egypt  is  an  important  market.  The 
imports  from  Austria-Hungary  increased,  the  demand  being 
chiefly  for  Hunyadi  Janos,  Loser  Janos,  and  Franz  Josef 
water.  The  brands  which  came  from  France  were  chiefly 
Vichy  waters  and  St.  Galmier. 
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Westminster  Mtebom, 


The  new  House  of  Commons  met  on  Monday,  December  3, 
and  until  Thursday,  December  6,  the  time  was  occupied  in 
the  sweariDg-in  of  members  and  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Gully 
as  Speaker.  On  Thursday  both  Houses  met  to  hear  the 
Queen's  Speech,  and  that  showed  that  the  business  of  the 
Session  will  be  solely  confined  to  "  Ways  and  Means."  So 
far  there  has  been  nothing  in  the  business  of  the  House 
connected  with  pharmacy.  On  Monday,  December  10,  the 
talk  upon  the  Queen's  Speech  exhausted  itself,  and  the  usual 
Address  to  her  Majesty  was  passed.  On  Tuesday  of  this 
week  Mr.  Balfour,  replying  to  Sir  Walter  Foster,  said  that 
the  South  African  Hospitals  Commission  will  report  early  in 
1901.  Several  questions  have  been  put  to  Mr.  Balfour  in 
regard  to  arsenic  in  beer,  and  on  Tuesday  he  replied  to  Sir 
Cuthbert  Quilter,  the  author  of  the  Pure  Beer  Bill,  that  one 
of  the  Inspectors  of  the  Local  Government  Board  has  visited 
the  places  affected  to  gather  information  in  regard  to  the 
subject ;  and  the  Board  has  addressed  a  circular  to  local 
authorities  recommending  that  analyses  should  be  made  of 
beer  and  articles  of  food  in  which  glucose  and  similar  sub- 
stances are  used. 


Soutb  Xonfcon  Cbemteta. 


A MEETING  of  the  chemists  of  South  London,  called 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Chemists'  Defence  Associa- 
tion, was  held  at  Brixton  Hall  on  Wednesday,  December  12, 
at  9  p.m.  Amongst  those  present  were  : — Messrs.  Brearley 
(Greenwich),  Breeze  (Streatham),  Bunker  (Borough),  Butter- 
worth  (Walworth),  Grover  (Dulwich),  Harwood  (Forest  Hill), 
Ingham  (Tooting),  Jennings  (Wandsworth  Boad),  Mason 
(Brixton),  Milne  (Brixton),  Mitchell  (Clapham),  Monaghan 
(Balham),  Sandy  (Dulwich),  Slater  (Clapham),  Smith 
(Norwood),  Stephens  (Brixton),  Shakerley  (Clapham),  and 
Wilson  (Brixton). 

Mr.  C.  J.  G.  Bunker  was  voted  to  the  chair,  and  called 
upon  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  to  address  the  meeting,  which  he  did, 
the  P.A.T.A.  and  CD.  A.  being  his  subject.  Various  questions 
were  put,  which  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  replied  to,  and  the  meeting 
resolved  to  support  the  Associations. 

The  Pharmacy  Bill. 

The  Chairman  intimated  that  some  of  those  present  wished 
to  discuss  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  and  he  suggested  that  Mr. 
Glyn-Jones  should  tell  them  briefly  what  the  special  features 
of  the  draft  Bill  were.  This  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  did,  pointing 
out  that  the  main  idea  of  the  Bill  was  not  to  create  fresh 
principles  of  pharmacy  legislation,  but  to  improve  the 
machinery  of  the  1858  Act  in  order  that  the  principles 
decided  by  the  Legislature  over  thirty  years  ago  should  be 
given  effect  to. 

Mr.  Bunker  said  that  some  of  the  North  of  England  men 
had  taken  up  a  position  of  no  compromise  to  the  companies. 
He  never  thought  that  that  was  practicable,  and  in  his 
opinion  the  present  Bill  was  the  most  reasonable  the  Council 
had  ever  drafted. 

Mr.  Ingham  thought  the  term  "  keeper  of  a  shop  "  should 
be  defined,  as  he  was  afraid  that  the  resident  manager 
might  be  held  to  be  the  "  keeper  of  the  shop."  He  suggested 
the  following  definition : — 

By  the  term  "  keeper  of  open  shop  "  is  meant  the  proprietor  of 
such  shop — that  is,  the  person  or  persons,  or  the  directors,  for  the 
time  being,  of  the  corporation  or  company,  on  whose  behalf  the 
business  is  carried  on  in  the  said  shop. 

Did  the  penalty  of  51.  mean  51.  for  every  day,  or,  if  not, 
how  often  ? 

Mr.  Brearley  wished  to  know  if  shops  owned  by  the 
widow  of  a  chemist  would  be  subject  to  the  restrictions 
of  the  new  Bill. 

Mr.  Mitchell  said  he  approved  of  giving  the  Society  power 
to  ask  the  name  of  the  person  who  sold  the  poison,  and 
asked  if  the  Society  would  be  able  to  demand  that  poisons 
should  be  sold  as  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  ? 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  replied  that  the  keeper  of  the  open  shop 
was  the  owner  of  the  business,  but  he  was  sure  Mr.  Ingham's 
suggestions  would  receive  the  attention  of  the  Society's 
solicitors.  All  the  provisions  of  the  new  Bill  would  apply 
to  any  shop  where  poisons  were  sold,  whether  owned  by  a 


widow,  company,  or  qualified  chemist.  Ireland  would  be 
included  in  the  reciprocity  scheme  as  a  part  of  the  British 
Empire. 

Mr.  Johnston  then  moved  "  that  the  meeting  approve  the 
draft,  and  pledge  itself  to  assist  in  its  becoming  law," 
which  Mr.  Milne  seconded,  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 


Uruguayan  Pharmacy  Bill. 

Thk  Montevideo  Times  recently  made  a  violent  attack,  in  a  series 
of  articles,  on  a  "Bill  for  the  Regulation  of  Pharmacies  and 
Druggists,"  which  the  National  Council  of  Hygiene  have  placed 
before  the  Legislature.  From  these  articles  we  gather  that  the 
promoters  of  the  Bill  seek  to  have  it  enacted  that  no  unqualified 
person  may  in  future  establish  a  pharmacy  in  the  Republic ; 
every  pharmacy  must  be  the  property  of  a  pharmaceutist  as 
owner,  co-owner,  or,  at  least,  industrial  partner.  Existing  phar- 
macies owned  by  persons  not  diplomaed  pharmacists,  may  not  be 
sold  or  transferred  unless  to  professional  pharmaceutists.  It 
would  be  compulsory  for  every  pharmacy  to  keep  a  supply  of 
drugs,  preparations,  utensils,  apparatus,  fee,  according  to  a  list 
framed  by  the  National  Council  of  Hygiene.  Another  section 
enacts  that  the  managing  pharmaceutist  must  habitually  live  on 
the  business  premises.  The  sections  which,  however,  seem  to  rouse 
most  flagrantly  the  ire  of  the  Montevideo  Tunes,  are  those  deal- 
ing with  the  sale  of  pharmaceutical  specialities  and  proprietary 
articles.  The  sale  of  pharmaceutical  specialities  ("by  which  is 
meant  '  patent  medicines,' "  writes  the  outraged  editor)  the 
Council  would  confine  solely  to  pharmacists.  Not  only  that,  but 
"  a  patent  medicine  must  have  a  rational  name  indicating  its 
principal  ingredients,  specifying  on  the  label  the  quantity  of  each 
and  the  dose,"  and  "  every  patent  medicine,  native  or  foreign,  not 
fulfilling  the  foregoing  conditions  shall  be  considered  a  secret 
remedy,  and  the  sale  of  secret  remedies  is  absolutely  prohibited." 
Pharmaceutists  will  be  permitted  to  sell  their  own  specialities 
provided  the  formula  is  published  on  the  label  and  the  formula, 
composition,  and  process  for  a  patent  medicine  must  be  submitted 
to  the  Council  of  Hygiene  before  its  sale  will  be  allowed. 
Foreign  patent-medicines  of  every  kind,  whether  inscribed  or  not 
in  known  pharmacopoeias,  may  only  be  sold  by  previous  author- 
isation of  the  Council  of  Hygiene,  which  must  be  solicited  by  a 
native  pharmaceutist,  who  shall  specify  its  formula  and  origin. 
Furthermore  a  duty  of  §10  gold  is  to  be  paid  for  the  authorisation 
of  the  sale  of  each  foreign  patent-medicine,  two  years  being 
allowed  after  the  promulgation  of  the  proposed  law  to  clear  out 
the  proscribed  patents  and  stock.  The  Montevideo  Times  de- 
voted four  leading  articles  to  ridiculing  the  proposed  regulations, 
their  arguments  being  somewhat  weakened  by  an  obvious  special 
pleading  on  behalf  of  the  proprietors  of  patent-medicines.  Undue 
interference  with  the  liberty  of  the  subject  and  cruel  restriction 
of  the  glorious  freedom  of  trade  are  the  principal  arguments  put 
before  the  public  against  a  measure  which  is,  perhaps,  too  ideal 
in  its  tendencies  to  be  practicable. 


Christmas  Holidays. — The  offices,  warehouses,  and 
wharf  of  Messrs.  John  Phillips  &  Sons,  sponge-importers, 
will  be  closed  from  Friday,  December  21,  until  the  following 
Thursday  morning.  Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons,  Stratford, 
E ,  intimate  that  their  warehouses  will  be  closed  from 
midday  Saturday,  December  22,  until  Thursday  morning, 
December  27,  and  also  for  stocktaking  on  December  31. — 
The  works  and  offices  of  the  "  Sanitas  "  Company  (Limited) 
will  be  closed  from  Saturday,  December  22,  to  Thursday, 
December  27. 

How  Not  to  Do  it. — If  you  see  a  customer  enter,  turn 
your  back  and  look  at  some  bottles  on  the  shelf.  It  has  an 
air  of  sociability. 

Always  have  the  floor  of  your  store  mopped  up  in  the  busy 
time  of  the  day.  It  impresses  the  customer  with  the  idea 
that  you  value  cleanliness.  This  should  also  apply  to  your 
windows. 

Never  take  off  your  hat  as  you  enter  the  door ;  people 
who  are  not  acquainted  with  you  will  think  you  are  a 
customer. 

Never  put  up  a  prescription  in  less  than  half  an  hour 
after  you  receive  it.    You  are  the  best  judge  of  urgency. 

Always  make  200  per  cent,  on  a  prescription.  Your 
prices  will  always  show  that  you  use  the  best  drugs  and 
chemicals. 

If  a  lady  should  ask  you  about  perfumes,  take  an  atomiser 
and  spray  some  into  her  eyes.  When  she  sees  how  lavish 
you  are  with  it  she  will  appreciate  its  value. 

Never  change  the  contents  of  your  showcases.  Cus- 
tomers who  have  been  coming  in  for  years  might  miss  the 
sight  of  "  old  friends." 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


The  Pharmacy  Bill. 

Sir, — It  is  scarcely  credible  that  the  Law  and;Parlia- 
mentary  Committee  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  do  not 
know  the  meaning  of  the  phrase  "  open  shop,"  but  in  the 
first  sentence  of  their  draft  Bill  they  certainly  use  it  as  if 
they  did  not.  They  there  make  a  distinction  between 
keeping  open  shop  and  open  shops.  The  distinction  is,  of 
course,  a  false  one.  A  man  may  keep  "open  shop"  in  a 
dozen  shops,  just  as  he  may  keep  "  open  house  "  in  a  dozen 
houses,  but  he  only  keeps  "  open  shop  "  after  all.  The  words 
"or  shops  "  in  this  sentence  are  therefore  meaningless,  and 
should  be  struck  out. 

Yours  truly, 

Epworth,  December  8.  C.  C.  Bell. 

Sir, — There  are  two  sides  to  every  question.  Surely  some 
amendment  should  be  made  in  the  proposed  "  New  Pharmacy 
Act  "  such  as  not  to  apply  to  companies  registered  previous 
to  1901,  so  as  to  safeguard  the  vested  interest  of  those  who 
have  in  a  legal  manner  invested  the  whole  of  their  capital 
in  many  of  the  smaller  companies,  and  to  whom  the  measure 
in  its  present  form  would  mean  absolute  ruin  ?  It  is  to  be 
hoped  the  larger  and  more  influential  companies  will  oppose 
it  by  every  means  in  their  power  as  a  harsh,  unjust,  and 
inquisitorial  measure.  Eegistered  owners  of  small  branches 
should  also  oppose,  or  they  will  find  their  liberty  curtailed, 
as  many  branches  carried  on  under  supervision  by  unqualified, 
but  none  the  less  thoroughly  reliable,  men  now  paying  would 
have  to  be  closed  as  they  would  not  do  under  increased  ex- 
penses. Many  supply  the  public  need  as  much  or  more  than 
larger  concerns. 

Fairplay.  (12/68.) 

Sir, — I  was  pleased  to  observe  by  your  leader  of  last  week 
that  you  agree  almost  entirely  with  the  draft  of  proposed 
Pharmacy  Bill.  If  you  will  carefully  look  the  draft  up  again 
perhaps  you  will  see  that  one  of  the  main  points  has  been 
entirely  omitted — viz.,  the  dispensing  of  medical  prescrip- 
tions— and  that  it  does  not,  as  you  assume,  reach  as  far  as 
the  Irish  level.  The  amended  Irish  Act  of  53  and  54  Vict., 
cap.  xlviii  ,  Sections  17  and  18,  distinctly  mentions  "dis- 
pensing and  compounding  of  medical  prescriptions,"  and  here, 
I  think,  is  the  great  loophole  and  oversight  in  our  proposed 
Bill.  Why  should  not  the  people  of  England  be  equally 
protected  against  unqualified  dispensing,  as  they  are  in 
Ireland?  This  is  surely  an  English  and  not  an  Irish  injus- 
tice It  will  still  be  competent  for  any  person  or  combina- 
tion of  persons  to  carry  on  in  as  many  shops  as  they  please  the 
business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist  provided  they  abstain 
from  the  use  of  titles,  from  the  sale  of  scheduled  poisons, 
and  from  registration  under  the  proposed  Act. 

Yours,  fee, 

South  Shields,  December  11.  Alexander  Ellis. 

[We  said  the  Bill  reaches  the  Irish  level  in  respect  to  each  open 
shop  requiring  the  supervision  of  a  registered  person,  and  we  dealt 
solely  with  what  is  in  the  Bill.  We  think  it  would  have  been 
exceedingly  unwise  for  the  Council  to  have  loaded  the  Bill  with 
the  matters  mentioned  by  Mr.  Ellis ;  and  the  curriculum  and  reci- 
procity clause  is  tolerable  because  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies 
has  interested  himself  in  this  subject,  and  as  the  Council  promised 
Colonial  Pharmacy  Boards  to  deal  with  the  matter  when  the 
opportunity  arose,  it  is  quite  possible  that  if  a  Bill  were  submitted 
to  the  Government  without  such  a  clause,  one  would  be  put  in, 
or  the  Government  would  oppose  the  measure.  The  main  point, 
however,  is  the  company  question.  Let  us  deal  with  that  and 
get  it  over.  We  shall  lose  little  by  waiting  for  the  rest. — 
Editoe.J 


Sir, — The  long-looked-for  Bill  is  now  before  the  country, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  we  will  have  a  good  deal  of  criticism 
immediately.  This  is  not  a  case,  however,  in  which  criticism 
is  very  desirable.  I  would  rather  hope  that  chemists 
throughout  the  country  will  make  an  effort  to  follow  in  Ihe 
steps  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  by  sinking  differences, 
and  giving  hearty  and  unanimous  support  to  a  Bill  which 
has  by  far  the  most  hopeful  future  of  any  yet  placed  before 
us.  I  have  no  doubt  a  few  will  object  to  Clause  1,  as 
chemists  who  keep  branch-shops  will  be  forced  by  it  to  have 
qualified  managers  in  them.  This,  however,  is  only  logical 
and  reasonable,  and  the  very  fact  of  this  clause  affecting 
chemists  as  well  as  stores  will  induce  the  House  of  Commons 
to  view  the  Bill  favourably.  If  ever  pharmacy  is  to  be 
emancipated,  now  is  the  time  for  every  man  to  sink  self  and 
work  heartily  for  the  good  of  all.  Clause  2  will  not  meet 
with  much  opposition  anywhere  outside  store  circles ;  and 
Clause  3  is  the  child  of  the  Lord  Chancellor.  I  would  not 
be  astonished  if  Clause  4-  has  to  be  modified  later  on,  but 
meantime  it  may  very  well  stand  as  it  is.  Mr.  Ritchie 
expressed  views  antagonistic  to  it,  but  he  will  not  be  so 
intimately  connected  with  this  matter  now.  Opinion  is 
forming  every  day,  and  we  may  be  able  to  insist  on  all 
directors  being  qualified.  Clause  7  is  very  important,  and  I 
would  certainly  like  to  see  it  stand  part  of  the  Bill,  but  if 
there  are  evidences  of  great  opposition  to  it  we  can  of  course 
drop  it.  The  opposition,  however,  may  not  be  very  great.  I 
presume  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  would,  if  Clause  7 
became  law,  begin  in  due  time  to  render  it  operative  by 
introducing  a  curriculum,  extending  over  a  period  not  longer 
than  is  already  found  necessary,  in  the  case  of  pharmacy 
students.  The  introduction  of  the  "  reciprocity  "  question 
is  uniquely  timeous,  as  it  only  forms  one  more  feature  in  the 
Imperialistic  boom.  We  may  all  congratulate  the  Law  and 
Parliamentary  Committee  on  having  done  its  work  well,  and 
I  hope  the  Bill  will  be  pushed  forward,  as  circumstances  place 
it  in  a  very  favourable  position  just  now.  That  the  import- 
ance of  the  pharmacist  and  his  work  is  becoming  clearer  to 
the  public  is  evidenced  in  the  various  medical  cases  before 
the  country,  and  also  in  the  fact  that  the  London  Chamber  of 
Commerce  could  not  get  men,  within  itself  even,  to  support 
an  anti-Pharmacy  Bill. 

Dumfries,  December  10.  James  Reid. 

Mr.  Ernest  W.  Goitgh  (manager  of  Lewis  &  Burrows, 
Limited)  writing  on  his  own  behalf  and  not  in  his  capacity 
as  manager  of  the  company,  says : — Before  commenting  on 
the  Bill  it  may  interest  you  to  know  that,  apart  from  the  use 
of  the  title  of  "  chemists  and  druggists,"  the  sole  difference 
it  would  make  to  Lewis  &  Burrows  (Limited)  would  be  to 
remove  one  member  of  the  directorate.  All  the  managers 
are  "  registered  persons,"  and,  with  one  exception,  all  the 
directors. 

Regarding  the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  it  is  plain  to  the 
most  casual  observer  that  these  are  of  a  far  more  practical 
nature  than  any  previously  put  forward  by  the  Council,  nor 
are  the  reasons  far  to  seek.  Clause  1  proves  that  Mr. 
Ritchie's  caustic  comments  have  had  the  desired  effect,  and 
Clause  3  without  doubt  can  be  attributed  to  the  scorn  with 
which  the  Lord  Chancellor  treated  the  Council's  previous 
proposals.  As  duriDg  the  debate  on  the  Bill  members  of 
the  Council  freely  acknowledged  that  Clause  1  was  inserted 
owing  to  Mr.  Ritchie's  remarks,  the  question  arises,  Is  their 
repentance  on  this  point  genuine,  or  is  it  simply  a  case  of 
theoretical  acknowledgment  of  an  evil,  with  no  real  in- 
tention of  doing  away  with  it? 

In  this  connection  I  confess  that  I  regard  Clauses  5  and  6 
of  the  Bill  with  very  grave  distrust.  Quite  recently  a  very 
prominent  member  of  a  pharmaceutical  body  stated  with 
reference  to  the  Act  of  1868,  "  Pharmaceutical  Councils 
despised  the  Act.  and  never  attempted  to  make  its  principle 
virile"  (ride  Lord  Gifford  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist, 
September  22,  1900).  While  such  opinions  of  the  Council's 
administration  are  held  and  freely  mentioned,  can  anyone 
view,  otherwise  than  with  suspicion,  the  proposal  to 
administer  this  Act  in  the  most  secret  possible  manner  ? 
The  Lord  Chancellor's  suggestion  (I  believe  it  was  his)  "  that 
the  name  should  be  publicly  exposed  in  every  shop "  has 
been  ignored,  and  in  its  place  we  have  the  proposal  that  at 
reasonable  times  on  payment  of  1«.  any  member  of  the  public 
may,  by  going  to  Bloomsbury  Square,  find  out  who  owns  and 


972 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


December  15,  1900 


is  responsible  for  the  shop  at  which  such  member  of  the 
public  may  be  dealing.  Is  it  not  a  fair  inference  that  this 
is  due  to  one  or  two  things,  either  that,  if  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor's straightforward  method  had  been  adopted,  some 
highly  respected  supporters  of  the  Society  would  be  com- 
pelled to  make  very  inconvenient  disclosures,  or  that  the 
Council  do  not  honestly  intend  to  fairly  and  squarely  use 
the  power  they  ask  for  1 

Without  in  any  way  entering  into  the  academic  discussion 
on  the  restriction  of  the  title  of  "  chemist  and  druggist  "  to 
the  individual,  I  wish  to  say  that  I  am  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand what  process  of  reasoning  the  Council  intend  to  use  to 
convince  members  of  Parliament  that,  while  it  is  ^perfectly 
lawful,  in  fact  commendable,  for  four  Martindales  and  three 
Squires  to  enter  into  partnership  and  trade  as  Martindale  & 
Squire,  pharmaceutical  chemists,  yet  should  they,  for  any 
private  or  family  reason,  deem  it  expedient  to  adopt  the 
principle  of  limited  liability  and  form  a  company,  it  shall  be 
unlawful  for  the  same  seven  men  to  continue  to  use  the  title 
of  "pharmaceutical  chemists." 

We  have  here  an  entirely  new  theory— namely,  that  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  individuals,  as  individuals,  to  do  what  the 
same  individuals  combined  together  in  a  corporate  body 
shall  not  do.  The  mention  of  the  "  title  "  reminds  me  that 
in  this  proposed  Bill  the  whole  stress  rests  on  the  value  of 
the  title  and  not  on  the  individual,  and  there  is  absolutely 
nothing  to  prevent  "John  Blank,  pharmaceutical  chemist," 
setting  up  in  the  West  End  of  London,  and  trading  as 
"  W.  Martindale,  pharmaceutical  chemist,"  and  by  the  use 
(or  rather  misuse)  of  an  honoured  name  derive  a  profit 
which  he  could  not  otherwise  obtain.  It  may  be  thought  by 
some  that  such  an  idea  is  exceedingly  far-fetched  and  the 
prospect  very  remote.  I  will  content  myself  with  saying 
that  this  is  being  done  at  the  present  moment  (of  course  not 
under  the  name  mentioned). 

That  this  Bill  will  escape  amendment  when  before  Parlia- 
ment is,  I  think,  extremely  improbable,  and  personally  I 
sincerely  hope  that  the  whole  humbug  of  secrecy  will  be 
set  aside,  and  in  its  place  there  will  be  inserted  a  clause 
compelling  owners  of  businesses  to  display  their  own  names, 
and  in  the  case  of  branch  shops  divulge  the  manager's  name 
also. 

One  other  point.  Should  the  Bill  become  law,  it  would 
not  appear  to  prevent  the  following : — Mr.  Jesse  Boot  (to 
use  a  well-known  name)  could  appoint  three  of  his  qualified 
managers  to  be  directors,  and  give  a  qualified  man  charge  of 
each  shop,  himself  becoming  permanent  general  manager 
and  secretary  to  the  company,  thus  securing  for  himself 
admission  to  all  the  Board  meetings  and  virtual  control  of 
all  the  shops ;  and  as  all  companies  have  the  right  of  chang- 
ing their  directors  in  "  general  meeting "  the  simple 
expedient  of  an  "extraordinary  general  meeting"  would  at 
any  time  provide  a  means  of  instantly  dismissing  incon- 
venient "registered  persons"  from  the  directorate. 

A  Muser  (12/65)   writes :   I  am  informed  that  a  new 
operetta  is  under  rehearsal  at  the  Bloomsbury  Theatre  of 
Varieties.    It  is  entitled  "  Anathema  Maranatha,"  and  that 
sweet-voiced  tenor,  Gloahn-Jinns,  has  this  song: — 
Full  thirty  years  I've  silent  slept 

In  prim  and  painful  propinquity 
To  laggard  Lords,  while  chemists  wept 

And  railed  against  the  incongruity. 
Bold  C.  &  D.  insistent  still 

Kept  year  by  year  the  Gang  admonishing, 
It  stirred  them  not ;  they  slept  their  fill 
And  nothing  did — with  zeal  astonishing. 

I  often  thought  it  tragical, 

Fa  la  la,  Fa  la  la, 
That  Pharmacy  remained  alive, 

Fa  la  la  la. 
For  every  Cutter  and  his  pal 

By  various  methods  did  contrive 
To  make  the  public  liberal, 

And  keep  the  Gang  conservative, 
Fa  la  la,  Fa  la  la. 
They  found  the  public  liberal, 
The  Council  quite  conservative, 
Fa  la  la 

But  when  the  years  new  measures  brought, 

Aud  Councillors  with  less  somnopathy, 
The  Gang  woke  up  and  refuge  sought 

In  legislative  homoeopathy. 


For  years  they  sate  in  judgment  hall 

Like  Law-lords  robed  in  full  and  bewigged  quite  ; 

But  New  Blood  flowed  and  Deadheads  all 
Were  trundled  off  into  the  ewigheit. 

Then  let's  rejoice  with  loud  fal-lal, 

Fa  la  la,  Fa  la  la, 
That  Pharmacy  is  still  alive, 

Fa  la  la  la. 
And  every  cutter  and  his  pal, 

No  matter  how  he  does  contrive, 
Can  hope  for  treatment  liberal, 
Or  look  for  ways  conservative, 
Fa  la  la,  Fa  la  la. 
The  Council  now  is  liberal, 
The  Cutter  grown  conservative, 
Fa  la  la. 

The  Scotch.  Case. 

Sir, — In  your  issue  of  December  1  you  were  kind  enough 
to  print  a  notice  to  the  effect  that  I  would  receive  at  my 
address,  35  George  Street,  subscriptions  towards  the  fund  to 
meet  the  expenses  of  the  case  which  is  at  present  in  the 
Court  of  Session — Strachan  v.  The  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Although  I  recently  acquired  the  business  of  James  Robert- 
son &  Co.,  35  George  Street,  I  have  still  my  business  at 
193  Morningside  Road,  and  I  am  better  known  at  that 
address.  I  shall,  however,  be  happy  to  receive  contributions 
from  chemists  or  others  at  either  oE  the  above  addresses, 
which  will  be  duly  acknowledged  and  handed  over  to  those 
in  charge  of  the  case  against  the  Society.  To  those  who 
may  not  have  understood  the  intention  of  this  action  it  may 
be  stated  shortly  that  it  is  to  test  the  legality  of  the  action 
of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  refusing  to 
admit  a  student  who,  through  illness,  had  not  been  able  to 
attend  the  second  part  of  the  Minor  examination  in  Edin- 
burgh to  an  examination  held  three  months  thereafter  except 
on  payment  of  the  full  fee  of  31.  3s.  The  pursuer  claims 
that  according  to  the  by-laws  of  the  Society  the  fee  payable 
on  the  second  examination  ought  to  have  been  Is.  All  the 
connection  I  have  with  this  case  is  that  I,  as  one  of  those 
who  signed  the  petition  to  the  Privy  Council,  entirely 
sympathised  with  pursuer's  position,  and  desire  to  have  the 
matter  in  issue  authoritatively  settled  by  judicial  decision. 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  S.  Glass. 

Alleged  Fowl-poisoning. 

Sir, — I  have  read  with  some  interest  the  report  of 
"  Alleged  Fowl-poisoning  "  in  your  columns  of  December  8, 
page  906,  because  I  have  for  many  years  made  a  study  of  the 
comparative  action  of  drugs  on  man  and  the  lower  animals, 
and  am  therefore  surprised  to  read  that  the  birds  in  question 
are  supposed  to  have  come  by  their  deaths  from  strychnine. 
Stille  and  Maisch  say  ("  The  National  Dispensatory," 2nd  ed., 
page  1,363)  of  this  poison  and  its  physiological  action 
that  "  birds  appear  to  be  comparatively  insusceptible  to 
the  poisonous  action  of  this  substance — thus  in  one  experi- 
ment nux  vomica  was  given  to  a  hen  in  progressively  increas- 
ing doses,  until  it  took  2J  dr.  of  the  poison  every  day."  It  is 
stated  that  it  requires  ten  times  as  much  strychnine  to  kill  a 
chicken  as  would  suffice  for  a  pheasant.  Guy  and  Ferrier 
("Forensic  Medicine,"  4th  ed.,  page  585)  say  that 
"  nearly  all  animals  are  affected  by  strychnia  in  a 
similar  manner,"  but  they  significantly  add  "that  some 
birds,  and  particularly  hens,  are  less  susceptible  to  its 
action."  Leube  (Reichert's  Archiv.  filr  Anatomie,  1867, 
page  630)  says  "  it  takes  ten  times  as  much  to  kill  chickens 
as  other  birds,  weight  for  weight."  Under  these  circum- 
stances it  would  be  interesting  to  know  whether  the  fowls  in 
question  manifested  any  of  the  physiological  effects  of  the 
strychnine  they  were  supposed  to  have  swallowed. 

Yours  truly, 

Edward  Berdoe,  L.R.C.P.  (Ed.),  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.). 
London,  December  7. 

Fluorescence  of  Tincture  of  Gelsemium. 

Sir, — Of  late  years  I  have  noticed  that  tincture  of  gel- 
semium, prepared  after  the  modification  of  the  new  Pharma- 
copoeia, has  an  almost  entire  absence  of  that  beautiful  blue 
fluorescence  which  formerly  characterised  it.  Probably  it  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  spirit,  being  weaker,  extracts  more  of 
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the  soluble  colouring-matter,  and  so  interferes  with  the 
transmission  of  the  ultra- violet  rays.  Many  of  your  readers 
accustomed  to  prepare  this  tincture  must  have  noticed  the 
change,  and  it  would  be  interesting  to  know  exactly  how  it 
is  to  be  accounted  for — whether  by  any  change  in  the  alka- 
loidal  constituents  of  the  root  or  by  the  varied  strength  of 
the  spirit.  With  the  exception  of  quinine  solution,  few 
galenicals  exhibit  this  interesting  property  of  fluorescence, 
which  appears  to  be  a  part  of  the  same  phenomenon  as  is 
exhibited  by  the  Kontgen  rays.  Again,  I  have  noticed  that 
tincture  of  aconite  gives  a  marked  reaction  for  iron  salts 
when  dispensed  with  sodium  salicylate.  Perhaps  some  of 
your  correspondents  would  say  whether  they  have  found 
iron  an  invariable  constituent  of  aconite-root,  or  an  acci- 
dental contamination  due  to  storage  in  metal  containers. 

Yours  truly, 

Dublin,  December  10.  J.  C.  McWalter. 

Tincture  Strengths  in  Dispute. 

Sir, — As  the  last  paragraph  in  "  Irish  News "  in  the 
C.  4"  1).,  December  8,  is  not  quite  clear,  allow  us  to  state 
the  facts.  Sir  Charles  Cameron  has  reported  on  the  alcoholic 
strength  of  some  tinctures  supplied  by  us  to  two  unions. 
Compound  tincture  of  rhubarb  supplied  to  Armagh  Union, 
Tynan  Disp.,  Sir  Charles  Cameron  reported  : — 

Absolute  alcohol,  by  weight,  38'54  per  cent,  equal  to  5087  per 
cent,  alcohol  90-per-cent.  strength.  Not  correct  as  regards  spirit, 
which  should  be  at  least  50  per  cent  more. 

When  asked  for  explanation,  we  stated  that  the  equivalent 
should  be  taken  as  of  60-per-cent.  strength,  not  90-per-cent., 
and  the  Clerk  has  forwarded  to  us  Sir  ChaTles  Cameron's 
reply,  which  reads: — 

Messrs.  Boileau  &  Boyd  are  quite  right  as  to  a  clerical  error 
having  been  made  in  the  report  on  the  tincture  of  rhubarb  from 
Tynan.  The  alcohol  is  quite  correct,  but  instead  of  calculating 
its  equivalent  of  spirit  of  60-per-cent.  alcohol,  its  equivalent  of 
90-per-cent.  alcohol  was  given  (from  table)  by  the  clerk  in  making 
out  report.  I  am  very  sorry  for  the  clerical  error,  but  it  was  one 
which  was  quite  apparent. 

As  to  the  compound  tincture  of  gentian  supplied  to  Boyle 
Union,  Sir  Charles  Cameron  gave  results  of  two  separate 
analyses  : — 

Absolute  alcohol  by  weight  34-19  per  cent,  equal  to  81/71  per 
cent,  of  alcohol  45-per-cent.  strength,  and  remarked,  "  this  should 
be  90  per  cent." 

We  pointed  out  that  34T9  per  cent,  absolute  alcohol  by 
weight  was  equal  to  90T  per  cent,  of  alcohol  45-per-cent. 
strength,  and  therefore  alcoholic  strength  of  tincture  was 
perfectly  correct.  Yours  faithfully, 

Dublin,  December  11.      Boileau  &  Boyd  (Limited). 

The  Sale  of  Poisons. 

The  following  letter  by  the  Editor  of  the  C.  Sf  D. 
appeared  in  several  of  the  Metropolitan  morning  papers  on 
Saturday  and  Monday  : — 

A  report  has  been  circulated  to  the  effect  that  the  Chemical 
trade  section  of  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  resolved 
to  recommend  the  Council  of  the  Chamber  actively  to  support  in 
Parliament  a  Bill,  promoted  on  behalf  of  unqualified  persons,  to 
alter  and  amend  the  law  relating  to  the  sale  of  poisons  and 
poisonous  compounds  used  for  agricultural  and  other  trade 
purposes.  Permit  me  to  say  that  this  statement  is  incorrect.  The 
voting  was  a  tie.  The  effect  of  this  proposed  Bill  would  be  to 
remove  the  safeguard,  at  present  afforded  to  the  public  through 
the  Pharmacy  Act,  of  requiring  that  persons  who  sell  poisons 
shall  prove  by  examination  and  registration  their  qualifications 
for  so  doing.  This  proposition  is  the  antithesis  of  what  the 
Legislature  has  expressed  as  desirable.  The  Pharmacy  Act  of 
1868  is  "  an  Act  to  regulate  the  sale  of  poisons  "  and  to  regulate 
the  qualifications  of  the  sellers  thereof.  It  was  pressingly  desired 
by  the  whole  community,  and  Parliament  appointed  several  com- 
mittees to  inquire  into  the  matter.  The  1868  Act  was  the  result 
of  much  consideration  and  evidence,  and  the  select  committee 
especially  emphasised  the  necessity  of  sellers  of  poisons  being 
qualified.  The  Bill  now  being  promoted  on  behalf  of  such  shop- 
keepers as  grocers,  ironmongers,  and  seedsmen,  is  intended  to 
enable  these  traders  to  sell  poisons  without  conforming  to  the 
statutory  obligation  which  for  thirty-one  years  has  been  of  so 
great  benefit  to  the  community.  I  may  add  that  the  principle  of 
the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  has  been  extended  to  over  fifty  parts  of 
the  British  Empire  outside  Great  Britain,  and  to  emasculate  it 
now  would  be  an  Imperial  disaster  in  a  minor  sense. 


Saffron  as  a  Medicament. 

Sir, — I  notice  in  the  C.  %  D.  of  November  24  some 
remarks  by  Mr.  Abraham  on  the  medicinal  value  of  saffron. 
I  have  sold  nearly  £  cwt.  of  saffron  for  colouring  "  saffron 
cake,"  as  it  is  called  round  here.  The  cake  is  consumed  in 
Cornwall  in  large  quantities,  and  from  this  I  conclude  the 
medicinal  properties  of  saffron  are  almost  nil. 

Yours, 

Redruth.  R.  S.  Edwards. 

Smart  Assistant  (Limited). 

Sir, — The  sneer  of  Mr.  C.  Breese  with  reference  to  the 
assistant  who  caused  the  business  takings  to  rise  1,000/.  a 
year  shows  a  want  of  judgment  and  justice.  Under  certain 
circumstances  similar  results  are  often  obtained.  In  one 
place  of  business,  in  which  I  remained  two  years,  the  takings 
increased  500/.  a  year.  I  do  not  claim  any  cleverness  or 
excess  of  ability.  My  master  was  not  fond  of  work.  He 
had  not  paid  the  necessary  attention  to  his  business,  but 
preferred  waiting  upon  customers  as  they  came.  The  in- 
crease was  achieved  through  my  suggestions  as  to  window- 
show,  and  I  got  full  power  to  dress  the  window  as  I  chose. 
My  special  attention  was  given  to  the  improvement  of  stock, 
so  as  to  have  it  ready  to  hand  when  required.  My  master, 
though  very  bad-tempered,  usually  gave  me  a  free  hand,  and 
was  always  willing  to  allow  me  liberty  when  requested.  We 
worked  with  each  other,  and  succeeded. 

December  3.  F.  H.  C.  (3/26.) 

Sir, — I  deeply  regret  that  Mr.  C.  Breese  should  have  mis- 
understood my  remarks  at  the  C.A.U.,  and  that  he  should 
write  so  despondingly.  Napoleon  said  every  recruit  carried 
a  field-marshal's  baton  in  his  knapsack,  and  I  like  to 
think  that  every  hearty  and  energetic  assistant  hopes  to 
come  in  for  some  of  the  plums  of  the  trade,  and  does 
not  want  to  be  "  put  on  the  market."  Now  he  and  I 
are  not  the  men  who  can  do  it ;  but  there  are  plenty.  The 
mistake  Mr.  Breese  makes  is  in  the  time.  A  bonus  of  10 
per  cent,  was  offered  to  a  rather  energetic  assistant  for  all 
business  done  (at  list-prices)  over  2,000/.  a  year — 2,200/.  was 
the  most  that  had  been  done,  and  the  proprietor  was  a 
confirmed  invalid.  In  a  few  years  (five)  the  assistant  was 
taking  commission  on  over  a  1,000/.  per  annum  ;  he  worked 
seventeen  hours  a  day,  and  took  duty  one  Sunday  in  every 
month.  In  conclusion  let  me  waft  a  Seabreeze  of  some 
of  the  plums  of  pharmacy.  One  historic  house  paid 
over  400/.  a  year  to  four  assistants  all  at  the  same  time. 
Two  other  assistants  from  first-class  houses  are  getting 
about  the  same,  and  if  I  tell  Mr.  Breese  that  one  of  these 
gentlemen  increased  his  returns  600/.  in  the  fortnight  of 
Christmas,  1899,  I  must  remind  him  that  these  posts  are  not 
for  us.  Yours  faithfully, 

Chiswick,  W.  C.  F.  Strother. 


Legal  Queries. 

Before  sending  in  a  query  for  reply  in  this  section  see  if  the 
subject  is  not  dealt  with  in  "  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diary,"  1900,  pages  212-226,  and  pages  259-262. 


251/58.  Lanoline. — If  the  preparation  is  made  with  the 
original  lanoline,  there  is  no  reason  why  you  should  not 
describe  it  as  you  propose. 

257/59.  Cromshaw. — Drug-stores  holding  six  days'  wine 
and  spirit  licences  must  close  their  shops  on  Christmas  Day 
and  Good  Friday  in  the  fame  way  as  public-houses. 

256/69.  Bottles. — You  do  not  appear  to  recognise  the  fact 
that  aerated-water  bottles  bearing  the  embossed  name  of  a 
person  are  prima  facie  the  property  of  that  person,  and 
although  by  obliterating  the  name,  as  by  grinding,  you  may 
in  using  such  bottles  take  yourself  out  of  probable  prosecu- 
tion under  the  Merchandise-marks  Act,  you  may  still  be 
liable  to  a  charge  of  theft. 

257/4.  Chlorodyne. — Undoubtedly  the  label  renders  the 
chlorodjne  liable  to  stamp-duty  because  you  recommend  it 
for  fourteen  different  ailments  by  specifying  the  doses  in 
each  of  these  cases.  You  are  peimitted  to  use  technical  or 
scientific  terms,  such  as  diaphoretic.    It  stands  to  reason 
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that  as  soon  as  you  name  the  ailment  you  practically  recom- 
mend the  article  for  its  cure.  It  is  also  questionable  whether 
chlorodyne  of  any  make  can  be  sold  without  stamping,  for 
it  is  a  widely  advertised  nostrum. 

251/77.  H.  F.  M. — A  person  who  passes  the  Assistants' 
examination  of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  becomes  an 
"apothecaries'  assistant"  and  not  an  "Associate  of  the 
Society  of  Apothecaries  of  London."  The  use  of  the  latter 
title,  or  the  letters  A.S.A.L.,  might  be  construed  into  an 
infringement  of  the  Medical  Act,  because  the  L.S.A.  is  a 
registered  qualification  under  that  Act.  You  will  find  full 
particulars  in  regard  to  the  examination  in  our  last  Educa- 
tional Number. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


219/16.    Remijia.  —  (1)  Cough-mixture  for  adults  : — 

Tr.  opii        ...    5ij- 

Acet.  ipec   5j. 

Ac.  acet.  glacial.      ...    5ij. 

Oxym.  scillse  ...       ...       ...       ...  Siiss. 

Spt.  anisi      ...       ...       ...       ...  5j- 

Spt.  camphorse        ...       ...       ...  5ij- 

Ac.  benzoic   gr.  xv. 

Syr.  glucosi  ad    Oj. 

Shake  well. 

Dose  :  5j-  to  5ij-  occasionally. 

(2)  Children's  Cough-mixture  : — 

Syr.  rnarrubii...       ...       ...       ...  Sv. 

Syr.  scillse    5v. 

Syr.  papav   §iiss. 

Oxym.  simpl. ...       ...       ...       ...  Jiiss. 

Glycerini    5v. 

M. 

Dose:  5j-  to  5ij-,  according  to  age. 

230/54-.  Solio. — Dryness  of  the  Scalp. — The  best  appli- 
cation that  your  customer  could  use  would  be  the  scurf 
ointment  for  which  the  formula  is  given  in  "  Pharmaceutical 
Formulas  "  as  follows  : — 

Hydrarg.  oxid.  fiav   gr.  x. 

Hydrarg.  ammoniat.    gr.  iv. 

Ung.  camphoree  (1  in  5)    ,^ss. 

Ung.  shnplicis        ...       ...       ...  5iss. 

01.  neroli   liliij. 

Otto  rosEe   ltuj. 

M. 

This  should  be  applied  to  the  scalp  every  night,  the  part 
afterwards  being  brushed  with  a  soft  hair-brush. 

2L8/21.  J.  W. — A  Double-strong  Seidlitz-powder  con- 
tains as  much  again  of  Rochelle  salt  as  the  B.P.  powder. 
Generally  a  measureful  of  tht;  salt  is  put  in. 

214/71.  Metal  Paste. — Oil  of  Mirbane  is  sometimes 
called  artificial  oil  of  bitter  almonds.    It  is  nitro-benzol. 

234/53.  Ung.  JVapMh.—  Q.)  Healing  and  Nit  Ointment. — 
For  this  use  a  carbolic-ointment  made  with  vaseline,  such  as 


the  following : — 

Acid,  carbol.  xtl   5ss. 

Camphorae     ...       ...       ...       ...  5ss. 

Vaselini        ...       ...       ...       ...  5ij. 

Paraffin,  dur....    5'j- 


Mix  the  acid  and  camphor  together  in  a  mortar  and  tritunite 
until  liquid,  then  add  the  vaseline  and  paraffin  previously  mixed. 
Triturate  well. 

(2)  Mel  Rose  is  a  trade  name  for  a  proprietary  article  which 
the  originators  have  title  to. 

235/2.  Alpha. — Soluble  Essences  of  Essential  Oils, 
such  as  aniseed  and  caraway,  are  impossible  ;  i.e.,  no  essential 
oil  is  soluble  to  a  greater  extent  than  1  minim  in  1  oz.  of 
water.    Theterpjneless  oils  being  much  stronger,  go  further, 


and  consequently  may  be  regarded  as  more  soluble,  as  ith 
of  a  mioim  should  have  the  same  flavouring  power  as  1 
minim  of  the  original  oil.  Please  say  exactly  what  you  want 
the  essences  for,  and  see  what  is  said  in  "  Pharmaceutical 
Formulas,"  page  444. 

258/50.  J.  S. — All  that  you  require  to  Clean  Colza-oil 
Tins  is  plenty  of  boiling  water  and  caustic  soda,  allowing 
the  solution  to  stand  in  the  tins  until  it  softens  the  hardened 
oil. 

256/74.  F.  W.  B.— Oxford  and  Cambridge  Local 
Examinations. — The  addresses  are  the  Secretary,  Local 
Examination  Offices,  Merton  Street,  Oxford  ;  and  the  Secre- 
tary, Syndicate  of  Local  Examinations,  Syndicate  Place, 
Cambridge.  The  Senior  and  Junior  articles  of  each  Board 
are  somewhat  more  searching  than  the  first  and  second  class 
College  of  Preceptors'  Examinations. 

254/51.  G.  T.  G. — Parson's  Elixir  ("  Pharmaceutical 
Formulas,"  page  144). — The  tinctures  for  this  preparation 
should  be  made  with  rectified  spirit. 

232/23.  Inquirer. — Freezing-salt. — Ammonium  chloride 
5,  and  nitre  5,  to  water  16. 

228/7.  Devon.— It  is  curious  that  the  straw-hat  polish 
should  come  off.  Try  gum  thus  in  place  of  the  resin,  and 
use  spirit-black  (which  is  an  aniline  dye)  as  recommended. 

218/27.  B.  W.  P.—"  Spent  oxide  "  is  not  at  all  in  our 
line,  and  is  a  "drug  in  the  market." 

237/22.  J.  C.  B. — Dyeing  Billiard-balls.— You  will  find 
all  the  [particulars  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  page  415. 
We  presume  you  have  the  work. 

240/22  Spes. — A  Solution  of  Phenol  (1  in  20)  will  not 
keep  in  a  galvanised-iron  tank  without  change.  Sooner  or 
later  the  zinc  wears  off  slightly,  then  there  will  be  action 
between  the  metals  and  the  phenol,  resulting  in  the  solution 
being  coloured.  You  may,  however,  make  matters  quite  safe 
by  warming  the  tank  and  coating  it  inside  with  melted 
paraffin  wax. 

249/30.  Subscriber. — Ingrowing  Toe-nail. — Good  treat- 
ment is  to  apply  liq.  ferri  perchlor.  fort,  with  a  camel-hair 
pencil  to  the  point  which  grows  into  the  flesh.  Do  this 
nightly,  and  in  a  few  days  you  will  be  able  to  pare  off  the 
part  (which  becomes  soft).  As  to  the  disorder  generally  see 
"  Diseases  and  Remedies." 


Information  Wanted. 

Postcard  replies  to  any  of  the  subjoined  inquiries  will 
be  esteemed. 


281/13.    Makers  of  "  Bael  Dietetic." 

279/63.    Makers  of  "  Ideal  "  hair-brushes. 

13/55.    Who  makes  tins  to  open  with  a  key  ? 

1/4.    Makers  of  the  "Ideal"  clinical  thermometers. 

1/14.    Makers  of  "  Calesco  "  paper  for  copying  writings  and 

drawings. 

261/53.  Makers  of  Lowrey's  patent  glass  stoppers  and 
sprinklers. 

14/43.  Who  supplies  bottles  ready  washed  and  dried  for 
cod-liver  oil  ? 

259/12.  Makers  of  porcelain,  granitine,  and  semi-porcelain 
dishes  for  photographic  use. 

7  25.  Ultramarine  blue,  with  trade-mark,  "  Skitt,"  in 
ornamental  circle  :  who  makes  ? 

2/42.  Names  and  addresses  of  firms  who  supply  cased 
Christmas  perfumes  on  sale  or  return. 

2/8.  What  is  the  composition  of  the  "  spiced  honey  "  used 
for  coughs  in  the  Newcastle-on-Tyne  district  ? 

7/39.  Makers  of  "Digestive  Food,"  packed  in  tins  with 
yellow  wrappers  ;  testimonials  on  labels  are  from  Leicester 
and  Nottingham. 
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NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
here  quoted. 

42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.G. :  December  13. 

npHB  trade  of  the  year  is  now  drawing  to  a  close,  and 
J-  business  has  become  very  quiet,  although  there  are  a  few 
noteworthy  alterations  in  prices,  the  leading  feature  of  the 
markets  since  our  last  report  being  a  reduction  of  3d.  per  oz. 
in  the  official  quotation  of  quinine,  which  was  announced  on 
Friday.  This  reduction  further  depressed  the  second-hand 
market  at  the  time,  but  at  the  beginning  of  the  week  the  tone 
became  decidedly  firmer,  and  the  improvement  has  since  been 
maintained.  This  reaction  was  naturally  the  result  of  the  forced 
sales  having  been  liquidated,  the  quinine  having  gone  into 
stronger  hands.  Another  important  alteration  has  been  a 
reduction  of  Is.  per  lb.  in  the  convention-prices  for  phena- 
cetin,  which  had  practically  been  agreed  upon  a  week  ago. 
On  the  other  hand,  menthol  has  advanced  about  lOd.  per  lb. 
in  Japan,  to  which  this  market  has  responded.  The  annual 
castorum-sales  were  held  yesterday,  when  everything  offered 
was  sold  at  irregular  but  lower  rates.  Vanilla-auctions  were 
also  held  on  Wednesday,  but  the  supplies  offered  were  con- 
siderably in  excess  of  requirements,  and  only  a  small  pro- 
portion sold  at  a  decline  of  Is.  per  lb.  In  crude  drugs  there 
have  been  no  important  movements,  ipecac,  being  quiet, 
the  feature  of  this  article  being  that  about  eighty  bales  of 
Rio  have  been  withdrawn  from  the  market  for  higher  prices. 
Fine  Sumatra  benzoin  has  been  sold  at  the  limits,  and  for 
kino  higher  prices  have  again  been  paid,  while  strophanthus 
and  Alexandrian  senna  are  both  easier.  Opium  is  quiet. 
The  following  table  enumerates  the  principal  changes  of  the 
week  : — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Balsam, 

Casoara 

Benzols 

Canada 

sagrada 

Castorum 

Ginger  (Coch.) 

Oil,  anise  (c.i.f.) 

Chloral  hyd 

Kino 

Cinnamon- 

Menthol 

chips 
Ferri  et  quin. 

cit. 

Phenacetin 
Quinine 
Shellac 
Strophanthus 

Arrivals. 


The  following  drugs,  &c,  have  arrived  at  the  principal  ports  of 
the  United  Kingdom  from  December  5  to  December  12  (both  in- 
clusive):— Anise  (Russ.),  43,  (Span.),  50;  argol  (Cape),  103; 
arrowroot  (St.  V.),  420  ;  arsenic,  (@  Melbourne)  274;  bleaehing- 
powder,  26;  borax  (@  W.C.S.A.),  16,139  bags ;  boric  acid  (Ital.), 
10;  camphor,  4  ;  canary-seed  (Mor. ),  668;  cardamoms,  47  ;  castor 
oil  (Ital.),  50  ;  chamomiles,  22;  cinchona,  (@  Anist.)  649,  (  @  Mal- 
lendo)  211  lbs.,  (@  Eten)  12  packages,  (@  Bombay)  11 ;  citronella 
oil,  85  ;  colocynth  (@  Marseilles)  12  ;  coriander-seed,  50  ;  cumin- 
seed,  100  ;  drugs,  (@  Limon)  6  bis.,  (@  Panama)  24  packages, 
(@  Montserrat)  3  cases,  (@  Callao)  9  cases,  (@  Hamburg)  31, 
(@  Trieste)  156  packages;  essential  oils,  (@  New  York) 
76  cases;  fenuel-seed,  328 ;  fenugreek-seed,  625 ;  galangal  (@ 
Bombay),  12  ;  galls  (Persian),  396,  (@  Genoa),  406, 
(Smyrna),  20  :  gum  arabic,  (@  Bombay)  80  cases,  (@  Alex.)  28  ; 
gum  sandarac,  45  ;  gum  tragacanth,  154 ;  gum,  unenumerated, 
(@  Bussora)  475  bags,  75  cases ;  honey  (Jam.),  23,  (Ital.)  20, 


(@  N.Y.)  100  cases,  (Chil.)  15  ;  iodine,  129  ;  jaborandi  (wi  It:),  3 
lemongrass  oil,  50  ;  lime-juice  (W.I.),  294  ;  lime  oil,  17  ;  mastich,5 
opium,  (@  Genoa)  19,  (Persian  l  10,  (Turkey)  152;  orris,  (@  Leg- 
horn) 24,  (Mor.)  4  ;  potash-chlorate  (Sweden),  151;  roots,  (@ 
Hamburg)  16,  (@  Rotterdam)  99  packages,  (@  Antwerp)  10  bis. ; 
quicksilver  (Span.),  5,000  ;  saffron,  1  ;  scainmony-root,  10  ;  senna, 
(Tiny)  625;  soy,  198;  quills,  12  ;  styrax,  5;  sulphur,  i@  Catania) 
155  casks,  and  5,515  bags  brimstone  ;  vanilla,  1 ;  wax,  bees',  (Fr.) 
4,  (@  Natal)  23,  (W.C.A.)  41,  (Span.)  21,  (Mor.)  50,  (Chil.)  3,  (E.I.) 
27,  (from  Brazil  I  230. 

The  Drug  Ciub. 

The  Drug  Club  held  its  annual  dinner  at  the  Albion,  in  Alders" 
gate  Street,  on  Tuesday.  Most  of  tho  London  wholesale  firms 
and  some  of  the  provincial  houses  were  represented,  the  gathering 
numbering  about  thirty-eight  in  all.  The  President  (Mr.  F.  H. 
Lescher)  was  in  the  chair,  and  in  the  course  of  the  evening  he 
was  re-elected. 

Carbide=manufacturers  Combine. 

A  syndicate  of  German,  Swiss,  Austrian,  Swedish,  and  Nor- 
wegian carbide-manufacturers  was  formed  in  Frankfurt  on 
November  30,  and  the  Deutsche  Gold-und  Silberscheide-Anstalt 
there  was  appointed  as  sale-office.  The  chief  aim  of  the  union  is 
to  raise  the  sale-prices  and  keep  them  steady. 

Cablegrams. 

New  York,  December  13,  3  48  p.m.  : — Business  is  very 
light  as  the  end  of  the  year  approaches.  Quinine  is  uni- 
formly lower  and  dull  of  sale,  at  30c.  per  oz.  Opium  is 
firmer,  at  $3.45  per  lb.  Coca  leaves  are  lower,  at  39.5C. 
Owing  to  competition  salol  has  been  reduced  to  $2  20,  so 
has  vanillin  by  lc.  Ipecacuanha  is  also  lower,  at  $2  75. 
Among  essential  oils,  peppermint  in  bulk  is  cheaper,  at 
$1.10  per  lb.,  and  so  is  sassafras  oil,  at  42|o.  per  lb. 

*  *  *  # 

Hamburg,  December  13,  2  p.m.  : — Menthol  firmer,  at 
27m.  per  kilo.  Wormseed  is  dearer,  75m.  per  100  kilos, 
being  now  asked.    Quinine  dull  of  sale,  at  39m.  per  kilo. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

[These  prices  are  for  market  centres  other  than  London.'] 

There  is  very  little  of  change  to  report  in  the  general  condition 
of  the  heavy-chemical  market.  Business  on  the  whole  continues 
very  fair,  but  there  is  a  distinct  tendency  towards  quietness,  as, 
in  view  of  early  stocktaking,  home  buyers  are  disposed  to  cover 
their  requirements  in  a  very  hand-to-mouth  manner.  Prices  are 
largely  unchanged,  but  continue  to  rule  firm. 

Alkali-produce. — Products  under  this  heading  keep  much  a3 
lately  reported.  Bleaching-powder,  caustic  soda,  and  ammonia 
alkali  are  particularly  firm  and  in  good  request.  Salteake  also 
maintains  a  very  firm  tone.  Yellow  prussiates  of  potash  and 
chlorates  of  potash  and  soda  are  somewhat  weaker. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia. — Firm,  with  fair  business  passing. 
Present  quotations  are  about  as  follows: — Beckton,  January- 
March  delivery,  111.  7s.  6d. ;  Beckton  terms,  10/.  17s.  6d. ;  Hull, 
London,  and  Leith,  101  15s.  to  101.  17s.  6d.  Exports  from  Leith 
last  week  amounted  to  394  tons. 

Sulphate  of  Coppek.—  Very  firm,  and  with  dearer  tendency. 
Anchor,  24?.  10s.;  January- Marc h,  2bl. ;  Liverpool,  January- 
March,  25Z, 

Benzols  have  somewhat  weaker  tone— 90  per  cent.,  Is.  Ohd.  ; 
50  per  cent.,  Is.  lhd. 

Barium-products  are  in  good  consumptive  demand,  and,  being 
generally  somewhat  scarce,  rule  very  firm  in  price,  with  continued 
tendency  towards  advancement.  Chloride  of  barium,  best  ordi- 
nary refined  crystals,  11.  2s.  6d.  to  11.  12s.  6<Z.  per  ton  in  bags,  free 
on  rails;  usual  casks,  5s.  per  ton  more.  Blanc  fixe  (pure  pre- 
cipitated sulphate  of  barium  in  piste  form),  11.  10s.  to  SI,  per  ton, 
free  on  rails,  in  casks.  Sulphate  of  barium,  mineral  ground,  50s. 
to  100s.  per  ton,  according  to  quality  and  quantity.  Witherite 
(mineral  carbonate  of  barytes),  of  all  percentages,  is  still  practi- 
cally unobtainable  for  anything  like  prompt  delivery.  Hydrate 
of  baryta— purest  crystals  very  scarce  and  dearer,  14?.  10s.  to 
151.  10s.  per  ton  in  6-7-cwt.  casks,  free  on  rails.  Sulphide-of- 
barium  crystals  in  casks  in  steady  demand,  5?.  10s.  to  6?.  per  ton. 

Liverpool  Drug  Market. 

Livernool,  December  12. 

Castor  Oil. — The  position  of  the  market  shows  continued  firm- 
ness, and  3£r7.  per  lb.  has  still  to  be  paid  for  good  Calcutta 
seconds.  For  about  50  barrels  of  second-pressure  Belgian  the 
market  is  somewhat  dragging  at  3|<?.,  but  no  first-pressure 
English  or  French  is  available.  Good  seconds  Calcutta,  in 
barrels,  is  quoted  at  3£d.  to4fZ.  per  lb. 

Honey.— Further  sales   of  Pile  I.  Chilian  are  reported  in 
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quantity,  at  28s.  6(7.  for  fine  quality,  and  ordinary  grade  at  27s.  6(7 
Pile  II.  is  still  held  for  26s..  stocks  being  in  very  few  hands. 
Californian,  old  crop  set,  has  realised  43s.  6(7.,  but  buyers  seem 
chary  of  handling  this  grade.  Good  quality  set  varies  from  45s. 
to  50s.  per  cwt. 

Beeswax.  —  Two  tons  of  Gambia  have  changed  hands  at 
77.  15s.  per  cwt.,  and  10  packages  of  Peruvian  found  buyers  at 
prices  ranging  from  77.  5s.  to  11.  Is.  6(7.,  all  mixed  qualities,  and 
a  further  sale  of  Chilian  is  recorded  for  ordinary  yellow,  at  11.  10s. 
per  cwt. 

Quillaia-bark. — This  article  moves  off  steadily,  at  147.  per  ton 
in  quantity. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — Three  barrels,  per  s.s.  Braganza,  are  to  be 
offered  at  auction  shortly. 

Canary-seed. — A  steady  business  is  taking  place  in  this  article 
at  33s.  6(7.  to  34s.  per  quarter,  as  in  quantity  and  quality. 
_  Acacia  Sorts. — The  easier  tone  indicated  in  our  last  is  con- 
tinued, and  holders  are  more  willing  to  meet  the  views  of  buyers. 
Good  soft  Soudan  ranges  from  65s.  to  75s.  per  cwt. 

Linseed  Oil  exhibits  a  quietly  steady  mirket  at  31s.  to  32s. 
per  cwt.,  according  to  quality,  for  Liverpool  make  in  export  casks. 

Turpentine,  after  some  small  fluctuations  during  the  week, 
is  steady  at  30s.  3(7.  per  cwt. 

Blue  Galls.— Further  sales  reported  at  70s.  per  cwt  for 
Smyrna. 

German  Drug  Market. 

Hamburg,  December  12. 
Our  drug-market  is  quiet,  and  shows  only  very  little  business. 
Antimony  is  quiet  and  lower,  at  36/sm.  per  100  kilos. 
Balsam  Peru  is  firm,  at  113m.  to  12m.  per  kilo. 
Camphor  (refined)  is  quiet,  second-hand  quoting  455m.  to  465m. 
per  100  kilos. 

f,  Condurango-bark  is  a  little  easier,  at  260m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cevadilla-seed  is  quiet,  at  70m.  per  100  kilos, 
i  Lycopodium  is  steady,  but  quiet,  at  430m.  per  100  kilos. 

Quinine  is  dull,  with  second-hand  sellers  at  40Jm.  per  kilo. 

Wormseed  is  firm  and  scarce,  at  65m.  per  100  kilos,  for  good 
green. 

^  Quinine  in  second-hand  is  quoted  at  40m.  per  kilo,  for  sulphate 

Cocaine.— Hydrochloride  is  not  to  be  had  below  685m.  per 
kilo,  for  favourite  brands,  while  outside  brands  are  quoted  670m. 

Coriander-seed  of  sound  quality  is  scarce,  and  a  few  10  tons 
are  held  at  27.50m. 

Gum  Sandarac  is  gradually  clearing  off  at  120m.  for  prime 
selected  tears. 

Menthol. — Stocks  are  small,  but  at  the  present  high  prices 
buyers  are  afraid  to  purchase;  at  26im.  to  27m.  small  quantities 
could  be  purchased. 

Sugar  of  Milk.— The  demand  for  contracts  over  1901  continues, 
and  95m.  has  been  paid. 

Ipecacuanha. — Cartagena  is  slow  of  sale  at  15im. ;  about 
200  kilos,  are  offered. 

Santonin. — Second-hand  is  exhausted  with  the  exception  of 
about  20  to  30  kilos.,  which  are  held  at  29f  m.,  while  makers  quote 
22Am.  to  30m.  as  in  quantity. 

Ergot  of  Bye  is  quiet,  owing  to  lack  of  orders,  but  as  stocks 
are  very  small  a  further  improvement  is  likely  at  the  beginning  of 
the  new  year.  Spanish  is  quoted  to-day  at  515m  ,  and  Bussian 
490m.  to  500m.  per  100  kilos. 

Star-anise  is  quoted  at  145m.  to  140m. 

Citric  Acid  is  firmly  held,  and  for  contracts  over  1901  292im. 
per  100  kilos,  is  quoted  and  paid. 

Agar-agar. — Some  consumption  orders  were  in  the  market  at 
390m.  for  prime  quality,  which  figure  has  been  paid. 

4.NISE.— Bussian  is  not  yet  offered  on  the  spot,  and  goods  of 
prime  green  quality  to  arrive  are  quoted  at  34m.  to  33m.,  as  in 
quantity. 

Cantharides  are  in  good  supply  again,  and  quoted  at  about 
520m.  for  new  flies. 

Wax. — Japan  is  in  regular  demand  at  62m.  to  62i,m.,  while 
carnauba  is  cheap,  sales  having  been  made  at  100m.  for  good  grey 
quality.  The  large  stocks  here  did  not  allow  the  recent  slight 
improvement  to  continue. 

American   Drug  Market. 

New  York.  December  4. 

The  drug-market  is  fairly  active,  and  the  consuming-demand 
shows  continued  improvement.  But  for  the  near  approach  of  the 
annual  stocktaking  season,  buyers  would  be  very  much  more 
active.  The  tone  is  firm,  and  changes  in  price  are  chiefly  in  an 
upward  direction. 

Asafetida.— Stocks  are  materially  reduced,  and  there  is  a 
scarcity  of  the  finer  grades.    Prime  quality  has  sold  at  25c.  per 

V  i  ,none  is  now  obtainable  at  this  figure,  up  to  35c.  being 
asked  by  some  holders.  Ordinary  grades  are  quoted  25c,  and 
toign  prices  are  anticipated  owing  to  the  difficulty  in  securing 
supplies  which  will  pass  the  Customs. 


Cascara  Sagrada. — Arrivals  from  the  Pacific  coast  are  quickly 
bought  up  and  quotations  are  strong,  at  4^c.  to  7c. 

Coca-leaves. —Primary  markets  continue  strong,  and  dealers 
ask  26c.  for  Truxillo  and  38c.  for  Huanoco.  Supplies  are  not 
liberal,  and  offerings  are  small. 

Jalap. — Stocks  are  light,  and  an  improved  demand  has  advanced 
prices ;  14c.  to  15c.  per  lb.  is  generally  asked. 

Menthol  continues  firm  at  the  advance  to  §4  per  lb. 

Oil  of  Peppermint. — Dealers  in  the  growing  districts  are 
firmer  in  their  ideas,  and  the  spot  market  is  strong,  with  quota- 
tions steady  at  $1.10  for  Western  in  bulk. 

Senna  is  moving  steadily.  Tinnevelly  is  selling  at  7c.  to  14c, 
natural  Alexandria  at  10c.  to  12c,  and  sifted  18c.  per  lb. 

Copaiba. — Central  American  has  sold  at  36c.  per  lb.,  but  35c. 
will  now  buy,  owing  to  falling  off  in  demand. 

Buchu-leaves  are  neglected,  but  short  supplies  serve  to  keep 
up  prices.  Ordinary  short  are  obtainable  at  22c,  and  prime 
green  at  25c. 

Cannabis  Indica  has  almost  doubled  in  price  during  the  week  ; 
50c.  to  60c.  is  now  asked  for  good  quality. 

Ergot. — Demand  has  fallen  off  and  quotations  are  a  trifle 
easier.  Bussian  is  offered  at  56c.  for  inferior  quality  and  58c. 
for  prime.    Spanish  is  selling  at  60c.  to  70c. 

Jaborandi-leaves  are  higher,  at  16c.  to  18c.  per  lb.,  owing  to 
scarcity  in  foreign  markets. 

Opium  is  strong  in  sympathy  with  conditions  abroad,  and  quo- 
tations remain  firm  at  $3.45. 

Quinine  is  slow  of  sale  and  second-hands  offer  at  34c,  and 
in  some  cases  a  trifle  lower.  Java  is  obtainable  at  30c.  to  31c. 
per  oz. 

Senega  is  easier  and  has  sold  ac  43c,  and  more  is  obtainable  at 
this  figure.    Holders  quote  44c.  to  48c.  per  lb. 

London  Markets. 

Acid,  Tartaric,  is  very  firm  at  from  11§<2.  to  ll^d.  per  lb. 
for  foreign  ;  and  English  at  Is  0%d. 

Aloes. — A  few  boxes  of  Curacao,  ex-auctions,  were  sold 
last  week  at  the  importers'  limits.  Otherwise  no  business 
has  transpired,  although  reasonable  bids  are  solicited  for 
several  parcels. 

Aloin. — Good  American  is  quoted  at  from  Is.  9d.  to  s 
per  lb.,  according  to  quantity. 

Arrowroot. — Dull ;  St.  Vincents  was  bought  in  at  2^d. 
per  lb.  on  Wednesday. 

Balsam,  Canada,  is  scarce,  importers  quoting  from  Is.  Qd. 
to  Is.  Id.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  The  New  York  market  is  reported  to 
have  been  cleared  of  stock. 

Belladonna-root. — There  has  been  a  good  demand  this 
week  at  from  40s.  to  42s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  for  fair  to  good  root  • 

Benzoin. — A  few  cases  of  good  Sumatra  seconds  ex 
last  week's  auction  have  been  sold  at  97.  10s.  per  cwt. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — Business  has  been  done  in  old  bark 
at  the  equivalent  of  30s.  per  cwt.,  spot,  but  no  more  is  to  be 
had  at  this  figure. 

Castorum. — The  annual  sales  were  held  on  Wednesday, 
the  quantity  offered  being  18  packages  and  1,677  lbs.,  but  the 
selection  offered  was  not  so  good  as  that  submitted  a  year 
ago.  There  was  a  good  dematd,  however,  and  practically 
everything  was  cleared  at  irregular  but  lower  prices  generally, 
firsts  and  seconds  selling  at  from  Is.  to  3s.  per  lb.  decline 
compared  with  last  December  sales,  while  in  some  instances 
thirds  and  pickings  were  dearer.  The  following  prices  were 
paid : — 

Hudson's  Bay  Company  YE  firsts,  reddish,  72s. ;  seconds,  66s. 
mouldy  ditto,  62s.  ;  good  dry  thirds,  44s.  to  46s. ;  pickings,  35s.  to 
36s.    MB  firsts,  62s.;  seconds,  55s.;  thirds,  39s.  6(7.  to  41s. 
wormy,  40s. ;  pickings,  35s.    Canada,  firsts,  66s. ;  mouldy,  65s. 
seconds,  47s. ;  thirds,  37s. ;  mouldy,  34s.  to  35s. ;  pickings,  34s 
NW  firsts,  56s.  to  58s. ;  seconds,  54s.  to  55s. ;  thirds,  40s.  to  46s. 
mouldy,  37s.  to  39s. ;  pickings,  37s.  to  41s. ;  cuttings  and  oil  pods 
21s.  per  lb.  S.  Figgis  &  Co.'s  sale  :  Firsts,  58s.  to  61s.  (1  lot,  71s.)  I 
seconds,  41s.  to  47s.  ;  thirds,  37s.  to  39s. ;  and  pickings,  40s. 

Chamomiles  continue  to  move  off  in  small  quantities, 
secondary  quality  being  obtainable  at  from  75s.  to  80s.  per 
cwt.,  c.i.f.    The  arrivals  are  confined  to  small  parcels. 

Chloral  Hydrate. — 0.ving  to  keen  competition,  the 
quotation  has  been  reduced  from  4s.  to  2s.  7!jd.  per  lb.,  duty 
paid. 

Chrysarobin  is  cheaper  on  the  Continent  owing  to 
regular  supplies,  which  are  obtainable  at  from  15m.  to  17m, 
per  kilo. 
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Cocaine. — Although  there  is  no  change  in  the  market 
for  crude  cocaine,  reports  from  Hamburg  indicate  that  the 
market  is  not  quite  so  firm  as  it  was,  the  inclination  to  sell 
being  greater. 

Copper  Sulphate. — We  understand  that  a  number  of 
orders  for  copper  sulphate  for  the  Greek  market  have  been 
placed  in  London  by  the  Currant-growers'  Association  of 
Patras.  One  order  was  for  2,000  tons,  and  another  for 
1,500  tons. 

Cream  of  Tartar  is  quiet  but  very  firm  at  from  78s.  for 
commercial  powder,  to  82s.  for  B.P.  quality. 

Ergot  is  unchanged,  a  sale  of  Spanish  being  reported  at 
2s.  5d.,  spot. 

Ferri  et  Quin.  Cit.  has  been  reduced  to  7%d.  per  oz.  in 
1-oz.  vials,  and  G^d.  in  25-oz.  tins,  100-oz.  lots  being  quoted 
\d.  and  500-oz.  lots  Id.  per  oz.  less. 

Galls. — Persian  blue  have  recently  changed  hands,  in 
fair  quantity,  at  70s.  per  cwt.,  and  green  at  64s.  spot,  but  for 
arrival  the  market  is  weak,  and  sellers  are  anxious  to  do 
business,  it  being  reported  that  57,9.  to  57s.  6d.,  c.i.f.,  has 
been  paid  for  blue. 

Golden-seal  is  reported  firmer  from  New  York.  Here 
there  is  a  seller  at  2s.  8d.  spot,  but  this  figure  could  probably 
be  shaded  in  another  quarter. 

Gum  Arabic. — In  so-called  Persian  insoluble  gum  small 
sales  of  sorts  have  been  made  at  from  17s.  Qd.  to  20.s\  ;  and 
pale  selected  at  25s.  per  cwt.  There  is  a  large  stock  of 
ordinary  sorts  on  the  market,  for  which  there  is  little 
demand. 

Insect-flowers.— From  Trieste  it  is  reported  that  fine 
grades  of  flowers  are  now  getting  scarce  ;  the  market  is 
fairly  brisk,  and  prices  all  round  are  sustained.  The  stock 
in  Trieste  at  the  end  of  November  stood  at  215,200  kilos., 
against  220,300  kilos,  at  the  end  of  October ;  the  receipts  in 
November  were  35,600  kilos.,  and  the  deliveries  40,700  kilos. 
The  following  are  the  current  quotations,  f.o.b.  Trieste:  — 
"  Open  "  flowers  43s.  Qd.  to  44s.,  "  half-open  "  51s.  to  72s  , 
"  closed  "  78s.  to  97s.,  and  "  wild  "  105s.  to  112s.  per  cwt. 

Ipecacuanha. — Quiet  and  unchanged,  but  none  the  less 
firm.  It  is  reported  that  about  80  bales  of  the  JFM  mark 
have  been  withdrawn  from  the  market,  the  owner  in  Brazil 
wanting  lis.  Qd.  per  lb.  ;  22  bales  of  Cartagena  have  arrived 
this  week. 

Jalap.— The  exports  from  Vera  Cruz  from  July  1  to 
June  30  were  : — 

1898-99      1897-98  1896-97 
Tons       ...  70  72  160 

Value      ...  2,359?.        2,895/.  5,100?. 

Juniper-berries.— For  old  crop  9s.  per  cwt.,  spot,  is 
quoted  ;  and  for  new  10s.  is  asked. 

Kino. — The  improvement  reported  last  week  has  been 
maintained,  further  sales  of  genuine  Cochin  grain  having 
been  made  up  to  Is.  8d.  per  lb.  in  second-hands. 

Lemon-juice  (Conc.).— The  market  in  Messina  remains 
firm  owing  to  a  good  export  demand.  The  stock  amounts  to 
about  350  pipes,  and  holders  anticipate  higher  prices  as  new 
crop  is  calculated  to  be  about  one-third  less  than  last  year. 
The  quotation  is  171. 15s.,  f.o.b.,  per  pipe  of  108  gals. 

Lemon-peel.— English  cut  is  quoted  Is.  to  Is.  l±d.  per  lb. 

Liquorice-root.— Small  sales  of  ordinary  rough  Persian 
have  been  made  at  8s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Marshm allow. — Belgian  root  of  the  new  crop  is  quoted 
38s.  per  cwt.,  c  i.f. 

Menthol.— Dearer.  Cables  received  by  importers  on 
Monday  quote  an  advance  from  Japan  of  lOd.  per  lb.,  now 
12s.  Wd  ,  c.i.f.  The  highest  price  paid,  however,  has  been 
12s.  Qd.,  c.i.f.  On  the  spot  12s.  9d.  is  still  quoted  for  Fusi 
Yama,  and  13s.  for  Kobayashi.  The  London  stock  is  said 
to  be  running  low,  and  the  tendency  is  still  towards  higher 
prices. 

Oil,  Anise  Star.— To  arrive  the  quotation  is  firmer,  at 
5s.  Qd.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  but  spot  is  unchanged  at  5s.  Qd.  also, 
and  this  figure  has  been  paid  for  case  lots. 


Oil,  Cod-liver. — The  Bergen  market  remains  quiet  at 
the  unaltered  quotation  of  63s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  The  exports 
to  date  amount  to  10,004  barrels,  against  13,606  barrels  at 
the  same  time  last  year. 

Oil,  Olive. — A  firm  market  is  reported  from  Messina. 
From  Gioja  it  is  reported  that  the  crop  will  prove  to  be  below 
estimates.  Arrivals  of  new  oil  are  still  scarce  in  Messina, 
and  eagerly  purchased  for  home  consumption.  There  is 
little  prospect  of  lower  prices  for  the  present. 

Oil,  Sandalwood. — Prices  at  the  last  Government  auction 
of  sandalwood  at  Mysore,  which  took  place  a  few  weeks  ago, 
were  fully  10  per  cent,  higher,  and  this,  it  is  said,  will  eventually 
result  in  a  corresponding  rise  of  10  per  cent,  in  the  oil. 
Competition,  however,  is  still  as  keen  as  ever,  lis.  Qd.  per  lb. 
being  quoted  for  English-drawn  oil  in  quantity. 

Opium. — The  London  market  is  quiet  this  week,  the 
demand  for  "  druggists'  "  having  eased  oil  owing  to  the 
high  prices  asked.  Persian  is  very  firm,  but  unchanged,  at 
14s.  Qd.  per  lb.  for  fine,  either  for  spot  or  forward.  Medium 
quality,  of  which  the  London  stock  principally  consists,  is 
held  at  from  13s.  Qd.  to  14s. 

Smybna,  November  30. — A  very  active  week  lias  passed,  ex- 
porters having  operated  in  practically  all  grades  to  the  extent  of 
about  200  cases  at  from  9s.  4</.  to  10s.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  principally  for 
American  account.  The  arrivals  to  date  amount  to  3,501  cases, 
against  2,227  at  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year.  The  stock 
in  Smyrna  is  estimated  at  about  2,513  cases,  against  1,961  cases  at 
the  corresponding  period  of  last  year,  and  in  Constantinople,  707 
cases,  against  535  cases  in  1899. 

Constantinople,  December  7. — There  have  been  heavy  rains 
inland,  but  too  late  to  bo  of  any  use  for  the  autumn  sowings. 
Next  year's  crop  must  perforce  depend  on  winter  and  spring  sow- 
ings, which  are  subject  to  many  and  great  risks.  Under  the 
circumstances,  a  decline  appears  to  be  out  of  question  for  the 
time  being,  and  should  weather  take  a  cold  turn  a  heavy  rise 
would  result.  The  week's  sales  amount  to  16  cases  druggists',  at 
9s.  7f?.  and  9s.  8r?.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.,  and  7  cases  Hadjikeuy,  at  13s. 
per  lb. 

Orange-peel. — For  English  cut  of  the  new  crop,  Is.  3d. 
per  lb.  is  quoted  in  cwt.  lots. 

Phenacetin. — The  Convention  have  reduced  their  quota- 
tions by  Is.  per  lb.,  5-cwt.  lots  being  quoted  at  4s.  3d.,  2-cwt. 
4s.  Id.,  1-cwt.  4s.  bd.,  55-lb.  4s.  Qd.,  and  less  than  56  lbs. 
4s.  9d.  per  lb.  net.  In  second  hands  there  are  no  sellers 
below  these  prices. 

Quinine. — Immediately  after  the  Amsterdam  cinchona- 
auctions  last  week  the  makers  of  German  sulphate  reduced 
their  quotation  3d.  per  oz.— now  Is.  3d.  for  1,000-oz.  lots  in 
bulk.  Howards'  quotations  in  vials  is  now  Is.  7^?.  for  1,000- 
oz.  lots.  Since  the  official  reduction  the  second-hand 
market  has  gradually  improved,  to  the  extent  of  quite  \d. 
per  oz.  from  the  lowest  point  touched  last  week,  business 
having  been  done  at  up  to  Is.  l\d.  for  spot,  March  at  Is.  2d., 
and  May  at  Is.  2\d.  per  oz.  To-day  no  business  has  tran- 
spired, the  market  closing  with  sellers  on  the  spot 
at  Is.  l\d.,  and  Is.  2\d.  for  March.  There  are  few  sellers 
in  second-hands.  Quinine  salts  have  also  been  re- 
duced, the  following  being  the  quotations  for  the  more 
important  iu  100-oz.  tins : — Hydrobromide,  Is.  8\d.  ;  bi- 
hydrobromide,  Is.  ll\d.  ;  hydrochloride,  Is.  8\d.  ;  bi-hydro- 
chloride,  Is.  lQ\d.  ;  benzoate,  Is.  10\d. ;  citrate,  Is.  9^d. ; 
phosphate,  Is.  10^d.  ;  salicylate,  Is.  8^d.  ;  tannate,  lid.  ;  and 
valerianate,  Is.  ll^d.  per  oz. 

Saffron. — No  business  of  importance  doing. 

The  exports  from  Spain  for  the  nine  months  ended  September 
have  been  : — 

1900  1899  1898 

Kilos.       ...         50,817  36,936  139,366 

Pesetas     ...     5,082,000         3,694,000  10,937,000 

Salep. — Considerably  higher  prices  are  asked  for  this 
tuber,  owing,  it  is  said,  to  the  failure  of  the  harvest  in  the 
Levant.  For  natural  the  equivalent  of  350m.  per  100  kilos, 
is  quoted  from  Constantinople,  and  a  further  advance  is 
expected. 

Scammony-root.— A  few  bales  have  been  sold  since  the 
auctions  at  30s.  per  cwt. 

Senna. — Since  the  auctions  a  few  sales  of  Alexandrian 
leaf  have  been  made  at  the  somewhat  easier  rates  lately 
prevailing — viz.,  from  3d.  to  Qd.  per  lb. — the  latter  figure 
being  for  half-leaf.    Tinnevelly  is  quiet. 
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Serpentary  is  dearer,  at  Is.  8d.  per  lb.  net,  c.i.f . 

Spermaceti. — American  refined  is  quoted  at  from  Is.  3%d. 
to  Is.  3|fZ.  per  lb.,  spot,  in  boxes,  according  to  quantity. 

Spices. — Further  business  has  been  done  privately  in 
Cochin  Ginger  at  31s.  per  cwt.  for  washed  rough,  and  at  30s. 
for  D  rough  ;  but  at  auction  on  Wednesday  there  was  no 
demand,  and  all  the  parcels  offered  were  bought  in,  except 
a  few  cases  of  small  limed  cut,  which  sold  at  37s.  per  cwt. 
Zanzibar  Cloves  were  bought  in  at  4^.  per  lb.  for  good  fair. 
The  speculative  market  is  again  dearer,  4^.  having  been 
paid  on  Wednesday  for  March-May  delivery.  Japan  Chillies 
were  bought  in  at  45s.  to  50s.  per  cwt.  Fine  red  picked 
Egyptian  Capsicums  were  bought  in  at  65s.  per  cwt.  Pimento 
quiet,  but  steady ;  fair  quality  partly  sold  at  2£rZ.  per  lb. 
Cinnamon  sold  at  \d.  to  Id.  per  lb.  for  wild,  and  at  3\d.  per 
lb.  for  rather  dusty.  Chips  being  lower,  quillings  were 
in  at  8d.  to  8\d.  per  lb.  Pepper  slow  ;  Singapore  black  is 
quoted  6^d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  and  6|</.  for  March-May 
shipment.  Singapore  white  was  bought  in  at  9%d.  per  lb. 
for  good,  and  at  Is.  for  fine  bold.  Penang  white  was  held 
for  8\d.  per  lb. ;  sales  for  arrival  have  been  made  at  8^d. 
per  lb. 

Strophanthus. — Limits  for  green  Kombe  seed  have 
been  reduced  to  4s.  per  lb.  for  quantity,  owing  to  arrivals. 

Sugar  of  Milk. — Finest  American  powder  is  quoted  at 
from  50s.  to  52s.  per  cwt.,  spot,  according  to  quantity,  and 
seconds  at  47s.  6d. 

Sulphur — A  report  from  Messina  sfates  that  as  the 
market  grew  stronger  the  zeal  among  producers  for  signing 
the  new  contract  with  the  Anglo-Sicilian  Company  grew 
weaker,  until  it  became  evident  that  the  signing  had  become 
a  failure,  and  consequently  the  recent  sacrifices  made  by  the 
company  in  selling  large  quantities  at  reduced  prices  have 
been  useless.  The  fusion  time  is  now  over,  and  sellers  have 
become  few  and  scarce.  Nobody  doubts  but  that  the  old 
contract  will  be  renewed  for  another  five  years,  although  the 
syndicate  will  probably  dispose  of  not  more  than 60  percent, 
of  the  total  production,  which,  however,  seems  to  be  reduced 
as  stocks  are  actually  about  30,000  tons  short  against  last 
year.  Sublimed  flowers  are  quoted  98s.,  superior  95s.  6d., 
and  current  94s.  per  ton  of  20  cwt.,  f.o.b.  Refined  block 
sulphur,  83s.  ;  roll  ditto,  in  casks,  90s. ;  unmixed  seconds, 
76s. ;  and  best  thirds,  67s  6d.  per  ton  oE  13  Sicilian  cantars, 
f.o.b. 

Thymol. — A  little  is  offered  in  second-hands  at  17s.  per 
lb. ;  makers  quote  from  20s.  to  22s. 

Tragacanth. — -The  lightermen's  strike  continues  to  inter- 
fere with  this  article,  and  recently-arrived  goods  are  not  yet 
available.  Seconds  and  fourths  are  likely  to  meet  with  a 
ready  sale.  Firsts  are  quoted  14/.  10s.  to  15/.  per  cwt. ; 
seconds,  12/.  10s.  to  14/. ;  thirds,  11/.  to  12/. ;  and  fourths, 
81.  to  10/.  10s. 

Valerian. — Belgian  of  new  crop  is  quoted  27s.  to  28s. 
per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Vanilla. — Slow  of  sale  in  auction,  when  860  tins,  chiefly 
Seychelles,  were  offered,  of  which  about  350  tins  sold,  at  Is. 
to  2s.  decline  for  good  quality;  but  pickings  sold  at  full 
rates.    The  following  prices  were  paid  : — 

Seychelles. — Good  to  fine  plump,  8  to  85  inches,  22s.  6d.  to  24s. 
per  lb. ;  7  to  8  inches,  19s.  to  23s. ;  6  to  7  inches,  18s.  to  21s.  6d. ; 
5  to  6  inches,  19s.  to  20s.  Common  and  brown  foxy,  short,  lis.  to 
13s. ;  5  to  7i  inches,  13s.  6c?  to  18s.  6rf. ;  fair,  3A  to  5h  inches, 
15s.  6d.  to  18s.  6d. ;  6  to  7  inches,  19s.  6d.  to  21s.;  and  7  to 
7J  inches,  21s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Bouebon. — 6  to  7i  inches,  20s.  6d.  to  22s. ;  and  3|  to  6h  inches, 
17s.  to  20s. 

The  exports  of  vanilla  from  Vera  Cruz  from  July  1  to  June  30 
have  been  : — 

1898-99  1897-98  1896-97 

Tons   29  11  16 

Value        ...  98,920/.  38,262/.  47,316/. 

A  Seychelles  correspondent  reports  that  the  crop  for  next 
year  is  variously  estimated  at  from  50,000  to  70,000  kilos. 
Several  good  plantations  have  been  purchased  by  English- 
men— new  arrivals — within  the  last  year  or  two. 

Wahoo-BARK  from  the  root  is  still  very  scarce,  10«!.  per  lb., 
c.i.f.,  being  quoted. 

Wax,  Bees'.— -Italian  has  been  sold  at  6/.  7s.  6d.  per  cwt. 


H)eeo  of  arrangement. 

Gregory,  George,  jun.,  9  Mincing  Lane,  E.C.,  colonial  broker. 
The  following  are  the  creditors  in  this  matter : — 


Bowditch,  W.  &  S.,  Loudon 
Brumleu,  C,  &  Co.,  London 
Buchler,  H.,  &  Co.,  London 
Christopherson,  C,  &  Co.,  London 
Devitt,  H.,  &  Co.,  London 

Field,  F.,  &  Co.,  London  

French  &  Plucknett,  London 
Garratt,  H.  J.,  London 
Hart,  H.  B.,  &  Co.,  London 
Hicks  &  Ashmore,  London 
Howes  Brothers  &  Co.,  London  ... 
Hyde,  Nash  &  Co.,  London 
Katz.,  R.,  &  Co.,  London  ... 

Kiver,  H.,  &  Co.,  Lo:.don  

Laing  &  Cruickshank,  London  ... 
Lambert  &  Strong,  London 
Marshall  &  French,  London 
Meyerstein,  E.  W.,  &  Co.,  London 
Shearing,  F.,  &  Co.,  London 
Speller,  F.  G.,  London   


£ 

s. 

d. 

30 

0 

o 

452 

0 

0 

58 

o 

o 

54 

o 

o 

420 

o 

o 

248 

0 

0 

229 

0 

0 

45 

0 

0 

57 

0 

0 

692 

0 

0 

85 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

2,529 

0 

0 

392 
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0 

72 

0 

0 

120 

0 

0 

217 

0 

0 

231 

0 

0 

47 

0 

0 

119 

0 

0 

Comtno  lEvents. 

Monday,  December  17. 

Edinburgh  Pharmacy  Athletic  Club.  Ninth  animal  smoking- 
concert  in  Imperial  Hotel,  at  8.30  P  M. 

Tuesday,  December  18. 
Royal  Photographic  Society,  66  Russell  Square,  W.C.,  at  3  p.m. 
Mr.  H.  C.  Shelley  on  "  Photography  in  War." 

Wednesday,  December  19. 

Hoy  at  Microscopical  Society,  20  Hanover  Square,  W.,  at  8  p.m. 

"  Demonstration  of  Lantern  Projection  in  Conjunction  with 

the  Microscope,"  by  Mr.  Barton. 
Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m.    "  The 

Siege  of  Ladysmith,"  by  Mr.  W.  T.  Maud  (special  artist  to 

the  Graphic). 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  North  British  Branch, 
36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  at  8.30  p.m.  "  Note  on  two  South 
African  Drugs  (Monsonia  ovata  and  Bulbine  aloeides)  with 
Specimens,"  by  J.  Gordon  Sharp,  M.D. ;  "The  Cultivation 
and  Manufacture  of  the  OUcial  Cannabis  Indica,  with 
Exhibition  •  of  Photographs,"  by  William  Mair,  F.C.S. 
Additions  to  library  and  museum. 

Western  Chemists'  Association  (of  London^.  Adjourned  annual 
meeting,  at  the  Westbourne  Restaurant,  1  Craven  Road,  W., 
at  9  p.m.    Discussion  on  the  draft  Pharmacy  Bill. 

Thursday,  December  20 
Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  at  8  p.m.    J.  W. 

Mellor,  B.Sc,  on  "  The  Union  of  Hydrogen  and  Chlorine." 
Chemists'  Assistants'  Association.    Musical  and  social  evening, 

at  73  Newman  Street,  W.,  at  8'30  p.m. 

West  of  Scotland,  College  of  Pharmacy.  Annual  dinuer  at  the 
Alexandra  Hotel,  148  Bath  Street,  Glasgow,  at  9  p.m. 


Soyal  Institution. — The  Friday  evening  meetings  will  begin 
on  January  18,  when  a  discourse  will  be  delivered  by  Professor 
Dewar  on  "  Gases  at  the  Beginning  and  End  of  the  Century." 

The  Plymouth,  Devonport,  Stonehouse,  and  District  Chemists' 
Association  will  open  the  new  year  with  a  "  New  Century  Ball," 
which  has  been  fixed  for  January  4.  At  the  monthly  meeting  on 
Tuesday  the  Ball  Committee  was  appointed  as  follows : — Messrs. 
C.  J.  Park,  Jas.  Cocks,  F.  Maitland,  J.  Harvey  Bailey,  F.  W. 
Hunt,  E.  H.  N.  Green,  Swainson,  J.  D.  Turney,  W.  H.  Woods,  G. 
Fairweather,  A.  D.  Breeze,  J.  Barge,  C.  T.  Weary,  and  Condy 
U'Ren.  The  following  were  elected  members  of  the  Association  : — 
Messrs.  Albert  Satterford,  F.  J.  Barge,  E.  S.  Groombridge,  S.  J. 
Stancomb,  J.  Martin,  E.  Hele,  Henry  Eptlick,  Wilson,  and  F. 
Spear.  Mr.  Blackmore  was  appointed  curator  of  the  Association's 
rooms. 


Trade  with  Brazil. — Messrs.  Frost  &  Cc,  181  Queen 
Victoria  Street,  E.C.,  are  publishing  the  new  regulations  of 
the  Brazilian  Government  regarding  consular  invoices,  with 
other  matters,  in  a  book  at  20s.,  post  free. 


